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LETTER XXXV. 

Cork, Sept. 14, 1813. 

XHE appointed hour for the ngarch of the 
military terminated the slumbers of the good 
folks at Macroom. We started very soon after 
three. 

The country presented a delightful change 
both in soil and cultivation — a great inequality 
of surface — the fences good, and the enclosures 
large. The very summits of the hills were under 
the dominion of the plough j a trifling quantity 
of grain remained uncut, and corroborated 
the abundance of this year's crop, which was 
farther evinced by the appearance of the 
stubbles. 

V 

Tlje wild and barren scenery of Kerry is. 
agreeably contrasted by the enclosures^-the 
vol. n. B 



2 Different Estimation of the Acre. 

cultivation and improvements in the county of 
Cork* As the distance between Macroom and 
Cork is twenty miles, and the intercourse very 
considerable, it is singular there should be no 
intermediate place where a feed of oats could 
be obtained. In passing the military (the Queen's 
County Militia) it seemed to be doubtful, whe- 
ther the women and children did not form a 
corps as numerous as the regiment. 

The perplexity arising from the use of dif- 
ferent measures is not unknown, or uncom- 
plained of, in this country. The land is let 
under three distinct estimations of the acre : m 
the north it is governed by the Cunningham— 
in the midland, the plantation — and in this part 
of the south of Ireland, by the statute acre. Near 
Macroom the rents are from twenty to sixty shil- 
lings the acre* The predilection for the plough 
is universal, and white crops succeed each other 
as long as the land will produce them : when, these 
fail, they have recourse to grass, which rises lux- 
uriantly without cultivation ; and what is unac- 
countable, exhausted as the soil by this conduct 
must be considered, the grass is not less nutri- 
tious thant abundant. As far as I was enabled 
to judge, in spite of this barbarous treatment, 
deterioration from repeated cropping does not 
follow as a consequence here, except on strong 



Peculiar Fertility of Soil $ 

clays. The adhesiveness of the soil, which ge- 
nerally succeeds constant ploughing, and for* 
pedes vegetation, by preventing absorption and 
evaporation, does not seem to occur in Ireland. 
Thta circumstance has been a frequent subject 
of speculation and conjecture. I do not think 
the causes assigned by Sir Humphry Davy for 
the superior fertility of Ireland are at all satis* 
factory. Those detntaints which in England 
distinguish lands that are exhausted are here 
almost unknown*— the verdure is everlasting and 
luxuriant, arising* J should suppose, from some 
inherent quality in the soil, which keeps it in a 
proper state to admit the operation of the salu- 
tary influences of the atmosphere. 

.The valley in which we travelled from Ma* 
croom is of a fertile description, but very nar- 
row; in some parts it is ornamented with a nura* 
her of gentlemen* seats, and appeared to be ro- 
mantis A considerable improvement in point 
of comfort appeared in the cottiers* cabins, which 
gave us infinite pleasure. We observed the re- 
mains of several castles, resembling those on our 
own borders, most of which were built in the 
concluding part of Queen Elizabeth's reign, a 
period of great national distress to Ireland. 
Many parts of her general policy are entitled to 
respect, but all that related to Ireland was op- 

B2 
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4 Beautiful Banks of. fhe Lee. 

pressive, and calculated to produce and per- 
petuate the very evils her measures were in- 
tended to remove. 

Bally Colleck, six miles from Cork, is a great 
ordnance depot, where immense sums have been 
expended in erections possessing much show 
and extent. Considerable lime-works are car- 
ded on in this neighbourhood. We had a de- 
lightful drive from Bally Colleck : the banks of 
the Lee are highly beautiful — embellished with 
numerous residences ; and the opposite side pre-' 
sented a great diversity of chartiiiag objects. 
Two miles from Cork, we stopped at a farm for 
the purpose of inspecting as foul a piece of stub-, 
ble as I ever beheld, which the farmer was then 
sowing down with hay seeds;, and being' ex- 
tremely proud of his own performance, was not 
a little astonished at my want of perception in 
not complimenting his husbandry. In the vici- 
nity of Cork lands let so extravagantly, I was 
led to expect better practices ; for, in its imme- 
diate neighbourhood, no less than ten pounds an 
acre are paid ; but at a little distance the same 
quality of land may be had at less than half th^t 
money. 

The last mile of the road, through the Irish" 
Town, is so execrably bad as to render it dao- 

3 ' * 



Irish funeral Procession* ,5 

gevous for a carriage: it is a disgrace to this 
noble city that such a nuisance should be 
suffered^ . 

* i . . . • • 

Neaf-ly.opposite to the old barracks we were 
net by a prodigious crowd, occupying the whole 
breadth 'of the sttfeet, advancing with a hasty 
step and almost hideous howl. The door ways 
and windows were filled with the inhabitants of 
both' sexes, and of all ages; who appeared to 
be much interested and entertained, at what 
was going on. To us this was a profound secret, 
until we discovered it to tie nothing less 4 than a 
funeral. '; Qork, we understand, is;greatly cele- 
bratedfor it s-^efulperfbrmancesonthese solemn 
Occasions; wbick are requited according to "the 
affluence or abilities of the parties. The body 
was placed on a two-wheel hearse, with a cover 
over it, which did not permit a full view of 
the coffin. f The corpse was followed by the yell* 
i&g pej&iroert/ after whom came the friends 
and attendants of the deceased. The howl sur- 
passed, in its combination of discords, all de* 
scription*-the funeral dirge was recited with so 
much rapidity and violence, as to convey the 
idea of anger and fury, rather than lamentation; 
The cry so frightened our horses as to make 
them ungovernable ; and had not the civility or 
prudence of the performers induced a *est, we 



6 Irish f wilful Procession. 

could hardly have escaped from accident. The 
pause afforded an opportunity to observe the 
vocal assistants as they passed. The hiod was 
principally composed of women, to whose per- 
sonal qualifications time had done irreparable 
injury, of whom the first in vociferation was, 
apparently, more indebted to her habits than 
natural complexion for the ruddiness which 
marked her countenance. Her associates had 
also evidently fortified their hearts with whisky 
against all compunctions of sorrow/ beyond 
those external tokens for which they are usually 
recompensed. In short, the solemnity of the 
occasion was so totally lost sight of, as not to 
preclude the coarsest jokes. The performer* 
and the spectators seemed equally amused, 
and equally indifferent ; and if, during this 
" mockery of woe," there were any individuals 
present who entertained affection, or even 4 
ftiendly regard, for the deceased, they were 
greatly entitled to pity. I could not have cre- 
dited the continuance of so barbarous a custom, 
had I not been a witness of the mummery, which, 
to have made it completely ludicrous, wanted 
nothing but the fooPs cap and bells. Spincer in 
his u View of Ireland," says, " There are other 
sorts of cries also used by the Irish, which savour 
greatly of Scythian barbarisme, as their lamenta- 
tions on their buryals, with despairful outcrys 



Extract fo<tm Spincer. 7 

and immoderate waitings* The whole* Martin 
Stanihtuttt might also have used for an argu- 
ment to prove them Egyptians $ for so in Scrips 
tuf e*it ib mentioned that the Egyptians lamented 
for the death of Joseph* Others think this c^s* 
lorn to have cpme from the Spaniards, for they 
d6e imniasorably likewise bew#yle their dead* 
£ut the same is not proper Spanish, but hea- 
thenish, brought thither firsts either by the 3qy» 
thians or the Mares, that are Africans, and long 
possessed the country. For it is the manner of 
all pagans and infidels to be intemperate in their 
bewftylings of their dead, for that they had, q* 
further hope of salvation. And this ill customs 
also is specially noted by Diodorus Sicujus 49 
have been in the Scytfciansj asfe yet Amongst 
the northern Scots at this day* as you wy re*4 
in thfeir chronicles." 

J 

ft 

. Th^ situation of Cork is particularly striking 
Ih6 old town, being built on the si<Je of a hill, 
form! an amphitheatre* at the foot of which the 
river Lfle formerly ran:. In the process of tame 
the course of the river changed, and its brepdAh 
has been confined, by which means a consider- 
able spaee of ffot;gffound ha? been gained* .and 
on mhkh the mere modera part of. the town is 
built : Some of the ^ineipal street* were ittfer- 
Noted with canals o*paWe <tf admitting vasssfc 
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of a small draft of water ; these within a few years 
have bfeen filled up, and quays made below. The 
esplanade, and street adjoining to it, are spacious, 
well-built, and very handsome; all the other 
streets are narrow, and the houses high. The 
old town occupies the southern bank ; the new 
is built on the. northern. The steepness of the 
streets is attended with great inconvenience, 
which is scarcely compensated by the beautiful 
prospect the houses command. The barracks 
are on the summit of the hill, and capable of ac- 
commodating a great -number of troops, few 
towns within limits so circumscribed contain so 
great a population. Formerly the ground floors 
tof the best' houses in the principal streets- were 
let for shops: instances of this may still be found; 
Imt the practice h#s ceased to be general.' -The 
market houses are very spacious — well-regulated, 
and kept extremely clean, These arrangements 
do great credit to the internal police of the<5ity. 
A magnificent coffee-room, for the- general' as- 
semblage of the merchants, is just completed, 
and does honour to their taste and public 
spirit " ' • *' 



•'> 



: The Institution here* which- comprises all 
branches of* science, promises to be of great 
public utility. Government allows two thou* 
sand five hundred pounds per annum : and 
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above one thousand pounds are raised by .sub* 
*criptk>ti towards ^defraying the expenses *of 
die establishment ; whioh, the secretary, Mr; 
Hicks, has: already put on a highly respebteble 
footing, and Atbere most particular attention is 
paid to agriculture, botany, and mineralogy. 

' jjLmong the objeets 1 Qf the greatest interest in 
this place -lis* the brewery of 1 Messrs. Crawford 
audi Bfemishe. The quantity brewed by these 
gentlemen is 'little inferior tb that (o£p the ^ first 
London houses ; in v cose respect^tbisL hoiise is 
isupemorw—Uiat of preparing* and! manufacturing 
their own malt. This establishment * produces 
porter of high repute, and gives employment 
to nearly fiVe iraQdreiJ person^* k 



» * » .... 
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The quays do not xrorrtsporid with the! opu- 
lence and: importance ;df;thfe i place 4 ! tior did I 
see those , impraveroentsi qiTryirig on which, in 
othei? places we' 'have* 'noticed with rsp much 
pleasure;:-" Jhe slaughtering; trade ia a principal 
faandh': oft the commerce of: this, place; above 
one hundred thousand ;bfeast& besides pigs innu- 
merable j are here anrtually slaughtered* Water- 
ford, hotrevetr,: *&s materially « interfered with 
Cork' hit* the s killing of swine. I was 'greatly 
pleased . with ! the display of opulence in the 
environs of Cork : the residences o# all the first 



10 .■ . Magnificent JStyk of Living* * 

merchants are out of thfc city, where their 
establishments are on a scale of great fttagii*- 
ficence. We had the pleasure of dining at Mfc 
Crawford's seat, about four miles fiom Cork, 6tx 
the south side of the Lee, whencfe the prospect* 
are delightful ! ..:* : ; l . ; 

Agrfculttire, it seems, has made greater pro- 
gress in this county than in any other in Ire- 
land. I wish it had been possible for ua to have 
visited some of the most spirited improvers* 
There are very large dairy farms in this rieigh- 
bourhood; milk in the city is sold at three- 
pence the quart 

Morrison, speaking of Cork, says * Touching 
the Irish diet, some lords and knights, and 
gentlemen of ; the EngUsh*Irish, and all the 
English there abiding having competent meant, 
use the English diet, but some more, some less 
cleanly, feto or none curiously, and xlo doubt 
they have, as great, and for their part greater 
plenty, than the English* of flesh, fowle^&h, and 
all things for food, if they will usfe like art of 
cookery— always L except firttttsj' venista, and 
some dainties proper to England, and. some it 
Ireland; because they neither so generally &£ 
feet dainty food, nor sd diligently search it ap 
the English do. Many of the English-Irish 






* 
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have .little and little been infected tritfe Irish 
fiUhiness, and that in the very cttfes, excepting 
Dobfcn, and some of the better stat ii* Watesv 
ford, whene* the English continuity lodging in 
their houses use the English diet The Eng* 
lish-Irish, after oar manner* serve to. thai? 
dinners joints of Spstt cut to our fashion, with 
geese, pullets, pigs, and the like fqasted meats. 
But their ordinary food for the common sbrt is 
of whi^e meats; and they eat cakles of Dates fab 
bread, and drinke beer tofewJe of malt aodhopdL^ 

r 

* *". * > • , 

There is a nunnery here of some extent, ani 
of consequence sufficient to entitle it to the 
notice of strangers- The river Lee to .the Cove 
of Cork is highly interesting^— the scenery rich 
and picturesque. We lamented the unfrvdua 
able state of the weather, as it .prevented qtf 
from any further survey of its banks. 

Party animosities here are carried to a great 
height— private comfort and public prosperity 
are always sacrificed' to these unfortunate locid 
fnisimdersta&dittgs, which are greatly promoted 
by the mqtuai desire that each party fosters to 
fcvdid personal conference* with each otfeerj 
Itnd to prefer the i&timtationff and tmsrepM*e*» 
t^kions of intere*t$d> wvidious characters • 
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A I could iot suppress the indignation I felt 
as an Englishman^ at the ; triumphant air with 
which someTcrf the dally prints of the city sought 
to pxtol ahvj&vaiitage supposed to have been 
gained over Jite allies • by JBtionaparte. I /can 
truly fed, and dispassionately, allow, great lati- 
tixL* to> the Irish for their past- sufferings and 
ptisaent: complaints i j but insanity alone can jus* 
ttfy thei conduct of any.otie in looking to France 
fiul axedressoTwidngs: Fatal indeed. has proved 
Hfiqallitoce to every state which has Bought. to 
better its condition through her influence or 
faedifltfriotr^ •: ::- 
9i/i ot li *j[/ \ .> -■ " . • ...... rr . . *> ^ 

9/fFhe*dftterests- of Great Britain and Ireland, 
however misapprehended, have beeh-r^ard~» 
andv under honest administrations, must; always 
b*—rtthe same. .Their contiguity renders thfete 
union as necessary as a , mutual .' friendship is 
requisite for their protection and prosperity. 
Every wound which false piolicy has inflated on 
Ireland has, proved a gangrene in the^side of 
Great Britain. On reference to LelaruTlHis* 
tory of; Ireland, the- manner in which the minis-» 
tors of Queen Elizabeth thought propec to f ex* 
press themselves, with respect to this devoted 
Qountry, is not less entitled to; the contempt 
than k the execration of minds governed, in. the 
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present day, by a sound and liberal- ppl icy* 
* c Should, we exert ourselves in reducing Ireland 
to order and civility, it soon must acquire pbweft 
consequence, and riches — the inhabitants will 
thus be alienated from England — they will cast 
themselves into the arms of, some foreign power* 
or perhaps erect themselves intoa separate and, 
independent state. Let us rather connive, at 
their disorders ; for a weak and disordered 
people never can detach themselves from the 
crown of England." 

Happy am I to perceive a more correct esti- 
mate is now formed of our relative and mutual 
interests, and thence to indulge in the hope 
that nothing can operate to defeat a redress of 
all national vexations but that which is so ca- 
pable of being corrected — a want of temper and 
prudence on the part of the political leaders. 

Much as I wish success to every measure of 
liberal concession and toleration, I should be 
most hostile to the disjunction of the two coun- 
tries. A combination of minds and interests on 
the homely principle of" fair dealing " is indis- 
pensable for the peace, happiness, and pros- 
perity of both ; and I have no hesitation to pro- 
nounce, that those who would deny to Ireland 
a complete redress of her grievances, and a 
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full participation in every national advantage, 
are as. much mistaken in the true and real in- 
terests of the empire, as those who would injudi* 
ciously become the promoters of inconsiderate 
measures with a view to any infraction of the 
union. I have only time to lament that we have 
so little to spare where so much is demanded, 
and to say I am ever yours, 



/ 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Ferraoy, Sept. 14, 1813. 

?Ye quitted Cork with great regret, as the 
view which we had taken of the many interest- 
ing objects, both within the city and its imme- 
diate neighbourhood, was too superficial to be 
satisfactory. 

Our road hither for five miles was by the side 
of the Lee, which forms, at high water, a noble 
river. The ground rises beautifully from each 
side of its banks, and displays to great advantage 
the crowded villas with which it 13 ornamented ; 
while the numerous shipping, passing and re- 
passing, adds greatly to the interest of the 
tcenev 

v Since the union, the shipping of Ireland has 
been greatly augmented, but is not yet in pro- 
portion to its commerce. As capital may be 
acquired, ship-building may become an object 
of greater attention. It may indeed be ob- 
jected, tfeat Ireland id almost destitute of ship 
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timber ; its vicinity to Wales may, however, to 
a certain extent, supply this deficiency. 

The distance from Cork to Fermoy is fifteen 
miles. After quitting the banks of the Lee, we 
found the country hilly, and the soil of a strong 
adhesive nature. We observed with pleasure 
some few attempts at raising green crops ; and 
near the residence of several gentlemen were 
specimens of tolerable husbandry. The use of 
lime as a manure seemed to be very general. 
l?rom the grain still uncut, we did not think 
very favourably of the fertility of the soil, which, 
on our arrival within a few miles of this place, 
changed, and had a light* dry appearance. 

Fermoy is an object of no common interest, 
as it affords an instance of what improvements 
may be accomplished, even by the spirit, , intel- 
ligence, and perseverance, of a single individual. 
Previous to the sale of the estate by Lord Bar- 
rymore, Fermoy was a poor contemptible place ; 
and so it might have continued, had it not for- 
tunately changed hands j for though it has no 
local advantages ' for trade, its situation on the 
banks of the Black Water is very inviting and 
beautiful. < 

* ¥ 9 • 

1 

i 

The exorbitant demand for ground on which 
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to build barracks at Cork, suspended the plans 
proposed there by government* and afforded 
Mr. Anderson an opportunity to make offet of 
a situation at Fermoy for this purpose ; and in 
the .mean time, to erect temporary, barracks at 
hid own expense. These propositions were ac- 
cepted, and the event has fully answered Mr* 
Anderson's expectations A town has arisen as 
if by magic — the streets spacious, the plan re- 
gular—houses neat, and the whole being white* 
washed gives it an air of great cleanliness and 
life* The barracks are erected on an eminence, 
on the north side of the Black Water, and are 
calculated to contain a great force. Here am 
also an extensive brewery — a manufactory for 
carriages and agricultural implements — woollen 
and paper mills* Nor is Fermoy without its 
bank* Mr. Anderson, in becoming a party in 
all undertakings, gives such support, animation, 
and confidence to the whole, that it is impossi- 
ble to remain indifferent to whatever relates in- 
dividually to a gentleman who has been so emi- 
nently useful to his country* Mr. Anderson is 
a native of Dumfries; about forty year* ago, foe 
settled at Cork with a small fortune, which his 
ability and industry greatly improved. His ac- 
tivity and punctuality recommended him on all 
occasions, while his integrity procured him the 
confidence of all with whom he had any trans- 
vol. n. c 
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actions. When government decided on the es- 
tablishment of mail coaches, many difficulties 
and obstacles arose, and it was apprehended no 
one would be found bold enough to embark, in 
what was then considered a* dangerous enter- 
prize. .Mr. Anderson proffered his services j his 
established character inspired confidence ; every 
difficulty was overcome j and the most import* 
ant benefits have resulted from his labors, by the 
facility with which communication is now ex- 
tended to every part of Ireland. The accom- 
plishment of such valuable undertakings by one 
individual is an important practical lesson to 
the country. Contrast the situation and the 
means of an Anderson, with the magnificent 
stations and opulence of the land-owners, and 
then say, what might not a few such characters 
effect for the general prosperity of Ireland? 
Was but a small portion of that spirit, which 
some great proprietors display in the extension 
of their parliamentary influence, directed to ob- 
jects for the substantial and permanent improve- 
ment of their estates, and the melioration of the 
present wretched condition of the tenantry on 
them; the sum of individual happiness and na- 
tional prosperity, resulting from so happy a re* 
volution, would be incalculable. 

Mr. Anderson's residence is on the north 
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bank of the. Black Water ; his house is a hand- 
some modern building, but too much exposed 
for the comfort of the proprietor. 

Among the public buildings at Fermoy is a 
very beautiful church. The ground rents in 
the town are higher than in almost any in Eng- 
land. Six pence the square yard, or at the rate 
of one hundred and twenty-one pounds per sta- 
tute acre. At Leith indeed, a small site near 
the docks was sold at a rate exceeding forty 
thousand ' pound per acre ! A ground rent of 
five pounds a year is paid on a very moderate 
house, letting at about forty pounds per annum. 
Asuinmer'frgrazingfora cow costs four pounds. 
Coals are two shillings a barrel dearer here than 
at Cork, which} must give a decided preference 
to the establishment of manufactories at that 
place. A question may arise how such rents 
are to be paid in future, when there may be less 
occasion for the present military establishments, 
on which the greater portion of the business 
here depends. 

Fermoy is a forcible example of what may be 
accomplished by the genius, resolution, and per- 
severance of ode man'. Whether the establish- 
ment may be able to support itself on a future 

c 2 
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day, when deprived of the abilities of the orfc 
ginal projector — time alone can determine* 

One of the last, but not least interesting ob- 
jects at Fermoy, is the Lancastrian school. The 
number of children taught is very considerable. 
We were unfortunate in making ofrr visit while 
the scholars were at their breakfkst, which de- 
prived us of the pleasure of ascertaining their 
proficiency. 

It is impossible to contemplate the means 
every where resorted to for the expansion of 
the infant mind, and not anticipate great ex- 
tension of human happiness ; no longer need 
the ploughman " whisfle for want of thought/' 
or fly to excess as a relief from the irksomenes* 

of leisure. 

*i » . • 

You will be surprised to learn that something 
not unlike universal suflrage prevails in very 
many parts of .this country. The power of 
creating freeholders is almost unlimited. It is 
done by deed — for qualification there is none : 
so that the right to vote is unconnected with 
property farther than the individual's cabin re- 
sidence, which is all that is required, Bert to fer 
are these wretched individuals from receiving 
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ttenefit from their inapposite distinction of free- 
holder, or consideration for their votes, that it 
operates a contrary way, and puts them to ex- 
pense and loss of tim*, without the privilege of 
having any choice z ruin would inevitably over* 
take biro, who should (fare to presume to have 
any opinion, but that dictated to him by his 
landlord ; and the candidate who should solicit, 
or accept without solicitation, the vote of a 
tenant against the will of his landlord, must 
answer the irregularity with his life, and incur 
the general odium of his own class in society. 
Popular opinion has little of no influence in the 
election of the one hundred Irish members. 
Election contests with us procure, for a time, 
some consideration for die lower ranks— what 
dignifies the English character, debases the Irish. 
The magnitude of the evil is greater than can 
be conceived by those who have not had an op- 
portunity of witnessing its effects. In the most 
venal places in England, besides the bribe, some 
condescension is expected \ here the poor voter 
is only degraded by an additional link to the 
chain of his dependency. The representation of 
the town rests mostly in each body corporate, 
which seldom exceeds twelve members. The 
selecting for representation by the extent of 
the population was a farce, in which the peo- 
ple had no assigned part to act. The demo- 
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cratic part of the British constitution, quoad the 
Irish, had better not exist. What a contrast 
does the election of* the twenty-eight peers 
returned to parliament for Scotland exhibit? 
These may truly boast of being chosen by two 

■ * 

hundred and seven of the most enlightened and 
independent electors that ever exercised the 
function of voters ! Adieu. 

tf« v/. \s* 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Lismore, Sept. 15, 1813. 

* / * 

. * -i 

J_ HE happiness or misery (ff any community 
can never be viewed with indifference. The. 
most superficial observer rejoices or sympa- 
thizes in the exterior appearances which, are 
presented to his consideration. Happily pos- 
sessed is that wealth, which has been obtained 
by promoting and extending the felicity of our 
fellow creatures — if it create envy in the bosoms 
of a few, it is secure of the respect and ap- 
probation which good men are ever ready to 
concede. 

The activity and bustle that pervade Fer- 
moy indicate its inhabitants to be in possession 
of at least a fair share of the comforts of life. 
Their personal appearance, and the respectabi- 
lity of their habitations, confirm the persuasion. 
The town is well situated j and when it is con* 
sidered, as it really is, the creation of a single 
individual, in the short space of a few years, it 
produces not less admiration, than a desire that 
it should be attentively regarded by the great 

5 
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landed proprietors in Ireland, as an example 
worthy of imitation, and of what is capable of 
being done towards an augmentation of national 
consequence, and the comforts to which the 
lower orders of the people are so justly entitled. 
Contrasting the state of their idle, wretched te- 
nantry, with that of the industrious and respect* 
able inhabitants of Ferinoy, could not fail of 
awakening their attention, not only to their own* 
individual interest, but to the general welfare o$ 
the community; 

Mr. M'Cassel* whose residence is near Feiv 
moy , has the reputation of being a good farmer* 
Lord Riversdale has made great improvements 
at Rathconnack, and has extensively adopted 
the system of green crops. We did not ob- 
serve a single field of clover in the course of 
the fifteen miles between Cork and Fermoy — 
the cultivation of the potatoes was all in lazy 
beds. 

■ 

The banks of the Black Water ate very beau* 
tiful : the southern side, on which we travelled 
from Fermoy, is flat, the northern bold; both 
crowded with cottages. The hedges are formed 
principally of white-thorn, and thickly planted 
with timber. We were gratified with the ap- 
pearance of much wood in various parts of our 
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drive to Lismore* hx the husbandry* there 
was nothinjg worthy of notice — the crops ag»* 
peared to be light, and the harvest late. We * 
observed sotrte lands under the preparation of 
fallowing for .wheat; a practice which had, not 
oecijrrqd to Us for a length of time. In. this 
neighbourhood were teen many gentlemen's 
seats, i$td the cabins had the appearance of 
some interior comfort. The manner in whicl^ 
farming is conducted may generally be as- 
certained by the implements employed; the 
Seotch carts, made at Ferjnoy, are too large 
and heavy for the common, horses of the coun- 
toys & smaller kind of cart, adopted in Cum- 
berland,, wftuld answer better here, and be 
more likely to come into general use with the 
small ftrtaers : I prevailed on the Secretary of 
the Cork Institution to permit my ordering one 
to be sent to the Society, under an impression 
that, if the cost be admissible, it may remove the 
principal objection, as to the weight of the 
Scotch cart. The price of labor, when in- 
dividuals are so fortunate as to have constant 
employment, is under a shilling a day. The 
want of inland navigation makes fuel dear. 
This must operate greatly, as I before observed, 
against the successful result of manufactories at 
Fermoy. 
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As we approached lismore, we found the 
fields well laid out, and the hedges particularly 
fine. The pleasure thus called forth was not 
of long continuance: on our arrival here the 
town presented a scene of wretchedness and 
misery, which was distressing to behold— even 
in Ireland, where suoh appearances of poverty 
too often occur. What a contrast did this 
place present to that which we had just left ? * 

' It was impossible to survey the dirty and 
dilapidated buildings, without sympathizing in 
the general suffering. Fuel is scarce and dear % 
the turf is brought from a considerable distance/ 
and appears to be of an inferior quality. 

To behold a large community bowed down in 
hopeless indigence, cannot fail to inspire feel* 
ings of a most painful nature, in those who are 
but transitory visitors ! What must be the ef- 
fect of such a depression of character, on the 
proprietor of the soil? especially one in the 
possession of extensive estates in England, ac- 
customed to survey the comforts there, so 
widely diffused among his dependants. Report 
says, the Duke of Devonshire purposes to re- 
build the Castle of Lismore, and restore it to 
its ancient grandeur. Situated on a lofty rock 
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overhanging the Black Water, whose opposite 
bank is bold and well clothed with wood, with 
a beautiful and rich valley beneath, extending 
to Coppoquin, it possesses in its locale, all that 
is necessary to form a princely residence : to 
make it really so, a revolution must be effected 
in the condition of the surrounding inhabitants j 
or joyless will be the abode, where the eye may 
not venture to look beyond the limits of the 
palace, lest it encounter the misery of the sur- 
rounding people. A castle, as at present, in 
ruins, comports with a town in a state of decay. 
Restore the palace only, and the wretchedness 
of the place will be increased by the contrast. 
I sincerely wish the noble personage may con- 
tinue his predilection for this spot, as the probable 
consequences would be the adoption of mea- 
sures that would stimulate to industrious pur- 
suits all classes in its neighbourhood. The 
proudest distinction of nobility is the inclina- 
tion and ability to augment the sum of human 
happiness — in the case before us, a prospective 
return of increased revenue, as well as the pre- 
sent indulgence of our finest feelings, proclaim 
the wisdom and humanity of the undertaking. 
The castle and its immense appendent domains 
are not the objects here most to be envied — 
the power of converting idleness and indigence 
into activity and independence, cannot be sug- 
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gested (o the mind without enviable expect* 
ations* Although the progress of improve* 
ments, generally speaking, is slow, yet means 
of accomplishing) at pace* what under ordinary 
circumstances would: require the duration of a 
long life to efiect, sometimes occur* All the 
leases on this part of the Duke of Devonshire's 
property are now about to expire. When this 
circumstance is taken into consideration* with 
the time of life at which bis Grace has suc- 
ceeded to the honotjr* and patrimonial estates 
<rf his family* what an opportunity offers it- 
self for patriotic improvement^ and giving an 
example for the imitation of others. Here 
might practices easily be established* which 
would have the effect of a school for teaching a 
better system of husbandry, and the management 
of all ruffel aflairs. Hence might conviction be 
so forced oo the incredulous* and diffused 
among the laborious orders, that no doubt would 
remain of their comfort becoming increased in 
the ratio of their exertions* and their happiness 
secured in proportion to the confidence they 
reposed in their employers* and their obedience 
and respect for the laws of the land* The 
Irish car, and the long handled shovel, would 
soon give place to the Cumberland cart, and 
garden spade, whilst every other approved im- 
plement, and species of management, by being 

l 
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there successfully brought into use, would ra- 
pidly be adopted throughout the country. To 
put the liberality of the pnqject out of all doubt, 
a manufactory for such purposes oh the spot 
would be a national benefit 5 where the indus- 
trious but indigent laborer might be supplied, 
at half-price, with the best adapted tool for the 
work on which he might be employed. The 
sacrifice of one thousand pounds by the land- 
lord would soon save such a sum to each farmer 
ad would repay any advance of rent, with which 
the lands in the neighbourhood of such dis- 
tinguished and valuable improvements might 
be fairly charged. The labor of a horse would 
thus soon be saved on a moderate sized farm, 
the expense of which cannot be stated at less 
titan fifteen pounds per amium^— the substitution 
of the spade for the shovel would double the 
work of each individual, and lead the way to an 
advance of wages, and augmentation of comfort 
to the lower classes. Should it be objected, 
that, in a country where work is scarce, this 
improved mode would have the effect of throw- 
ing more individuals than at present out of 
employ— I beg leave to reply, that the in- 
creased demand of manual labor, consequent 
on the introduction of every species of im- 
provement, would be greater than could be 
met by the facilities afforded in the use of the 
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most' appropriate tools. The importance of* 
these objects is great, whether considered in a 
national or individual point of light, and not 
unworthy the serious attention of those in the 
most exalted stations. Would it not be a 
prouder distinction to have introduced the 
Scottish cart, and English spade, to the indus- 
trious husbandmen of an extensive district, 
than, by the ingenuity and agency of others, to 
have erected the finest Gothic structure in the 
empire ? Deserved praise for the introduc- 
tion of implements, to facilitate manual labor, 
would exclusively belong to the proprietor; 
while the merits of the edifice would rest with 
the architect, and the admiration it creates 
lead on all occasions to. the common inquiry**- 
" Who gave the plan ? " Objects of substantial 
utility are those which are most entitled to tUe 
commendations of mankind; Little minds are 
captivated by exhibitions — great ones by those 
actions which deserve the approbation of the 
wise, and the applause of the virtuous. 

Although agriculture is entitled to a pre- 
cedence in the employment of man, and ought 
to be the first consideration in every well-re- 
gulated state ; yet I am now convinced, that it 
cannot be carried to its utmost profitable extent, 
without the support of manufactories and com- 
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merce ; of the importance of which to the hus* 
bandry of every country, I was not so fully aware 
until I visited Ireland. The inhabitants of rich 
countries can alone afford to bring into . cul- 
tivation poor ground. It is here the profits of 
die manufacturer would not only create a new 
market, and a further demand, but enable him to 
pay a higher price for the produce of the soil, 
than the cultivator can afford: and as the 
labor of a man has been found, on all ordinary 
occasions, equal to provide for his own wants, 
and those of his family ; after every alb wan ce 
which can possibly be made, there would re* 
main in society, were it exclusively confined to 
agriculture, a great surplus population, the 
members of which would become a dead weight 
on the productive labor of the community, if 
manufactories in its neighbourhood did not 
afford them employment. 

The present unfortunate situation of Ireland 
has proved to me, that cheap food is not the 
blessing which, by many, may be imagined: 
the greatest political alteration that could take 
place in this distressed country would be a dis- 
like to potatoes, and a general preference in the 
rising generation to bread and animal food. I 
have formerly been an advocate for an extended 
growth and use of the potatoe, but have re- 
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cently had cause to alter my opinion;/ and 
must now earnestly deprecate their becoming 
die staple article of food for the lower classes. in 
Great Britain, lest similar results to those which 
I witness in this country should ; follow. Asa 
security against famine, the potatoe is invalid 
able j but as a mean for supporting the existence 
of man T without that exertion he ought daily to 
make for the preservation of his health and fa- 
culties, it is certainly not desirable* 

Food haying been demonstrated by Mr. Mai* 
thus to be the only limit to papulation ; a 
country where the inhabitants would be content 
to live wholly on this root might support num- 
bers of people beyond any calculation: e. g. 
Fifteen Irish are maintained* by the prpdufce of 
the same extent of land required for the sup- 
port of one English manufacturer j and y wfcre the 
most improved modes of cultivating this ve- 
getable resorted to by the cottiers, the dispro- 
portion would still be greater. A population 
thus produced seems to exceed all capital, and 
means of occupation at home. 

As the happiness of those individuals who are 
not compelled to labor for their subsistence 
depends on pursuit — so with those who are ob- 
liged to labor in order that they may live, it 
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depends on employment. This is the first oc- 
casion which I have had of witnessing the ab- 
sence of profitable employment among a re* 
dundant population,, and I have no hesitation 
in declaring it, as my humble opinion, to be one 
of the great sources whence spring the miseries 
of Ireland. 

* 

- Utfqrocstkmably, rou<A^ 
tart while the population proceeds as it does afc 
present, unsupported by profitable labor, there 
seems no possibility *f.*&y remedy short of * 
radical reform, and thirt beginning ia the highfer 
order*? and graduaHy deffloendiag to the moat 
subordinate classes* ' • : 

The desirable alteration, if it could be effect* 
ed^i&tbat which would call the people into con- 
stant active employment, and* make them sharers 
in those reasonable comforts of lift, to which, as 
rational beings, they are so jattly entitled. Adieu* 

-«!« w» v-/« 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

Dungarvon, Sept. 15, 1813. 

C/ AN you imagine a more piteous case than 
that of a poor exhausted traveller, who, after 
passing a whole day without refreshment, ar- 
rives at a town with a fine sounding name, 
which sent two members to the Irish parlia- 
ment, and yet actually affording nothing on 
which the demands of hunger and thirst could be 
satisfied ; but indifferent bread and worse tea — 
nor was this all: Sancho Pan$a observes, 
" Blessed be the man who first invented sleep !" 
The filthy appearance of the beds precluded 
even this comfort. It seems strange that the 
political contests which have taken place in this 
borough should not have produced a better 
inn and accommodations* 

I shall endeavour to banish the recollection 
of these momentary vexations, by making you, 
as far as I am able, a partaker of the pleasure, 
which the enchanting country through which 
we passed from Lismore afforded us. We were 
tempted to walk as far as Cappoquin, that we 
might at more leisure enjoy the scenery, which 
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the beauty of the banks of the Black Water 

presented. . 

» « 

From the bridge at Lismore, which is a noble 
edifice, a very fine, view of the castle is ob- 
tained ; exhibiting the whole base of the ma- 
jestic rock on which it is erected. The valley 
on the south side of the river, though confined, 
is extremely luxuriant. The hills rise boldly 
on the northern bank, and are covered with 
wood to Cappoquin, a distance of four miles. 
About a mile from the town, the orchards com- 

■ 

mence, and it is here the best Irish cider is 
made. There are; several handsome seats of 
gentlemen, ornamented with timber, on the 
way to Cappoquin, the scenery of which is very 
picturesque. 

Cappoquin is a neat small town, situated 
also on the Black Water, i where the current of 
the river alters, its course from the west to the 
south. It is navigable for small craft from 
Youghall, and hence by means of a canal to 
Lismore. The Black Water at Youghall is re- 
ported to be a very beautiful stream, to which 
we can easily give credit from its appearance, 
on our drive from Fermoy. 

On quitting Cappoquin by the Dungarvon 

d2 
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road, we were highly pleased with the good 
order and neatness of a few fields, which could 
not have been better managed. We understood 
they belonged to Captain Barnes, whose credit 
as a farmer would be deservedly great in any 
oountry. V : 

• ■ i 

Nothing can exceed the beauty and richness 
of the vale from Cappoquin to Dun gar von ; the 
soil is admirable, and the ctfops of grain very 
weighty. The breadth of the vaffey ib from 
three to four miles, bounded on both sides by 
ranges of hills which' are well enclosed, and 
cultivated to their summits ; indeed the whole 
of this part of the country i& well wooded; From 
Cappoquin, through the vale, is nine miles, and 
it is difficult to imagine any thing more de- 
lightful than the whole of this distance. As 
fhe sun set, his golden tints spread over ihe 
fields of harvest, and diffused a richness on 
every feature of the landscape. It was with 
much regret we perceived the night drawing on, 
as we could willingly have employed a few ad- 
ditional hours in contemplating the luxuriance 
of the scene. 

There appeared to be much lime used in this 
district ; we saw lime-kilns in all directions, and 
the lime-stone rock, frequently bursting out 
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fromtfe surface* Naturehaa here done much-* 
man littl&~towards rendering this valley one of 
the mast charming districts in Ireland* The 
cabins i however are very, wretched, very few 
acres under fallow, anil po appearance of grata 
crops. It was quite dark before we reached 
Dungarvon, when, to our dismay, we found the 
flowing: ;; tide very i high, , She bridge , broken 
down* i and the, ferry -boat so ilL calculated for 
the conveyance of hocsc&v th^t, miserable as was 
the hovel on that side of the water, we preferred 
leaving them, to the risk, of their being lamed 
in the dark. ; We ferried over to Dungarvon, 
under: no doubt of finding tolerable accomblod*- 
tions.--*-But~~we do not complain without rea» 
son-*-nor claim pity for trifles which happily a 
will terminate ! 



Thirty thousand pounds are said to have beca 
expended by the late Duke of Devonshire in 
attempting to rebuild the bridge, and when on 
the eve of completion, the foundation gave way* 
The: work is still proceeding* and, if ever finish*- 
ed, it will be a great benefit to the place. The 
contests in the borough have been very e*- 
pensive ; the interest at prtseot is not in , the 
Devonshire family* 

The Nymph bank, lying off the shore, renders 



38 Description of Dungaroon. 

the situation of Dungarvon elegifole for fishing > 
a number of small craft are employed in the 
transport of fish and potatoes to Dublin. The 
harbour is said to be difficult of approach j but 
when vessels are in it, the bason appears safe 
and commodious. 

The town is small, and the streets nai^ow.— 
It is likely I may not have a better opportunity 
of giving you the result of my observations on 
the general state of the tenantry of the country* 

The size of farms from fifteen to thirty acres 
would give an average of about twenty-two or 
twenty-three acres to each. Portions of these 
are again sublet to cottiers, whose rents are 
.paid by labor done for! the tenants ; from whom 
they sometimes receive milk and some other 
necessaries. These running accounts, are an 
endless source of dissatisfaction, of dispute, and 
of contention at the quarter sessions. In some 
of the most populous parts of Ireland, there is 
supposed to be an inhabitant for every acre, 
while die cultivation of the soil, as now prac- 
tised, does not afford employment for a third of 
that population. In the north, where the linen 
trade has been established, the lower classes are 
weavers, which gives them a great superiority 
over the southern districts. The labor on the 
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highways and great roads, for which such large 
assessments are made on the counties, afford, for a 
portion of the year, a great source of employment/ 

• \ . : 

* t * * 

If the Irish have not the laborious, habits of 
the English, it ought rather to be considered 
a misfortune, than to be imputed to them 
*3 blame. Industry is an acquirement of earty 
life, and becomes strengthened and habitual by 
years, In a countiy where there is little de* 
raand and Ho encouragement for indiistrious 
exertions, it cannot be surprising that this habit 
is- not acquired. The women, also,, having ncf 
vocation: but (hat of attending to their families,* 
are equally indolent, and thus the offspring of 
sucSh parents are nursed in sloth and nlirtttfed 
in idleness. " 

The minute subdivision of lands among the 
occupants is attended with many serious evils* 
The. rents of these small aublet parcels become 
so high to the actual cultivators, as to preclude 
all profitable returns from their labour. Ifi 
affords " too 'great a facility to marriagfe." The 
population becomes increased beyond the 
capital of the country employed in husbandry ^ 
and the supernumerary individuals are compelled 
to subsist on the produce of others 9 labor, to 
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which they have no poTOr of cm^ The 

aggregate number of horses is greater Ham 
would be required, if the estates we*e dtttri* 
buted into moderately-sized farms ; whilst the 
want of farming buildings, beride <>ther disad- 
vantages, prevents the accumulation cf manure. 

The laborers, with few exceptions* are ail 
married. The fanners hjtve no hired servants^ 
of either sex, residing in their dwellings $ tills 
is another serious evil arising out of s&afi firms. 
Ireland, which in extent is nearly equal to one* 
half of Great Britain, does not probably em- 
ploy one-tenth of the agricultttral servants. 

• r • 

• • » • • * 

The buildings on every &rut, being ereeteA at 
the expense of the tenant, are necessarily on 
the most limited scale, seldom more than a 
cabin, and this insufficient for the shelter of 
the family beyond their earliest days. As the 
children grow tip, they are compelled t& swk 
another establishment for themselves, stad to 
hazard every consequence that may ensue* 
Alternative they have none. Such is the ruiti* 
cos effects of small tenements, a* far as they 
regard the individual occupiers* The interests 
of all parties suffer, and it would be for the 
advantage of the whole community to promote 
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xs&c$l tt£mn of the present disreputable 
rpttiDw But haw this is to be effected, as I 
hweihefbne observed, i&tbe question ? 



& » ■ ' 



. To the proprietors of lands under long leases 
no temptation.! for any change can be offered* 
An Mfccrietaed rent could not be had on the 
consolidation of several small forms, while the 
expenditure in buildings, even if that could be 
insured, would be inconveniently borne, and 
would be fatal to any idea of such aa alteration. 

i 

The «uperidr freshness and fertility of the 
soil enables the huabaadraen in Ireland to ob* 
tain crops* with perhaps om»thiid of tbe manure 
W&icfe is required in. Great Britain j were this 
BOt tbe Case, the country must long ago have 
feegft ; (excessively deteriorated. The richness 
ef the . surface detests all the efforts of man to 
sterilise it* for, however just may be the oen- 
suie of want of exertion on other occasions, I 
ittust five the Irish credit for being very per- 
#*Writ)g in their endeavours for this purpose. 

i ♦ * • * * ^ 

■ . * * * 

<. When fe. fatal bebomes Vacant, the smallness 
tf the capital required for its occupation con- 
tributes to the competition for it, and enhances 
the ami beyond all prudent calculation. The 
high prices of grain, with the privations to 
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which the farming community restrict them- 
selves, have enabled them, though not without 
difficulty, to pay their extravagant rents j bat I 
cannot, without the most painful sensations, 
anticipate the consequences whicfy must attend 
these poor creatures on corn falling to a fail! 
level price; and, as this may reasonably be ex- 
pected, the distress in every part of Ireland 
will then be inconceivable. 

Happy would it be if the landed proprietors 
could be persuaded of the numerous evils which 
arise out of this minute subdivision of land. 
A view of the present misery, and the sad assur- 
ance of its daily increase, damps the pleasur- 
able prospects, which otherwise would be 
afforded from a survey of the inexhaustible 
fertility of this glorious country. The spirit of 
agricultural improvement which, in converting 
barren wastes to fruitful districts, has so largely 
benefited the empire, can operate but partially 
in favor of Ireland. The whole system i* 
radically wrong ; the hope of its change for the 
better, remote. A failure in the potytoe crop, 
which Heaven avert ! would nearly absorb the 

» 

whole resources of the country to subsist its 
population ; which, at the best of times, is 
burthensome, but by such a casualty may be- 
come destructive, 

5 
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Titbes also are a grievous tax on the small 
farmer, two-thirds of whose lands are generally 
under grain. In a farm of four hundred acres, 
about one hundred and fifty may be supposed 
liable to corn tithes: ; in small farms, the aggre- 
gate number of acres of which being the same, 
two hundred and sixty, or probably more, 
would be found subject to the like claim. 

It is quite* melancholy to dilate on such a 
system, but more so to witness its operations, 
without being able to suggest any practical 
means for alleviating the misery of ao many 
millions of our fellow creatures. Adieu* 



«F« v^» v/» 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



Waterford, Sept. 16, 1815. 

?TE were ready with the first dawn of day 
to quit Dungarvod, where neither rest nor 
refreshment was to \ be obtained. Though not 
much disposed to be in humour with the town, 
the harbour had claims on our attention. 
It is very spacious, and apparently very con* 
venient for trade. Land near the borough lets 
for five pounds, that in the vale for three pounds 
per acre. The tithes of some of the parishes 
through which we passed were divided between 
ecclesiastic and lay impropriators. 

At the distance of about five miles from 
Dungarvon we left the vale, and ascended a 
ridge of hills of considerable height, which we 
crossed. The whole country, through which 
our road lay for above twenty miles, was hilly ; 
the soil but indifferent, and the cultivation of 
it worse. The population is not so redundant, 
yet the cottages are as poor as in most parts of 
Ireland. We stopped to breakfast at a half-way 
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house, a small irin, where the landlord was 
cd&sidered a great fanner, occupying above 
one hundred acres,, at a rent of forty shillings 
per acre ; twelve shillings per acre is the tithe 
composition for wheat and potatoes; nine for 
barley . and meadow, and six for oats. No 
fences, except with mounds, are . here to be 
teen* and scarcely a tree. When within a mile 
of Waterford the land improves ; near the city 
are a number of good houses, bespeaking the 
wealth and consequence of the pUce we were 
approaching* King William is reported to have 
s&id, when he first got sight of Waterford, that 
it was a country well worth fighting for. Water- 
find is built along the west bank of the Suir, — 
1 most noble stream. Close to its banks, the 
ground rises on both sides, leaving but a small 
apace of fiat ground along the river. In the 
<tt part of the town, the streets are steep and 
narrow ; the quay is very spacious, and exceeds a 
mile in length ; — the houses are good, and at 
its extremity is a very handsome modern street, 
in which are situated the Bishop's palace and the 
cathedral. The quay called to my recollection 
tlffi Garorme at Bourdeaux, though undoubtedly 
less magnificent ; yet is it highly sufficient, and 
s6 commodious that ships of considerable 
burden lie afloat at all times within a short 
distance of it , 4 An extensive range of ware- 
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houses has recently been built on land, which 
sold for this purpose after the rate of eight 
hundred pounds an acre ; the ground rent for a 
tolerably good house on the quay, amounts 
yearly to forty pounds, and lands near the town 
let for eight pounds an acre. The merchants 
have lately erected a very handsome exchange 
and coffee room, where strangers are admitted 
and received in the most liberal manner. The 
cathedral is a large building, but its exterior 
has a mean appearance ; the palace, however, is 
a handsome and commodious edifice. 

i 

Waterford, as a commercial place, has an ap- 
pearance of opulence, superior to any' of the 
sea-ports we have visited. The breweries and 
distilleries are extensively employed ; • the 
slaughtering trade has greatly increased of late 
years ; s&venty-five thousand pigs have been 
exported to England in one year, to be there 
cured and dried. The agricultural ' produce 
alone, exported from Waterford, yearly amounts 
to three millions sterling; in 1776, Mr. AJ 
Young states that fifty thousand casks of butter, 
containing a hundred weight* each, were then 
sent from this port ; at present that number is 
nearly doubled. The American and Newfound- 
land trades have been also Considerable, and,' 
in the event of peace, would, probably revive. 
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I wa* suprfaed to hear of the distance whence 
the Irish pigs are driven to Waterfbrdj their 
length of leg in this case is advantageous ; and 
it is possible, that, on this account, they may 
answer better than those breeds with shorter 
legs, and a greater disposition to become fat ; 
but which would, probably, be incapable of 
performing such journeys. 1 The Suir is navi* 
gable to Carrick. Through a great part of the 
town, the pavement is extremely bad, owing, 
as we understood, to an existing dispute with 
the coporation ; but as that has now terminated 
in an allowance of twelve hundred pounds per 
annum from the corporate body, it is presumed 
that, with the addition of eight hundred a year 
which the sweepings of the streets are estimated 
to yield, the pavement, in the course of a few 
years, may be completed. 

Our plan was to have gone through Wexford 
and Wicklow ; but the very unfavorable reports 
of the roads deterred us ; and we were deprived 
of the gratification of seeing a most romantic and 
picturesque country, as well as some of the best 
farming in Ireland. 

Hitherto we have travelled along the sea 
coast} we shall now take our leave of the 

9 

shore, and have an opportunity of seeing some- 
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thing of the interior, where L am, apjprehe&siye 
every thing will be found in a. worse state. We 
breakfasted with Mr. Peat t the coal trade 
makes a constant intercourse between this place 
and Cumberland. 

Sir John Newport was from home? bis ufa 
sence I much regretted, as bo man has a more 
extensive knowledge of the political situation 
of Ireland, or is more zealously attached to ite 
interests $ and few have rendered* the country 
such important services. The beneficial me** 
sure* which allowed a free intercourse of graii** 
he very ably promoted. 

We are most anxious to reach Dublin, Where 
we fondly anticipate receiving > tidings from 
England. In the last six weeks, we have been 
so fortunate as to have had but one thorough 
day of rain ; and we have now travelled , eight 
hundred and thirty miles; the: narrative of 
wbieh may not perhaps have been much lesa 
fatiguing to you, than the journey has been to 
yours* ever, &c. Adieu. 

tl* \J* w« 
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LETTER XL. 

« 

Kilkenny, Sept. 18, 1813. 

X HE beauty of its situation, together with 
the bustle and active exertions diplayed at 
Waterford, impressed us highly in its favor. The 
national union has proved very beneficial to its 
commerce, which has greatly increased of late 
years. Unquestionably a participation in the 
general trade of England, must eventually 
contribute greatly to the prosperity of Ireland. 

. The difficulty and delay of ferrying over* 
deterred us from crossing the Suir, though, by 
so doing, we should have saved six miles in our 
journey to the Royal Oak. The wooden bridge 
of Waterforfl is little inferior to that at Derry* 
Much of the country to Knocktopher is very 
poor, and but thinly inhabited. At a small 
village, about a mile from Knocktopher, we 
observed, in the church-yard, a rookery, which 
was the first we had seen in Ireland j elsewhere 
it might have proved a nuisance ; here, most 
probably, it little interfered with the devotions 
of the parishioners. 

VOL. II. E 



50 Cloth Manufactories. 

Sir Henry Langrishe has a fine seat at Knock- 
topher ; among his farming improvements I had 
the pleasure to see a small irrigated meadow of 
florin. We had now come twenty miles, and it 
was with difficulty we could procure a bait for 
our horses, which was a serious consideration* 
as we had yet ten miles to Kilkenny. 

Sir John Flood's noble and extensive place is 
within two miles of Knocktopher. The farming, 
as far as we could judge from the quantity of 
land under green crops, seemed to be well 
conducted ; and as the general soil of the 
country is of good staple, a farmer possessing 
capital makes such ground productive. The 
contrast between the farm under the direction 
of Sir John flood and those which surround it, 
is conclusive evidence of the necessity of a due 
application of capital. Lime here seems to be 
abundantly used, and is burnt with Kilkenny 
coal. 

We observed several mills on the different 
streams of water. The fabrication of cloth is 
pretty extensive, and the people had the ap- 
pearance of being well employed. The coal 
of the country, though emitting an offensive 
smell, is drawn to a great distance, and much 
of it is consumed in the limekilns. 

l 
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» • • * 
About seven miles befote we reached Kil- 

kemiy we had a prodigious fine view of th6 
Offensive plain in which it is situated ; the 
country is rich, tolerably well wooded, and 
abounds with gentlemen's seats. As we ap- 
proached the town, we found the land well 
inclosed, and the fences admirable. We had to 
regret the day so soon closed in. I should, 
however* do injustice to thfe exertions of one 
gentleman, Were I to pass unnoticed his castel* 
lated mansion. When the appearance of a 
country suffers no deforftiity by the operations 
of individuals, every one is privileged to exercise 
hid own taste for its decoration. 

The Irish town, or suburbs, as we should call 
them, are large, dirty, and comfortless, and, like 
Most other approaches to the larger towns in Ire- 
land, exhibited much wretchedness. We found 
great bustle in the street, amd every other in- 
dication of a populous place. The inn is not 
to be complained of; but the noxious fotaes 
from the fires are intoleraby offensive. Kil- 
kenny coal has long been celebrated as forming 
one of the wonders of Ireland, in its producing 
ire without smoke ; which has long ceased to 
be & wonder m South Wales, whence the stone 
coil for drying malt is procured ; it is a coal of 
Very stellar qualify to that found at Kilkenny, 

£ 2 
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and is applied in the same manner, and to the 
like purposes. Smoke from all matters in com* 
bustion is more or less offensive ; but it is not to 
be compared to the oppressive influence of the 
sulphureous odor which poisons the air of this 
neighbourhood, and communicates its effluvia 
to all food with which it is dressed. 

When once ignited, it burns bright and in- 
tensely for a number of hours without any 
perceptible smoke j but, like the stone coal, it 
requires wood or charcoal, and is troublesome 
to light. The large coal alone is in uqe for 
domestic purposes; the small, like that in Wales, 
is applied to the purpose of burning lime. The 
price is fifty shillings the ton : I wished to have 
seen the mines, but finding they were five miles 
out of our road, and that a survey of them 
would cost us a dozen hours, I did not think 
them worth that sacrifice. 

This has been a very fatiguing day* I shall 
conclude before we start to morrow. 

September 19. 

The atmosphere of every part of the house 
was so saturated with the fumes from the coal, 
that I felt greatly oppressed, nor could much 
relief be obtained by opening the windows, 
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as the external air was equally offensive; on 
this account a Residence in Kilkenny can by no' 
ifieans be desirable. 

r 

* 

On a cursory inspection of the town, this 
ntorning, we saw two or three good streets j at 
the extremity of one the Earl of Ormond has 
a noble palace. The cathedral stands on an 
eminence, and is in a tolerably good style of 
architecture. The part of it which claims 
most attention is the round tower, which is a 
very lofty and imposing feature* A consider- 
able manufactory of coarse woollens is esta- 
blished here, and blankets are also manu- 
factured of extraordinary lightness, and fine- 
ness of quality. 

It being Sunday, the crowds of all ranks 
seen in the streets on their way to mass afforded 
a sample of the population, which is estimated 
at twenty thousand souls. The common people 
were observed to be ill dressed, very noisy, 
and many of them inebriated. We had not 
seen so much disorder any where but at Gal way. 

The situation of the inhabitants on the coast, 
I have no doubt, is superior to that of the in ? 
terior ; for though the general state of trade is 
not flourishing, still it creates some degree of acti- 

4 
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vity, and furnishes employment to many who 
would otherwise bp idle. We are now setting 
out for the Royal Oak, where we purpose to 
breakfast, and I mean there to employ my 
Sp^day, mornjng in discussing a question of 
vital importance ; namely, the State of religious 
parties in Ireland, Adieu. 

v« %*• V/» 
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LETTER XU. 

Royal Oak, Sept. 19, 1815. 

J.N compliance with the promise I made in my 
last from Kilkenny, I sit down to a task of not 
less difficulty than delicacy. 

Truth is the primary object in all investiga- 
tions, but pre-eminently so in matters relative to 
different religious persuasions. To arrive at the 
truth, every precaution should be taken, that 
the passions do not influence the understanding, 
or warp the judgment : in the ordinary con- 
cerns of life, this on all occasions is deemed in- 
dispensable, and admitted to be just : how 
greatly then is it to be deplored that in the 
discussion of a subject, where a more than usual 
share of temper, moderation, and forbearance, 
is required, we find these virtuous qualities least 
in practice, even by those eminently distin- 
guished for liberality, wisdom, and piety. We 
are always disinclined to avow our private sen- 
timents in the examination of controvert^! 
points, lest our opinions should prove to be ge- 
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nerally unesteemed, or unacceptable to those 
whom we respect. 

Conciliation and mutual concession, in ages 
past, would have spared mankind torrents of 
tears, and oceans of blood j independently of 
their having in the mean time been deprived of 
the full benefit of the Christian dispensation. 

w 

The least alteration of the telescope from its 
true focus, destroys all its powers ; distant ob- 
jects, instead of becoming more perceptible, are 
rendered obscure — frequently diminished, and 
often perverted. If the principle of human in- 
telligence be likened to this instrument, . shall 
the focus of its perceptions be treated with less 
respect ? or, shall the natural or acquired pre- 
dispositions and biases of the human heart be 
considered as less entitled to the care and at* 
tention of those skilled in the optics of religion, 
and in the best practices of morality ? 

On the great question of catholic emancipation, 
X should glory in conferring with a mind compe- 
tent to its full investigation, dispassionate, and 
free from all polemical prejudices and political 
predeterminations. To such a person I should 
not feel ashamed to acknowledge, that it is the 



. Influence of Religious Persuasions. 57 

apprehension of these influences on my intellect, 
which have hitherto deterred me from entering 
on the subject. This concession I would gladly 
makerin the hope of imbibing the opinions of 
one .so liberally and effectually endowed. But 
as I know not where this prodigy is to be found, 
I must continue to doubt the impressions on 
my own mind, aad distrust the competence and 
candour ; of others. 
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The influence of religion on national cha- 
racter is so powerful, that a very slight ac- 
quaintance with the History of Ireland is suf- 
ficient to show, how great a proportion of the 
miseries, which have afflicted this country for 
the last .two hundred years, have had their 
origin in the religious persuasions of the peo- 
ple ; whose utter ignorance has been practised 
on by unworthy members of their church, till 
persecution and oppression have engendered 
the most direful passions, and given birth to 
crimes and enormities without number. Cha- 
rity, which ought to be the rule of conduct in 
both parties, is exercised very feebly by either — 
hence the protestant and catholic are equally 
prone to credit all those existing calumnies 
against each other, which wickedness or folly may 
he disposed to invent and propagate. The es- 
tablished church, supported as it is by govern- 
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meat, trembles for her existence, while the 
catholics are kept under a constant, dread of 
extirpation* The smallest spark, at all times, 
may be apprehended as sufficient to produce 
an explosion. The nation, says Mr. Burke, 
" is at present divided into two almost distinct 
bodies, with little common interest^ sympathy, 
or connexion — one of these possesses all the 
franchises— all the property—mil the education* 
The other is composed of drawers of water and 
eutters of turf for them. Ought we to be as- 
tonished that when they are reduced to a mob, 
if they happen to act at all, they will act 
exactly like a mob ; without temper, measure, 
or foresight?" This description, than which 
nothing could be itaore correct at the time, 
would have suited any period equally well, in 
the one hundred and fifty preceding years. 

Can it be matter of surprise that the ca» 
tholics, who are perhaps nearly seven to one jh 
when compared with the members c£ the es- 
tablished church, should consider themselves 
unjustly and hardly treated, whilst a vestige of 
their former state of bondage is remaining? 
Every concession which they have received is in 
their estimation a recognition of wrong* and a 
ground for their demand of perfect emancipa* % 
tion. Every measure yielded by government 
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is by them declared to have been extorted and 
granted piece-meal j while every legislative step 
has evinced a want of wisdom, and compelled the 
admission of others— a conduct that, it is fond- 
ly hoped, must ultimately procure for them that 
relief, which substantial justice and sound policy 
ought to have secured to the country long ago. 

In tome instances the very favours granted 
the catholics are considered as sources of ag- 
gravation, if not of insult— emblazoned badges 
of slavery ! In conferring the elective franchise 
they have been denied the exercise of a free 
choice, the proudest prerogative of English 
men j and compelled to feel, in the discharge 
of the granted privilege, their own inferiority. 
What a reproach to Great Britain, that one of 
her most valuable provinces, and in her im- 
mediate vicinity, should have remained for such 
a number of years in so perfect a state of ignor- 
ance, wretchedness, and misery ! 

As a sample of the extreme bigotry and 
ignorance of the times, Leland informs us, that 
an Irish Bishop was celebrated for the com- 
position of a hymn, in barbarous Latin rhyme, in 
praise of St. Macartin, whilst his brethren in 
' other countries were engaged in discussions on 
the mart important points of religion* When 
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Borne herself had confessed with shame the 
follies and enormities which had disgraced her 
communion, her votaries in Ireland depended, 
in their dying hour, on being wrapped in the 
cowl of St. Francis for their salvation. 

A knowledge of the Gospel had opened the 
eyes of the people in England to the excesses 
and abuses of the church of Rome, and pre- 
pared their minds for a reform in their religious' 
tenets and observances. Foul as was the ele- 
vated source whence the reformation sprung, 
the current became purified as it descended 
among the people, and was soon received and 
accepted by the nation, as. a stream that would 
fertilize the human mind, and, in the King's 
assumption of supremacy, extinguish the ful- 
minating bulls of papal tyranny. At this time, 
it. was by no means difficult to persuade a sub- 
missive parliament, that whatever laws might be 
required of them it was their implicit duty to 
enact : yet did the papal power in Ireland con- 
tinue unimpeached, the laws considered as little 
more than a dead letter, and the whole con- 
tumaciously rejected, notwithstanding the de- 
clared supremacy of Henry the Eighth. 

. Ignorance in Ireland, at this. period, seems to 
have been regarded in England as a physical 
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disability, impossible to be overcome, or as an 
indigenous weed incapable of extermination; 
for neither attention nor solicitude appears to 
have actuated the rulers in taking measures for 
the people's instruction. In the year 1552 there 
is a remonstrance made with great feeling by 
an Irish Chancellor to the Lords justices of 
Ireland. " Hard is it," says he, " that men 
should know their duties to God and the King, 
when they shall not have teaching or preaching 
through the year. Teaching we have none, 
which is our ill luck— without which the ignor- 
ant can have no knowledge." What a repul- 
sive picture is here presented of the then state 
of the country. — And how far is it dissimilar 
from the truth, in the present day ? 

Elizabeth was strongly urged by that virtuous 
and able statesman Sir Henry Sidney, to con- 
sent to the church service being rendered into 
Irish, and qualified persons sent to preach in a 
language which the people could comprehend. 
Deeply is it to be lamented, that measures 
fraught equally with wisdom and humanity 
should have been so totally disregarded. The 
principles on which government acted are not 
left to conjecture; yet, if they were not on 
record, it would scarce be credible that an en- 
lightened nation could have been so influenced 
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by the barbarous policy of those days, and con- 
tinued with little exception, as a rule of con- 
duct towards Ireland, until modern times. 

To impoverish and stultify a nation for the 
express purpose of securing their allegiance, 
might be consistent frith the political doctrines 
of a Dey of Algiers, btit are highly at variance 
and repugnant to British feelings. 

The true source of all the vexations ex* 
perienced by Queen Elizabeth from Ireland, 
was in her mistaken policy. Had she adopted 
a contrary conduct, and promoted the civiliza- 
tion of the people, and the general interests of 
the country, it would have saved the blood and 
treasure of her English subjects, rescued Ireland 
from infinite misery, and her reign from per- 
petual reproach. 

The perfection of the system of disabilities 
uras, however, reserved for the reign of Queen 
Anne. Mr. Burke, in his letter to Sir H. Lan- 
grishe, to which I have before referred, gives an 
admirable description of them. " You abhorred 
it, as I did, for its vicious perfection ; for I must 
do it justice, it was a complete system—full of 
coherence and consistency—- well digested, and 
well composed in all its parts—it was a machine 
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of wide : and elaborate contrivance, and as well 
fitted for the oppression, impoveriahmen t, and de- 
gradation of a people, and debasement of them, 
and of human nature itself, as ever proceeded 
Scorn the perverted iftgetmity of man/' Such 
is the strong and faithful representation given 
by this great statesman, of the severities and 
the effect of them, as exercised under the spe- 
cious pretence of a regard for religion. A 
recital of some few disabilities, to which the 
catholics were made subject, will prove this 
picture was not too highly drawn. It was en- 
acted in this code, that, the elder son of a ca- 
tholic remaining a catholic, the younger pro- 
fessiog himself a protestant in his father's life* 
time should inherit the estate. Thus at one 
blow was the domestic security and confidence 
of two parts out of three of the whole nation 
destroyed.— The catholics were prohibited from 
residing in towns, and the distrust of them 
proclaimed, by withholding from them the right 
of possessing arms. 

Though persecution should appear to be 
sanctioned by the most specious pretences or 
imposing authority, nothing can be more odi- 
ous ; and in no shape can it assail mankind so 
cruelly, as when- it proceeds to restrain edu* 
c&tion* and condemn the people to ignorance, 
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as was the case in Ireland, without furthering 
the cause of protestantism. 

If emancipation be a question of political 
influence only, connected with the ambition of 
a few individuals, and unimportant to the great 
bulk of the people, it is truly insignificant— but, 
can any measures be considered as of trivial 
consequence to the happiness of a people, which, 
in its concession, would allay the heart burn- 
ings, and feverish disgusts of a whole nation— 
that would restore unanimity and order, where 
enmity and turbulence destroy private security 
and public confidence? Can a restoration of 
the full enjoyment of civil rights to seven 
tenths of the people, be a matter of no serious 
moment? Is a participation in the employ- 
ments and protection of the government of no 
consequence ? Jealousy, distrust, anfl hatred, 
are the necessary consequences of religious per- 
secutions. Intolerance has to answer for the 
bigotry and ignorance, which so long has in- 
flicted misery on Ireland. Were the priests 
well educated themselves, and liberally com* 
pensated for instructing the people, over whose 
minds they possess so much influence, most of 
the objections which at present apply to their 
religious ceremonials would cease to exist. The 
miserable pittance of their pastor^ meao as it 
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is, depends on the abject thraldom in which 
these shepherds are enabled to keep their re- 
spective flocks : hence a desire on their parts to 
enlighten those on whose ignorance they rely 
for their daily subsistence, would be expecting 
a degree of disinterestedness beyond what is 
usually met with in human nature* 

A more suitable provision for the catholic 
priest would be attended with the most be- 
neficial consequences; it would soon render 
this sacred office an object to persons of edu- 
cation, instead of its being, as at present, con- 
•fined to those of the lower orders, whose edu- 
cation is limited, and whose opportunities of 
acquiring that information and knowledge, so 
requisite to correct their own prejudices, are 
equally contracted. 

Doubts have been entertained whether it 
would not have been fortunate for Ireland, and 
in the end conducive to its happiness and 
prosperity, as well as beneficial to Great JBri-* 
tain, had Catholicism been permitted to remain 
the established persuasion of that country, 
where, at present, this community may be con- 
sidered as forming so great a majority of the 
population ; while the presbyterians amount to 
ope-tenth, and the other two4enths persons 
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neither papists nor catholics, and who are 
therefore reckoned churchmen ; or, on a sup- 
position of the aggregate population being six 
millions, four of the number would be catholics, 
three quarters of a million presbyterians, and a 
million and a quarter protestants, methodists, 
and other sectaries. Acceding, as I am in- 
clined to do, to this opinion, I can hardly think 
it possible, bad such been the case, that the 
country could have been in the extreme state of 
ignorance, and consequent misery, under which 
it is suffering at this day. Man in a state of 
society must be made sensible of his indispen- 
sable duty to God, before it can be hoped he 
will have respect for the institutions of man* 
From the want of moral restraint arises a great 
portion of the crimes so disgraceful to Ireland. 
The complaint made in the year 1552, "that 
there were no preachments to the people," 
might, I believe, be now very faithfully urged ; 
for if the towns be excepted, I fear there is but 
little time bestowed by the village clergy in the 
» instruction of their congregations. 

The well-founded complaints of the Irish 
afford but too favourable an opportunity of 
engrafting on their minds the political opinions 
which have so long agitated Europe. The ad- 
vantage to be taken of this was too apparent .to 
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be overlooked by the tyrant of France y an<L 
had the whole of his powerful efforts been 
directed to the shores of this country, it is 
doubtful how the contest might have termi- 
nated. The weak side of England is on the 
Irish coasts and so it must inevitably continue, 
until the many causes of complaint, which are 
npw generally admitted, are taken qpost se- 
riously into the consideration of the British 
parliament. These being admitted, however, is 
no small acquisition, as it is the previous step 
to their redress — God grant that a wise, en- 
lightened, and undeviating policy, may heal those 
Wounds that have been, and are still, so griev- 
ously felt by Ireland, and so injurious to the 
prosperity and tranquillity of England. Mr. 
Burke says, and I think truly, " Our constitution 
is fiot made for great general proscriptive ex- 
clusions ; for sooner or later it will destroy them, 
or they will destroy it." 

Dispersed as the established church is, in v 
small communities, it is not possible, in our 
transient view of the country, to form any ac- 
curate judgment: we saw several churches 
building, others repairing, and parsonage houses 
erecting, in many parishes. The residence of 
the clergy, which cannot fail of being attended 
with important advantages, is now insisted on 
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by the bishops. This will not only stimulate 
the protestant to a discharge of his religious 
duties, bat will remove from the divines of the 
established church the reproach of attending to 
nothing but their temporal concerns. The 
commutation for their tithes will be assessed by 
themselves, and much of the oppression, which 
is at present exercised, by those to whom this 
power is delegated, will be avoided. The placing 
of the parochial clergy on a respectable footing, 
and the requiring of their residence among their 
parishioners, have given general satisfaction, and 
reflect great credit on the minister, who was* 
the proposer of measures so fraught with ad- 
vantages to the lower orders of the people. 

If common report is to be credited, the most 
scandalous traffic in church preferment has 
been carried on in this country, not less degrad- 
ing to the church, and injurious to the cause of 
religion, than it is derogatory to the assumed 
pretensions of individuals of the Irish govern- 
ment, from which it is to be lamented this 
patronage was not wrested at the time of the 
union. In England, the selection of fit persons 
to fill the first situations in the church, and 
execute the first offices of the law, has in few 
instances been subjected to animadversion. It 
would be a most happy circumstance for Ire- 
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land, if occasions for exceptions against such 
appointments did not so frequently occur. 

I had so little opportunity of noticing the 
presbyterians, as a com mu ni ty , that I could 
form no opinion of their influence in Ireland ; but 
from my acquaintance with individuals holding 
their tenets elsewhere, I should be disposed to 
entertain a favourable opinion of their general 
conduct. Methodism has yet made but little 
progress Among the Irish j and wishing well, as 
I sincerely do, to to brave, so generous, and 
affectionate a people, I cannot but rejoice that 
this sect bad had so little of success. The 
value of church livings is greatly increased since 
the year 180$, when a free trade in grain was 
permitted. Whether, after the demise of the pre* 
sent incumbents, the parishes in which the 
livings are most lucrative might sot be divided, 
or their incomes applied to other purposes con. 
ducive to the general interests of religion, is a 
question well deserving the serious consideration 
of Government. Pardon this long discussion—* 
and believe me ever yours. Adieu* 
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LETTER XLIL 

Castle Dermont, Sept. 19, 1813. . 

vN quitting Kilkenny, we were much pleased 
with the general aspect of the country, the soil 
of which is fertile, and the cultivation of it very 
tolerable. The town stands partly on an emi- 
nence, the shore is a grand river, and its banks 
are rich. Ground near the town lets at the ex- 
travagant rate of from four to six pounds per acre. 
New milk is sold in summer at two-pence, in 
winter at three-pence a quart ; which is as high 
as in most towns in England. Laborers' wages, 
during the time of harvest, are twenty -pence a 
day ; at other times, under a shilling. 

At Kilkenny we experienced, for the first 
time, incivility. On inquiring our way to the 
cathedral, we were directed to an opposite 
quarter of the town ; and, though the reply to 
our question was made in the hearing of num- 
bers of bystanders, not one of them had either 
the good hqmour or good manners to correct 
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the false informatiop. I record it, not as matter 
that gave us umbrage, but as the reverse of 
conduct we had every where else received. 

■ 

In the course of our drive to the Royal Oak, 
which is ten miles from Kilkenny, we passed 
numbers of people on their road to mass, and 
were much pleased to observe that the demean* 
our and dress of these parties were greatly su- 
perior to those we had seen in the morning: 
The inclosures are large ; and, from the ap- 
pearance of the buildings, I should be led to 
infer the size of the farms was in proportion 
to that of the fields. Fallowing seems to be car- 
ried to a considerable extent on the soil which 
is clay. The pernicious custom of cropping 
incessantly with grain, and of forcing with lime, 
was, however, apparent. We noticed a field of 
Egyptian wheat: it had been sown too late, and 
was still green. To give this wheat a fair chance 
of success, it should be raised on a sharp gravelly 
soil, and in a warm and sheltered situation. 
Potatoes were almost all set in lazy beds; we 
scarcely saw an instance of their being drilled j 
a pretty strong proof that little attention is paid 
to the agriculture of the district. The cabins 
appeared to be less comfortless, which always 
afforded us pleasure. Place man in that state 
in which, as a rational creature, he ought to be. 
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and Ireland would be the delight of all be- 
holders. 

For two or three miles before we reached the 
Royal Oak, we had on oar right & great range 
df meadows extending to the river. We were 
surprised to see the grass on some of them un- 
cut — the want of fodder had compelled the oc- 
cupiers to depasture the meadows so late that 
they had not yet been able to mow. If all 
argument in favour of cultivating green crops 
could by possibility be wanting, this fact would 
furnish one that must be admitted as conclusive. 
To succeed in the growth of green crops, the 
firmer here must be able to create a supply of 
manure beyond what is required for his po- 
tatoes. The knowledge, that, by the ashes ob- 
tained from burning the surface, turnips may be 
produced, does not appear to have reached this 
quarter ; or if it be arrived, it is unpractised. 
The exuberant fertility of the soil in Ireland 
enables the husbandman to proceed in a man- 
ner, which, if pursued in England, would long 
ago have made that garden a desert. A cen- 
tury ago Swift complained of the ruinous cus- 
tom of over cropping j in later times, it has 
been carried to an extent far exceeding the 
practice of his days ; and, though still persisted 
in, there is no deficiency of produce. 
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' The Royal Oak is a small village, «ot ge- 
srerally appearing in the maps, with a Very 
clean neat lim, the master of which has a farm 
of some extent. In his farm-shed was a port- 
able threshing machine, by means of which 
touch of his crops had already been threshed 
out ; but the straw was so neglected as to prove! 
of how little value it was in his estimation. In 
those parts where the worth of manure is ac- 
curately understood, even the loss of straw re- 
quisite for thatching is a Consideration of in- 
finite regret. 

Houghing is better performed in this district! 
than in most we have seen ; and though I can- 
not compliment, I must acknowledge to have 
seen a considerable improvement in the hus- 
bandry of this part of the country ; but ndt an 
acre of green crop have we beheld since those 
we noticed of Sir H. Flood's. We passed several 
gentlemen's seats ; land lets from three to five 
pounds the customary acre, about forty-five shil- 
lings the statute acre, exclusive of the tithes. 
How few districts are there in England where 
the rents are so high J 

Whilst at breakfast, a mail-coach stopped to 
change horses : the apparent neatness and good 
style of these vehicles are most creditable; 



74 Large Catholic Congregations. 

equal, if not superior, to the English mails, and 
forming & most excellent pattern for the cor- 
rection of the Irish posting business. 

Two miles from the Royal Oak, we crossed 
the river Barrow at Leighlin bridge. The town 
contains qne very long street, with two catholic 
chapels, nearly adjoining each other. The con- 
gregations were dispersing as we arrived : the 
street and road were filled for above a mile, and 
their numbers we could not estimate at less 
than three thousand persons. From the various 
directions the people took, we supposed they 
had assembled from the neighbouring villages : 
their dress and manners were extremely decent. 
Contrary to the usual custom, the women wore 
beaver hats. The general usage of. exposing 
the face, besides destroying the complexion, 
compels a contraction of the brow, which gives 
an unpleasant expression to the female coun- 
tenance. It is certainly extraordinary, but it 
is not less true, that beauty in the sex is as much 
prized, and as little taken care of, in Ireland, as 
in any country in the civilized world. 

Near the bridge at Leighlin is a spa of some 
celebrity : the spot is shaded, and greatly or- 
namented by some very fine ash trees. We 
found here a market holding for laborers: it 
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commences as soon as the service in the chapel 
is over. The men had with them their lays* 
These appear to be an ill*adapt£d implement 
for taking up potatoes. 

* t 

It is difficult to conjecture where the Irish 
have borrowed their present dress : the pride of 
manhood, and the hope of youth, is the trusty—* 
resembling a box-coat. This is the first object 
of their ambition ; and though cumbersome* 
unwieldly, and an impediment to every exertion, 
it is with difficulty they are persuaded to lay it 
aside; for with their own inclination the men 
would always work in it, regardless of its weight 
and incumbrance ; this covers a waistcoat or 
jacket with sleeves ; and be the wearer ever so 
stout or athletic, he is lost in the size of his 
trusty* 

The present style of dress is so different from 
that which Spencer is at so much pains to re* 
probate, that it excites a desire to trace how 
such a preposterous habit should have become 
so generally adopted, 

Moryson observes, " I cannot deny that (the 
mantle) was anciently common in north coun- 
tries, and got disused and laid away. But in 
the latter ages of the world, since the decay of 
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the Roman gmpire, it was renewed and brought 
again by those northern nations, when, breaking 
(Hit of tbeit cold caves and frozen habitations 
into the sweet soyle of .Europe, they brought 
with them their usual weedes for to shield the 
cold of that country at first, in which they had 
at home been inured, the which they left not 
off, by reason they were in perpetual warres j 
coming lastly into Ireland, they found the more 
special use thereof, by reason of the cold snowe 
climate, from whence it is now grown into 
general use in which that people now have it $ 
after whom the Guals succeeding, yet finding 
the like necessity of that garment, continued the 
like use thereof." 

From Leighlin bridge to Carlow is six miles : 
beautiful as the vale of Dungarvon confessedly 
is, the enchantments of this scenery far exceed 
it* The prospect is not only more extensive, 
but the country is richer, the objects more pic- 
turesque, and the features more sublime. The 
valley is about six miles broad, bounded on each 
side by a chain of mountains finely wooded, well 
enclosed, and cultivated to their summits. We 
aaw a number of villages and gentlemen's seats ; x 
and, what were still more pleasurable objects, 
the cottages were white-washed, and mostly sheL- 
tered by trees, which imparted to them an air of 
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rural comfort and neighbourhood seldom to be 
met with in Ireland. Carlow is a neat town, of 
considerable extent, and charmingly situated, 
forming a conspicuous feature in the landscape. 

In the course of our drive, we met a number 
of people returning from harvest work in the 
Queen's County and Kildare. So early a har- 
vest is scarcely to be remembered. In the Lo- 
thians last year I saw barley uncut on the 14th v 
October, and at Long Town several days later. 
Close to Carlow, cm either aide of the turnpike 
road, are two spacious gentlemen's seats oppo- 
site to each other. Here the country assumes a 
perfectly new character, and becomes a flat unin- 
teresting plain of considerable extent, with a soil 
that justifies the inference of its being reclaimed 
'bog. The loveliness of the country from Leigh] in 
bridge to Carlow is a complete contrast to the 
dreary surface which continues for five miles to 
Castle Dermot ; a place that in former times 
was a station of great importance, and the 
residence of the Dermot family, who held a 
rank among the petty sovereigns of Ireland, 
The ruins of monasteries, and of other religious 
edifices, indicate its former population and con- 
sequence ; besides which, it was considered as a 
place of considerable military strength j but, in 
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the mutability of human afiairs, Castle Dermot 
has lost all pretensions to the name of town, and 
can now only be described as a poor village. 

* * 

The agreeable appearance of two post-chaises 
at the inn door, as we approached it, encouraged 
the hope of at least comfortable accommoda- 
tions ; but our disappointments in these parti- 
culars have been so frequent, that we hava 
learned to laugh, and bear them patiently. It 
was fortunate, on the present occasion, that we 
were in possession of this disposition of mind ; 
we had no alternative, and no hope, but that 
of reaching Dublin in good time the next 
day, to reconcile us to our comfortless fare. 

The rooms in the Jower part of the house 
were engaged by parties in attendance on the 
Proctor to agree for his tithes ; a few of the 
most substantial farmers were permitted to 
associate with the great man ; from whom, as 
we afterwards learned, no Turkish Bashaw 
could have exacted greater deference. 

The inferior occupiers leisurely waited 
until it suited the pleasure or convenience of 
this important person to grant them an audi- 
ence. We understood the parties had been 
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assembled? and for the second time, some hours 
before our arrival. On the preceding Sunday 
they had been convened for the like purpose, but 
had parted without coming to any arrangement. 

The larder, as might be expected, from such 
a concourse of people, was quite exhausted ; 
but where good bread, butter, and fresh eggs, 
not easily spoiled in cooking, can be procured, 
I have no pity for those who should be disposed 
to quarrel with such viands. 

Want of. comfort on retiring to rest has all 
along been the most unbearable privation. I 
do not murmur at linen being coarse ; but habit, 
and the prejudice of education, have taught me, 
I confess, to like it clean. I am also not par- 
ticularly scrupulous in having a bed-room that 
should, in point of size, contain not less than 
a certain number of square feet ; but I acknow- 
ledge my regret, when such an apartment 
happens to be destitute of a chimney, or has 
a window that will not open ! The luxury of 
ventilation we have constantly found in Ireland 
to be an unknown gratification. 

Our intention being to start at five, we were 
disposed to. retire early; but our heads had 
scarcely reached their pillows before we di*- 
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covered we had little chance for sleep. The 
Proctor and his party were in a large room 
beneath those in which were our beds. As the 
liquor began to elevate the spirits of the tenantry, 
their obsequiousness appeared to subside. An 
overbearing conduct, exceeding all bounds, on 
the part of the Proctor, was too loudly pro- 
claimed to be mistaken, or pass without our 
disgust and anger at being thus interrupted, and 
compelled to be unwilling auditors of their 
noisy vociferations. 

I had often heard of the tyranny of tithe 
proctors, but had never before had any demon- 
stration of it. The protracted silence of the 
Proctor on the immediate object of the meet- 
ing had seemed at length to exhaust the 
patience of the company. One of them civilly 
inquired on what terms he and his neighbours 
might expect to have their tithes ? After great 
hesitation, at last, the Proctor, on naming his 
price, was informed that the demands were 
greater than would be required by the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen. 'This observation wounded 
his pride ; and on his observing that such per- 
sons were only nominally proprietors, and that 
the proctors were the real holders of the land, 
his opponent made a reply, which so enraged 
that he changed his ground from the 



Conclusion of the Proctot** AftitingC^ 81 

collection of tithes, to changes of rebellion, 
and a reference to manual arguments, which 
might; have been attended with serious effects 
to the combatants, had not the females of the 
house interfered and hurried the poor fellow 
away* Peace was no sooner restored, than the 
champion of their rights was forgotten by his 
neigbours, in their adulatory complaisance to 
the Proctor; who now became "determined 
not to treat for the tithes/' and proudly called 
for the bill, which " after such usage he would 
pay himself; " but after much abject submission 
and entreaty, the parties • at length were not 
cfiily indulged with the discharge of it, but with 
an appointment for a third congress, on the 
following Sunday. The inferior" holders, in the 
other parts of the house, who had been waiting 
all the afternoon, were now ushered into the 
presence of the Proctor ; but on his discovering 
it to be < nearly two o'clock in the morning, 
there was no alternative but to adjourn, in the 
hope of the next being a more fortunate 
meeting. 

t 

\ 

Much As we had heard of the tyranny of 
proctors and middle men in Ireland, the unfeel- 
ing domination at this meeting exceeded in 
violence what I could have knagined. : Admitting 
thd ctroamstarices' to f orm -ah . extr enoe > case 1 , 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Dublin, Sept. 20, 1813*. 

GREATNESS, whether appearing in the pro- 
ductions of nature, or works of art, rarely fails 
to excite in the mind sentiments of admiration 
proportionate to the magnitude, magnificence, 
or extensiveness of the object contemplated. 
Who can behold a continuous mass of lofty 
mountains hiding their towering heads among 
the clouds, or the expansive interminable ocean, 
without feelings of the sublimest reverence and 
awe ? the former, inspiring a just sense of our 
own inferiority in the scale of creation ; the 
latter furnishing the mind with ideas of eternity. 
The diversity and combination of interests 
mutually and successfully operating on each 
other, in the aggregate of a large city, are in* 
contestable proofs of the splendid endowments 
of man ; who can, out of such discordant 
materials, produce so much order and harmony. 

» 

Dublin unites interior splendor, with many 
facilities for commerce. Sackville street, in 
which we were placed, is a very handsome one : 



The Optimist an trvoiabk Character. 85 

here we found a most comfortable hotel, and, 
what was infinitely more gratifying to us, letters 
without number. For above a month I had 
been without any tidings from Cumberland, 
and suqh w^s now the luxurious feast, in which I 
became instantaneously absorbed,* that no other 
idea obtruded until I had perused the whole, 
and learned .with inexpressible delight that all 
at home- were well. In the midst of the ex- 
tremely diversified objects with which this 
enchanting country abounds, I could not so 
rivet my thoughts on new and pleasing objects, 
as to avoid a frequent recurrence to those of 
superior interest I had left behind. Though 
ardent in my pursuits, and anxious for their suc- 
cessful result, my mind is, unfortunately, so 
constructed, that I am more disposed to regard 
the dark than the bright side of all human trans- 
actions ; and to anticipate ills rather than, in* 
dulge in hope. The optimist is greatly to be 
envied so far as respeqts his individual happiness, 
though I am led to believe he occasionally pays 
severely for the felicity produced by his unwise 
credulity. The want of regular communica- 
tion by letter had been a sad abstraction from 
the pleasure of our journey : another , time I 
shall endeavour to provide against the recur* 
ence of a mortification, which has been endured 
as a merited ; punishment for our want of 
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Ideal knowledge of the country through which 
we meditated to travel. 

9 * 

Having answered such letters as required 
immediate attention, I recur to my promised 
diary. y ',.... 

Great as has been the gratification of this 
tour, a daily review of the various objects for 
your amusement has not been that part of it, 
which to me h and had been the least pleasur- 
able* , ' J 

I ' f 1 J .IS 1 , 

Our situation hit night wa& by no tae&hg 
defcirable. By the • sacrifice cif * nights Weepy 
however, I procured some insight, whieh other- 
wise I could not have attained, into the conduct 
of a class of men, in which I must include, 
with the tithe proctors, the ittiddle men, or 
tenants, standing between the oWttetfs knd cul* 
tivators of the soil; Had I not thus accidentally 
become a witness to their misconduct; t should 
hardly have credited that such unfeeling tyranny 
could have been exercised. If such be the 
general practice with both these descriptions of 
persons, and much I feat it fe, St atecottttte fbt 
much of that Want of Order m tfce Irish pea- 
santry, which is incomprehensible to those on 

r 

your side of the Channel. Can it be matter of 
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WOftdgf that the honest, though irritated, feel- 
itigs of a laborious people, perpetually smarting 
ifiider so coarse a lash of insolent authority, 

» 

#ithoiit appeal or redress, should caiise them 
to lose sight of that obedience -which is due to 
flte l*Ws of titeir coutttiy. 

I would Ain hdpe that the preseht desire of 
fceedftiflg thbre intiihitely acquainted with the 
gfehfcrkl state of Ireland, $6 prevalent in Eng- 
land, will b£ productive of effects superior to 
those confined to the mere gratification of 
ctirfteify; l Not only the government of Ireland, 
but the nbblemati, the gfcntletoan, the tettot 9 
Sttd all who hate lb6al infests f n its pf fcsperity, 
Wffi, through so desirable an investlgHtlttn; i@tr- 
tain an impartial aftd tidrtecfc vifew of ihd poli- 
tical situation and domestic condition of their 
suffering heighbour^ atffl befcome actively 
alivfc to their hopelessness atid d&jjtohdency ; 
fbf 1 eamttrt help repeating;, how str oftgly I am 
tftged tb believe, that a Vefy large portion of the 
Hte tftdurtd in this cotintry have sprung from 
a t&mfft&tt ignorance in tWse parties of the red 
eHuses trbtb which the miseries of their depend- 
iWtt tfcVe arisen. The whole arrangement, 
. fhtittt (ft* opulent proprietor of myriads of acrfes, 
&ttvnt to thtf duHivatftrtg cottier of*a few lazy beds, 
demands iftimediatfe att&ttibh and Correction } 
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it is at present a complete system of delegated 
exaction and tyranny, exercised with such aty 
impunity* as is unknown jti $ny other qo^munity, 
qf the. British empire^ ^destructive of > public 
pro^pef ity and repose, $s it is injurious to pr^ 
vate interests and happiness. What £ blessing 
would a redress of these oppressions be to the 
industrious classes, anyhow grateful ^^ .bene- 
ficial would such a reform be $p the wpg flfcf^nJwi 
of society ? Heayea ^antit may sppegity be 
undertaker* and effectually concluded, ■ ; , • i; . .. 



i ' » • . # • i 



: In starting thi& mpxiring* we aq^cipated dayt 
light, and^ere joined by, a ggntlCT^ii, on, horse- 
back, going ; to Dublin ; .; who ha$ < Spent tfce 
night in another part of the inn, and h^ been 
an equal sjufferer with pijrselves(. t ft-: 



j — * 



The country improved , $s we Jeft . Castle 
Dermot : the stubbles bespoke very fine crops j 
the surface is much diversified ; and the hedges, 
which greatly increase tlje beauty of the fields 
were mostly composed of luxuriant white-thorn. 
The road had formerly proceeded in <a right 
line over the top of every hill that intercepted 
its path ; but by judiciously varying the Hae 
these ascents are avoided. In this fifteep mile 
stage to Killcullen, an hour and a half, will ; typ 
saved when the new road is completed. 
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from a hiU which the road crosses* about 
half way to Killculten, we had a most exten- 
aive view of the plain and curragh of Kildare, 
and were 1 approached on our right, by the 
WtcldJow mountains* The soil of this district 
is excellent, but little can be offered in favour 
of ifcsfuianagement ; yet the produce appeared 
to< he abundant, when the labor and manure 
bestowed . rem it are taken into consideration. 
Aoctorditig to our English ideas of farming, 
such treatment as lands . here receive . would 
with us sottk prove ruinous to the soil, the land- 
lord, ftnchibei tenant. Many gentlemen's seats 
were i distinguishable; 1 some of which- were 
agreeably surrounded with plantations. A 
little beyond Timolin is the pleasantly situated 
village 5 of fialiytore, celebrated as the spot 
where the illustrious Mr* Burke received hi* 
edncation, under the care of Mr. Shackleton, 
aa amiable «nd enlightened quaker. 
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* That admiration, say, astonishment, with 
which Ihasre so often listened to Mr. Burke, gave 
an interest to every spot connected with his 
memory r audi forcibly brought to my recollec- 
tion the profundity and extent of his know- 
ledge, while the energy, warmth, and beauty 
of Ins imagery, captured the heart, and made 
judgment tributary to his will* As an orator, 
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Mr. Burke mrpaawtd folhbaA contemporaries, 
and was, perhaps 'never. «es&eetied. As a pofc* 
tician and debater, . it is mubh td be lanonted: 
that his want of temper destroyed the cflect of 
his brilliant tAleitts ; of «v^hich* though splebdid 
and captivating this unfortunate* influence was 
the bane* The redundance of his imagination 
led him, by frequently digressing* to wide ftom 
Tm sutgect* as to be iknperfcctly understood 
though he was nbvet <*bei?wi*e than mterostmg 
&ud impressive, I Had' not the pleasure tof has 
acquaintance uiltil hia decline in Kfe$ wU&v 
according to the opinion of those mtat intiotatd 
with him* his temper bad b&tortte w.vsry unto* 
We, that he could bear n6sor& of opposition on 
duiftecfe id which he was interested- I believe 
htm to have been perfectly sincifcra uhfaisfeturs 
of all the wnae^utffcces frhseh. he Anticipated as 
likely lor attend the specu&tiv^ opinions tbte 
pervading various part of Europe ; and that 
these apprehensions had arisen in his capacious 
mind, previous to the Ifrepch revolution. Aver- 
sion to All popular iway rttufcred him blind to 
every abuse in the various monarchical govern* 
meats on the Continent, Which had alienated 

the affections of their Subjects. , 

« 

Political connexions .had early made him the 
champion of liberty* arid the friend td American 
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independence; but these perhaps ^were not hi* 
real unbiassed opinions, as I have ever regarded 
him to be a whig turn interest, though atory 
ih jtotociple. I* the retigftors as well a* political 
tenets, by which his conduct was governed, he 
waa equally intolerant. This opifftott is con* 
firmed by circumstances which fell under my 
observation in the spttag of 1790, when the 
Dtfke of Athol'a elaima oti the Me of Man 
tfehe under exatmriatidti* t then frequent^ 
saw Mr. Burke, and Being; asked to breakftst 
with him, to meet a profe^^or from tbe Univa^ 

sity of Leipsic at his ktttfse* ift Gerard-streety 
the conversation principally turned or* the state 
df the German Empire, M& tfc« vtem and con- 
duet of the Hlumtoati MtvBurfee wngideftds 
their toduertfce to toe ftft a verjr eiileflftiv* tfri# 
dangerous nature, anhd that tke Ettiperor Joseph* 
had been made the!* dupe ; ifood the changes i# 
Itohenna, emflfteiptftiUg the people ^MttftfldflV 
dppteftsttott, had feeetj at the instigation of the 
Illtiittinati* and to the** were attiibutable the 
subsequent diWurtwMWje^. 






Though corttpteWly igtwrafity at thai period* 
of every mutter relative to ffrfftiingi, ih«d been, 
much pleased with the Appeawuiee of Bohemia* 
where the industry and efteig? of the people 
seemed to be greater j *ttd, «fe ftr «tf <mp«rficiat 
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observations enabled me to form a judgment/ 
the cultivation of ita soU seemed to surpass 
that of the neighbouring, states. This informa- 
tion, as I had so recently passed through the 
country, I thought .might be; acceptable, 33d 
have some weight m our discussions-— but X was 
mistaken j, Mr? Burke burst out into a paroxysm 
of rage, and* in. the most unqualified language,, 
positively defied the facts I bad stated. , I *(as> 
not Jess astonished than .hurt at this departure 
from good breedipg; but there was np alter- 
native, between a silent suppression ; of the 
indignity I received, and a positive quarrel. 

. •' . . « ■ • 

I continued on friendly terjps with . Mr. Burke < 
until after, his unprovoked and col^-Mooded 
attack, on Mr. Fox, the cruelty of which- ad- 
mits of no extenuation: had.it occurred in 
the heat of debate, some excuse might have 
been pleaded. It was known that he differed 
from Mr. Fox on .the topic of the revolution 
in France, and it had been intimated for some 
days that Mr. Burke intended to pronounce a. 
bitter invective against the party: there was 
no question before the house, nor did he pre- 
mise that he had any to propose ; but, contrary 
to order, he entered on the subject of the 
French revolution. The matter .and the manner 
of Mr. Fox's reply interested the feelings of 

3 
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every individual in the house, whose heart was 
not ossified by the corrupt lust of power. Mr. 
Pitt, in my opinion, never lost himself more 
than at the moment he was cheering and seem- 
ing to approve this unjustifiable attack. To 
abet the dereliction of friends, for the purpose 
strengthening his own situation, and securing 
to himself a further acquisition of power arid 
/support, might be consonant to the views of 
base and of sordid minds ; but it was wholly 
unworthy of Mr. Ktt. 

The most powerful feelings were manifested 
on the adjournment of the house; — Mr. Burke's 
violence had completely destroyed the effect, 
which the wisdom of his political maxims, under 
other circumstances, was calculated to inspire. 
' If they; whose* view* he meant to further, had 
. spoken candidly, they must have' avowed, that 
he had injured the cause it was his intention to 
benefit. 

Whilst I was waiting for my carriage, Mr. 
Burke came ' up to me and requested, as the 
night was wet, I would set him down — I could 
not refuse — though I confess I felt a reluctance 
m complying. As soon as the carriage door 
ww shut, he complimented me on my being no 
friend to the revolutionary doctrines of thfe 
French; on which he spoke with great* warmth 
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for a&w minutes; wheahp paused,, to aflbrd 
Hie an opportunity of approving the view be 
bad taken <if: those ip^asurea in the Jfyose. For- 
mer experience bad taqgb* m the consequences 
of dissecting from his opinions, yet, at the mo- 
ment, I could not help feeling disinclined to 
disguise or stifle my sentiments. In a few 
words, I declared that I differed most com- 
pletely from him— that I sincerely wished to 
every nation a constitution as free as our own, 
and that the cause of liberty might triumph all 
over the world ! — Mr. Burke, catching hold of 
the cheek-strjng, furiously exclaimed, " Yon are 
one of these people ! set me down ! " With some 
difficulty I nestraoed him i+— we had then reach- 
ed CharingrCrosa— a silence ensued, which, was 
preserved tiU we reached his house in Qer^rd- 
street* when he hurried out of the carriage 
without speaking, and thw our intercourse 
ended. 

• 

Though I often, afterwards, found myself ac- 
cidentally seated ne*t Mr* Burke in the House 
of Commons, every interchange of civility be- 
tween u& was suspended, 

Qn the first question, flf the Regency, I di£ 
fered, sp you will, xeeoUeft^ ftom :Mfo.Fpx; 
Tfffren .the division wa*. proceedings Mr- fiwfce 
espied me remaining in my -seat; he . turned 
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about, and repeatedly oalted an m>.; but m I 

Obeyed not his wmmops, a laugh at his «k* 
pease ^«ed : though be was evideatb/ djf* 

pleased, I m#t do him the Justin to say, he 
did not resent it. 

The H&8W8 w»jcj» have resulted, from the 
system of floWce adopted by Mr. Pitt, we and 
9mt RATI; of the civilised world have been 
doomed to feej. How this immensity of evil 
might have been avoided* or what might have 
been our situation, had a different policy been 
pursued, is mese speculation. Those who h&*e 

taken a part either in supporting 01 oppojiag 
these measure* are., in my 'humble opinion, in* 
Wna/atent judgea^-tjae decision, owe* rest with 
ppfiteriiy. It ipk ift&e tb.a» probable that ae* 
ther party will be found entirety bjamefassi. 
The majority can never always be right, nor 

the lawority always. w#ong ! T^we* tavtever, 
ba# hflppyy spfteaod dpBsa the asperities which 
f oft t q utio n tafr often, provoked. 

fe retaining a feittoftil recollection of my 
former opinions* I c*ndictty acknowledge they 
weae often Jnjudicipggh/ supported. The at- 
tofihment to fri^ds. and the indent ieeJioga of 
the womeqt, excited by temporary farcunt* 
stances, have extorted subraisMotoato ta* one 
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side, and furnished oppositions to the other, on 
matters, to which, at the time, I probably afc 
t ached an unmerited interest, but which I have 
long since thought fit to consign to oblivion. 

We were fortunate in our companion on 
horseback, who was intimately acquainted* with 
the country ; he had served in a local corp&4ui> 
ing the rebellion, and was extremely interesting 
in his recital of the resulting calamities. Ag 
we approached Kilcullen bridge, he gave us a 
most frightful account of its inhabitants, de* 
scribing them as amongst the most disaffected 
ppople in Ireland : I was by no means disposed 
to doubt the fact, though it operated on niy 
mind very differently from what he expected; 
as I was more inclined to commiserate and pity, 
than join in reproaches. , 
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There must, I thought, be some grievous evil 
at their doors, to banish men from their thresh' 
olds, and induce them to incur such imminent 
danger for a chance only of being relieved from 
its daily insupportable afflictions. I became in 
an instant resolved to satisfy myself of the real 
condition of these people j and * as our new 
frieqd had undertaken to order 'breakfast, the 
carriage proceeded tovthe : inn, and I walked' to 
the nearest cabins. ' 



BospitftUty throws widely open every door in 
lreja#4i r An apology is scarcely necessary on 
epfe riflgl jaiQr , abode— the stranger is received 
with kindneav and made heartily welcome to 
tl}§ begt jfitrfe that can be afforded. In the first 
*$bUi I reached, which was constructed of mi- 
aerable \ dfcgr daubing, I found the family gap 
thjepred round a stool at breakfast; some of the 
pf»rty were seated, others on their knees; all 
applying to a: wooden bowl placed on the stool 
filled with potatoes in their skins ; but nJeither 
salt nor buttermilk attended the repast ! < The 
family consisted of a mother, three small chil- 
dren, and a girl about fifteen years of age. 
Their dress, and the interior of the cabin, be- 
spoke the extreme of poverty. The ' poor wo- 
man informed me her husband was a laborer ; 
that during ,the busy season of the year, whilst 
work was to be had, they fared tolerably well ; 
and when they could afford buttermilk with 
their potatoes, they were quite content. Bread 
they seldom partook of; and as to meat, some 
of them had never tasted it; even salt, they had 
not always the means to procure. These me- 
lancholy facts were recited with a simplicity so 
natural, that it was evident not the least con- 
scgouppess existed of the effect they were cal- 
culated to produce. Habit had reconciled the 
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poor mother to her ! wndftk>«, «Md fta -don- 
aeqant priTatioirsj but $$ dailglner, 4vfeehc& 
down her head, seemed aafcuned ; *hfrt : tfcfeftr 
irretcbed atatc sbouM thufc be* enpofed *<y a 
stcangferj, My he&rt:^inpttW»^i»itfeBir trttf- 
4krings-H-,tbeir miseries.; pia* WcttteiWH *wfe*e 4*H> 
legibly writ*** Antbfe thwictereJof^to^dihft 
4he leaKty being qpiestfohed^ of to ftflfflisb aM^. 
JWfccipa of their having ariAenrbttt-of any (aaHt^t 
brittle imputable to 'tfecchselves^ buty ttttt they 
■peine the: general let of tJheir cortiiiiutiity, Arising 
aftt of Sthe unfortufcate ikaatton <rf t^ doafctry. 
I hastened to the Ti6»ft cabin n^itk no hope, 
though with a sincere ttisfa. If findiftg leas to 
deplore. The goo* woman waft at ttie door* 
opcouiaf ing a fine Httte nuked boy of live yeata 
old tt> persevere in . dhaitog si pig 5 -<rhetfee* 
#<*A the eofck or some miKture of rfitoe, i 
feuow ni)t, but if requited both ^f&uaai&n and 
authority* to induce the Ettle > otters obfe&tence* 
Tfee woman, I presume,* observed by ftiyjcAwi- 
tenance? that I^ras autpsiied nb her jadtattnitidas, 
ttui ^peiogiMd- by saying, * This, Siiy*i tfte tray 
we take to harden otfn children agaifttf Wfhtetv 
% ftfet herfc it a Boarice aiticta."-'' ••■''-'* v/- - 1 

^ I tad seen' enough to be eeiivittced '*#'!*£ 
jnftfabchoJgr consequendes attendant on a *e- 
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to provide the ki&vidtmls of ife,1tftb «ta 

meat. ' ■•'■' •• ' :•• •'■'' •'" ' 



>■ v » 1 1 

- ...11 



- £u£fci^y*gbi!iited<^ 
tress, 1 made the best of nty tvlty to &illGuflen,' 
where our fHlow-traveHer became adetted by 
tire relation 6f what I b*d seen* Ude blttttt» 
thefteifngs of humanity, fcfcfcn daily tt^stfttatd 
16 sight* of misery, And *ehdfets4he great bulk «£ 
mankind insensible fend regardless of what jaHry 
be passing around! tfeem; while ignorafice, in* 
terest, w prejudice, too frequently mislead th* 
weH disposed. I cofcild not help exdaittimg la 
the emphatic*! words 6f our acquaintance at> 
Casdebar, « Ate ndt the pteople rung by the 
nose* &c. ? " The gentleman had the candour 
to acknowledge, he believed their ease to be 
grievous and distres&iftg. 

To expect from the laborious ordto the duty 
of loyalty, or an attachment to gotentaMftt 
under such circumstances, seems to be quite 
unreasonable \ 'Prudence alone can justify to 
the mind of man a patient acquiescence under 
such a state of existence. Force toay restrain 
the will, but cannot command the respect of the 
stftrjict, and thus a state of mutual distrust and' 
hatred must prevail. 

h 2 
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As .wa approached the capital it appeared 
somewhat singular, that the condition of the 
working classes did not appear to be benefited 
by their proximity to its wealth ; but, on the 
cpotrary, they, seemed to be suffering, if pos- 
$iblfc, an increase of wretchedness. Part of the 
Duke of Leinster's noble estate is in this neigh- 
bourhood. Few men have the power of be- 
ing so eminently useful to his fellow creatures, 
or of promoting, on such an extensive scale* 
the public welfare, and at the same time, ad- 
vancing his own deserved popularity, and in- 
dividual interest. The opening career of this, 
young nobleman is highly! promising. Instead 
qf dissipating his time and fortune on frivolous ^ 
and fashionable pursuits, he. has entered with> 
great energy into the promotion of the agricul- 
tural, improvement of the country. - The hap- 
piness and comfort which cannot fail thus to 
diffuse itself among the laborious classes, and 
spe&d widely through a Ijpjge portion of the 
cQtnmupity, will amply repay such a devotion of, 
time and fortune. What the late Duke of Bed- . 
ford did fbr England, the Duke of Leinster may. 
ii> a much higher degree accomplish for Ireland; 
because the range in the general melioration of 
the husbandry of the country is so much more 
extensive. Here abundance would soon em- 
bellish the soil, comfort would lighten the 
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heart, and joy brighten the eye of a depressed, 
desponding peasantry ; with whom dissatisfac- 
tion and wretchedness would soon give place 
to loyalty and contentment. What glorious 
objects of ambition ! Their present . reward, 
affection and respect ; in prospect, the gratitude 
and admiration of posterity. 

* • 

' At KiHcullen bridge, the Liffy is an incon- 
siderable stream; the remains of monastic 
buildings, and of a round tower of considerable 
size, bespeak the former importance of this 
place. The old town is at the distance of half 
a mile from the bridge; the village consists but 
Of a few scattered houses ; the soil is rich ; and 
though little can be said in favor of the hus- 
bandry, the crops were apparently heavy. Green 
crops there were none, and the clover and sown 
grasses were very foul. Shallow ploughing, and 
want of due cleaning, prevent good crops of 
clover, which, even without manure,' would be 
procured, if attention were paid to deep plough* 

ing and weeding, 

» 

1 The contrast between affluence and poverty 
in this country is matter of perpetual unpleasant 
observation. A noble mansion is approached 
by a dilapidated lodge, tenanted bypoverty-r- 
ft is wonderful that suteh incongruities can be 



109 Vim of £*#*, #k*m* Pe*i, &<v 

stfered, aod not l«k> by t»o*fl who; eguki so 

easily WfgefttfcmtiWEpMy ^Vft>>» «©**» 
sidered that W> pflQpk oaw^ b^qao^i 
liwiy sense dC the winery of others vhsft thgif 
bmna^ity is properiy directs 



After passing thwfc i»#e» beywd : :Mtt 9 f 
Town, the whole way to Dublin is on a noble 
terrace ; commanding a most; e*teoaive vif w of 
the county of Dublin to the rigbt* boufltM by 
ibe Wicklow niQiifttttO*. Ttae^m^iwuiwttft 
Mgs m Dublw* and ttoPbpeiiffi ftvrk, ^#9** if 
WHS wooded, pwieiMt « p*oepfW$ $OTich§d by 

variety «o4 benutyj yet aw wnwdiate *p- 

proa?b to the metropolis was xwt anw>BiK*4 
Qiitite? by a display of opulenoeki ttoeiwttoi 
fif unmerfMift villas, or * better appearance i* 
tber cafewts. The lot tf the ]#wef clatsw in it* 

neighbourhood does not 9fg>&? fry W »w» 
to be iisproved^^. expense- of fuel curtailing 

them of we of their, most important ttecw* 
aariea* « 



^ L • . ; 



The suburbs present a motley mixture of 
fkhea ao4 poverty— the handsomest .viUsrin 
the ©ids* ef the poorest dwellings* a,nd, Tjh# 
is roost singular, opulence must, have, fcer« 
sought liar sfotatfoos among, 4ir£ and ^ptfchedf 
•ess. The .fitsli, a«4 ipost s^ing fbje#4.o# 



Ill Effects tfp*rp*wtmg<tb*MebcUwn. UK 

fffi**r*ftg Dublin* After -baina' flrnttfcrt iwfch tha 
sight of the, no We tows «£eh*a wbiofe ojyaate** 
the bank* of tfee grand 5»^«d* ase ttataffacfc* 
to the right, and the military hoggftal o/. Kik 
mainham on the left. These, however, failed to 
flwpiFe vs. with apr* pi«asjn& sojf^ajfena £han 
Wfe cowpiu^cm^d jby the fearrjers, . Rm^ed 
at the, tj«*> of . the ^ebjelliosv, , which -w^W: qtiU 

jspaintngl. Wheqce. e»ft thif o«i^ ? .€to »4 
top for the iqt^est. or the hoqof of any owwttl 
tor perpetuate the horror of those, ilrftfdMtiPMfc 

4* , briig to recollection eve*t& d*jg«K#g*l to 

all psftussi .Lord CowwalfeV aflwipi#M»tj<m 

4Hght taJtava wde**ed hi* v*xwty to eg**? 

ftfepd, S& &«1«»4 : he svsjwnded the re%n> • «f 
tftrgqr by his niqderat***, and sectored! &»• 
fi4eoce by his kiednes* Happy i»d«<tf would 
& .tame. b.fteji. had. hi* enJjghtened policy been 
fo^owedi jjft.aftf aeted on*. T*«ie, however* 
has now been afforded lor. healing the wound* 
inflicted when the barriers were raised, and 
bchtgmg Jftck fte people to a reliant off go- 
yerajnent. This; disposition it wotija nefi b* 
kiss yoj&fet. ,<&»», h wii rm a r to foster and ea- 
WWage>} afld Jest the ^outrouaace .of the** 
jfeffdd bftetropiderod ;»a taeft ftekmoMvledgoieitt 
of 4 Opr*Ba*y belief, their ttttoval now wetikj 
wve^'bt j*0«pt#bJt to the people, by- whom 
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teemed otherwise than as precautionary defences \ 
» the event of any refusal, on the part of those 
by whom they were erected, of a redress of 
popular 



The circular road which skirts the city, and 
precludes the necessity of passing through the 
old part of the town, is a great convenience, 
and must greatly facilitate the intercourse with 
the metropolis ; the road, however, is too nAiv 
row, add by no means corresponds with the 
magnificence to which it leads. On leaving the 
circular road, we passed through St. Stephen's 
Green, wjiich is capable of being made a noble 
square $ in its present state it may be much ok 
jected to, but we understood a plan ' is in agi* 
tation that will make this a very beautiful ajK 
proacU. The bank, formerly the House of Par* 
liament,is a very fine piece of architecture: op- 
posite to this is the college. 

The space between the latter and Carlisle 
bridge is to be cleared, so as to lay open the quay, 
and present a view of the custom-house and 
shipping. Beyond this is Sackville Street, in 
the centre of which is raised a pillar in com- 
memoration of our naval hero Lord Nekon. 
The street is one hundred and twenty feet wide, 
divided into pavement said gravelled roads, and 
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may be compared to Portland Place. This ap- 
proach is most imposing, and is not surpassed 
by any thing in Europe, unless it be the Strada 
di Toledo of Naples, or the Place de Louis XV. 
and Tuilleries in the opinion of some judges. 



1 We are lodged here most comfortably, and 
with every accommodation. Privations, lika long 
lasting, certainly give a relish and value to the 
comforts of life far beyond what those who are 
in the constant enjoyment of them can imagine. 
In elegances, Dublin may vie with most places 
in Europe. Adieu. 

J.C.G ■ 
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CTltXCH as X have on many occasions lamented 
that my timQ was sq circumscribed, I feel the 
mortification infipitely more in a spot whore w:f 
shall not he f able to pass more than four day* 
land in which j as many weeks would be requisite 
to pay dije attention to all that is worthy of oh* 
servation. 

My first object of inquiry this morning was 
one in which I have a personal interest. The 
shipping and coal trade are as important to 
Cumberland as to Dublin. The public stores 
for coals are very incommodious, both as to their 
approach, and being nearly without any cover* 
ing ; than which a greater mistake cannot be 
made, as all inflammable substances suffer much 
deterioration by exposure j beside which these 
stores are wholly inadequate to the supply of so 
extensive a city as Dublin. 

The trading in coals, an article on which the 
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comforts of so many depend, is here, as in most 
otter places, subject to great fraud and im- 
position $ enhancing the price to the consumer 
without profiting the fair trader. An act of 
parliament requires that the selling price should 
be exposed on the mast of each vessel, as also 
the place from which the coals were brought* 
The porters, to whom the buyers send their 
orders, lay the masters of the vessels under con* 
tributian f for while they charge the consumer 
with thirty shillings for a ton, equal to a London 
chaldron, the masters of the colliers do not, 
probably, receive inore than twenty-eight shil- 
ling*. . Many attempt*, on the part of the own*- 
*r& of the vessels, have been made to correct 
this abuse, but hitherto without effect : this ap» 
pears extraordinary, as it should seem that the 
coal sellers have as direct an interest as the 
consumers in its removal. Great preference is 
given in* various parts of Ireland to different 
coals, some choosing one sort,, some another, 
without any known specific reason for the se* 
lection of either. 

■■-•-. 

The quays, when the opening is completed 
from Carlisle bridge, will be above a mile in 
lengthy and as eminently remarkable as any 
thing of the sort in the British empire. The 
wet docks will be extensive, but these seem to 
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proceed slowly toward* completion. A want 
of water over the bar, at the entrance 6f Dublin 
Bay, presents a formidable obstacle to its be- 
coming a port of great trade ; it is not safe for 
any ships of considerable draft of water to 
attempt passing-over the bar, even on the high- 
est of the spring tides. 

As a remedy for that which is so decidedly 
an impediment to the mercantile greatness of 
the city, an attempt has been made to create a 
harbour on the north side of the hill of Howtb. 
The intention is to unite the main land with a 
rock at some distance from the shore; when 
this shall be accomplished, it is said' there will 
be sufficient depth of water, shelter, and other 
accommodations at all times, for the largest 
description of trading vessels. The packets, 
during the summer months, have been removed 
to Howth, by which arrangement four hours are 
saved in the passage. Should this project, as it 
is probable, be crowned with success, the trade 
will undergo very material changes ; and as all 
cannot be benefited in such extensive alter- 
ations, it is reasonable to expect that many will 
oppose them. On the commencement of the 
new harbour, the attempt was represented as 
chimerical, and a useless expenditure of money; 
b«t the progress it has already made affords 
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reasonable ground to hope for its complete suc- 
cess, which, when accomplished, a canal may 
not unlikely be projected to communicate from 
Howth to Dublin. 

r 

The custom*house, which is on the north side 
of the river, is a prodigious pile of building, suf-> 
ficiently capacious to transact the business of all 
Ireland. An increase, both in luxury and poV 
pulation, may be inferred, from the augmented 
importation of ;coals during the last forty years* 
In the year 1772, the coals imported amounted 
to two hundred and eleven thousand four hun- 
dred and thirty-three tons, at a supposed cost of 
forty-eight thousand pounds; in the year 1812, 
there were imported five hundred and fifty thou* . 
sand one hundred and sixty-three tons, bosting . 
above four hundred and twenty thousand pounds ; ; 
still this is not one half the quantity received 
into the port of London. Ten years of peace ' 
would probably double the consumption of coal. 
A few years ago, there was scarcely a steam- 
engine in Ireland ; recently a manufactory for 
their construction has been established in - 
Dublin ; the extension of trade, after a time, 
when once the civilized world • shall be blessed 
with peace, must produce surprising effects in 
a country, so calculated as this is, for all com* > 
mercial enterprises j the extent and convenience 
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of the port of Dublin alone are so interesting 
as to justify thid remark, even to those who are 
not men of business. 

The admirers of beautiful scenery will here 
find much to indulge in ; for, excepting the bay 

< 

of Naples, there is probably no prospect of the 
kind to compare as a rival to the bay of Dublin. 
The hill of Howth, forming its northern ex- 
tremity, is of considerable magnitude; and rising 
as it does from the flat shore, which connects it 
with the land, renders it more conspicuous. All 
the way from Dublin to Howth, a distance of 
six miles, is very beautiful ; and the whole pe- 
ninsula is crowded with magnificent villas and 
ornamented cottages; The breadth of the bay 
does not exceed four miles, contracting tin it 
terminates in the river Liffy. The Wicklow 
shore has quite a different character, being as 
bold as the other is tame : the mountains here 
rise to a considerable height, and terminate in a 
great diversity of summit, which, with the co*^ 
nical hills in advance from their main body, 
produce a singularly beautiful effect. As the 
whole is cultivated and crowded down to the 
water's edge with cabins, most of which are' 
white-washed, the interest of the scene ir 
greatly promoted by the general gaiety and 
cheerfulness thus exhibited. 



^he^kpmjte'singb^mh. ill 

• *m* city <)f DtibMtf -occtfpfcs 'the-fctrffte 'Ux. 
trein«y,-<>r : bclt*om oT *»«*>*#: a &Ptiyttf&& 
vaifcd are- 1^ *attfra^ ttridn^^'^tKl 



and Tati^d are' *e toatof at ; pi 

*or?cs of art, *nteR 3& ^sbmbMId tfcsf'sniafl 




ciiliaritjM^fei-y feltftfebF^elaiia^^fe di$ 
tinctly seen — one character pe 1 rvafles tn^ tonole,' 
and no space is left for fancy to fill up — all is 
complete aitd beantrM^busy afod alive! WfiilQ 
the jgenefei bustle of dommeraal 'bhsitresa jpro- 
noufices it riot ie*sdthf& residence 4 ^ opulence 
than the; happy *eat 'where 4nthMty £(nil pro- 
Aactfte labor love to dWell^ : ' ,l 1(,i o! ' : : 
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Prepared as I wks fttrtk '&rery ate A ebimt J I had 
reefciVed of this celebfciteri spdt/fi has fyioiAy 
answered, bitt' teeeedetf tt iA}p ^ekj^ectatfohs; I, 
could have passed the'whMe'tfiy in contemplate 
ing the different parte drtWgfldfcqra landscape,: 
where evtery object sbccessfhlfy 'emhbifies td 
promote a general' hirtnony, and prtfdtide one' 
grand exquisite* effect. ' J * r il ' ; 7 '\ ' '; v ' ' ; 

' I had : been W fasdtWted with the varibiis 
views o^the bay, 5 that I had lost the count of 
time, and did not arrive at the bank until after 
the time of its clbsiiig. Through the obligipg 
attention of 'a namesake, Mr. Henry Curweri^ 

7 
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the. cashier, whose meritorious conduct has 
raised him to an office of great trust and re- 
spectability, I had the .good fortune to obtain 
access to every part of this noble edifice, whiqjti 
gave us the satisfaction of seeing and knowing 
that every part of its internal arrangement cor- 
responded with what might have been expected 
from its outward magnificence. 



The Lord*' House of Parliament remains in 
its primitive state ; the room is small, ill pro* 
portioned, and has nothing of dignity or con* 
sequence to recommend it. It is at present b 
receptacle for lumbej : there may be those* wh* 
would dare to question if it had usually been 
mppuseftfly employed. I, for one, felt no 
regret at its metamorphose ! Nor shall I ever, 
until the disgraceful . accusation of its members 
having sold "their birthrights for a mess of 
pottage/' be completely and successfully re- 
butted. Had I been an Irishman, I think I. 
sho\ild have loathed the roof under which the 
sacrifice had been made, though, as a national 
benefit, I might have approved the measure : as 
an Englishman, my feelings impelled; me. t fxqm 
the spot with contempt and detestation ! 



We passed from the bank to Trinity College, 
which, though on a smaller scale, has some re- 
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to its namesake at Cambridge* Our 
next object was the University. This establish- 
ment was projected nearly three hundred years 
before it was founded, during the mayoralty of 
Thomas Smith, in the year 1593. Its revenues, 
which are most ample, arise from munificent 
grants in the reign of Elizabeth, James, and 
Charles the First; Thelibrary is a splendid ap- 
pendage, and is said to • contain upwards of 
seventy thousand volumes; among whieh are 
many scarce and valuable books. The Dean, 
with some reluctance, was prevailed on to afford 
us the pleasure of inspecting it ; he had taken 
great displeasure at some published accounts in 
England, and was disposed to resent the offence 
by excluding English visitors. A peace offer- 
ing, however, was politely accepted, by my 
assuring him that since I had been in Ireland, 
my admiration might faithfully be esteemed as 
not inferior to his own, or the most enthusiastic 
lover of his country ; and that should I ever be 
tempted to describe to the. public the gra- 
tifications I had received, no discredit, by any 
possibility, could attach to Ireland from my ob- 
servations. This assurance produced us polite 
attention, and we were shown whatever was 
considered as;rare, and the most curious. , 

The manuscript New Testament, containing 

VOL. II. I 
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the three disputed verse* in St. John* tfas 
authority of which gave rise to » long and no 
obstinate a controversy, is one of the most 
interesting objects. Some maps of Ireland, 
from surveys made in die reign of Queen 
EKzatatb, represent the country as well 
hooded. This is very credible, notwithstanding 
its present denuded appearance ; for, m spite of 
the western blasts, we observed a very rapid 
growth of the trees. 

Amongst other relics, we werp shown the 
letter of James the Second to his General at 
D*rry» and to which 1 have before had occasion 

9 

to* advert, blaming him for allowing acme of the 
half starved, famished inhabitants of that place 
to escape, and ordering him in future to pre- 
vent any one from quitting the town. It is very 
unfortunate for the memory of this asonatcb, tha* 
such a wanton proof of his inhumanity should 
by the care of his contemporaries have been so 
preserved. The chapel is spaciotts, and highly 
ornamented ;, tike hall is capacious, lofty, and 
magnificent; hot as a. refectory, its, splendid 
construction must ill repay the sufferings of 
thave ivotti cold, who are constsairied to dine in 
it nine month* in the year, Mr. Burkete portrait 
now occupies the place which was formerly 
allotted to that of Mr. Grattan. Th* whole 
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transaction relative to the destruction of the 
latter gwrtlertMta's picture* has fixed a staiii On 
the University, that in onr memory cannot be 
eflkced. Such an instance of time-serving 
spirit Would be contemptible in any body of 
men 3 but within these walls, where learning* 
liberality* and an elevation of the humari mind, 
otagbt to reside, the) tery reverse of a conduct 
which after ages Witt not less reprobate than 
the present, might have foeefi expected* These 
will fix the dishonor where k ought to- rest, axrtf . 
do full justice to the political character and 
conduct of Mr. Grattan. 

We made a hasty visit to th6 Institute. Had 
time permitted, it Would have dffofded us ampl* 
field for indulging our cufyodity in the various 
branches of science. Lectures are delivered 
here on the various branches of natural philo- 
sophy ; and a school for design also has recently 
been established. The inineralegical collection 
is extensive, and promises aid in elucidating 
the stratification of Ireland. It gave me much 
pleasure to see collected numerous specimen* 
of its marbles. It does no credit to the good 
sense of a nation to prefer, on all occasions, 
the productions of other countries to their own, 
when the utility and real intrinsic value of each 
is* neatly equal. Even admitting in point of 

12 
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beauty, the foreign marbles to have a superiority; 
yet those at home being Irish, and equally use- 
ful, ought to secure them a preference. : • 

Here we were also shown a most singular 
model of a circular building, not long ago dis- 
covered in the county of Kerry ; and I think 
I understood that a second had also been found 
in another quarter. Though somewhat differ- 
ently constructed, it has much the appearance 
of a theatre. The seats, instead of being car- 
ried entirely round the building, are placed 
singly in diagonal lines, appearing like so many 
separate staircases, internally surrounding the 
whole building. There is but one entrance into 
the circus, which is at the bottom or ground 
floor of the model. This door-way by some has 
been offered as an argument against the design 
being intended for a theatre ; and the com- 
paratively few who could have had the accomo- 
dation of seats seems to corroborate this opi- 
nion : the model, however, does not enable us 
to form any reasonable conjecture, whether the 
entrance to the audience might not have been 
from the top. From its recent discovery, I 
should presume it must have been found at 
some depth hidden in the earth. 

The Institute has an allowance of eight thou-. 
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fcand a year from government : this appropriate 
expenditure advances a general knowledge and 
taste for the arts; it also contributes to pro- 
mote many useful improvements in every branch 
of science. Previous to the establishment of 
the Farming Society in Ireland, the attention of 
the Institute was in a particular manner directed 
to objects of agriculture. All the public in- 
fctitt)tion& in Ireland are on a great scale, and 
do credit to the national spirit and taste. As 
far as so cursory an inspection would enable 
me to form any judgment, I was much pleased 
with the general arrangements, and the mode 
of conducting, the several departments of the 
Institute. 

The style and beauty of Dublin have greatly 
surpassed my expectations. Many of the streets 
are handsome and commodious, while the ap- 
pearance of the shops is inferior to those only 
in London. The bridges over the Liffey are 
so numerous that the passage of the river 
through the centre of the town is attended with 
little inconvenience. St. Stephen's Green ex- 
ceeds in size any of the squares in London ; the 
others are of an inferior character. There are 
numbers of capital houses, which are occupied 
at high rents. The Union for some years had 
the effect of reducing the value of the best re- 
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aidences considerably; jnany of this principal 
jphabitaofcs having quitted Dublin. Some of 
Jthese havp returned ; a great number Qf new 
buildings are ereptipg, apd the place, we were 
told, is 48 much resold to as formerly. 

Unfortunately we pould not bave vigiled 
Publin at a more unfavourable season, as th? 
qourts were not sitting j the fibeatrep npt open; 
a great proportion of die first families absent at 
their country seats ; and the twm wearing a 
Jbrlorn desolate appearance, by waiting tbf 
bustle of a great pprojnpFfifcl eity, and the #»- 
play Qf fashion, equipage, and other indications 
of opulence. Adieu. 

tl» V/» \^» 
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Sept* &$$ 1818,- 

OUR first engagement this morning was to 
visit tfre establishment pf the Fanning Spciety 
of Ireland at Summer-hill j the high reputation 
and celebrity of which are the best evidence 
of the benefits derived to the country from its 
labors, , , 

As a point of union connecting the landed 
gentry with men of science and practical know, 
ledge, it cannot fail of producing important 
result?, «nd extensively diffusing a spirit for im* 
provement* From the parent society have 
sprung several provincial establishments j and, 
ip every part of the country, efforts are making 
to inspire a taste for agriculture and Approve- 
ment The augmented estimation in which 
these are now held has advanced the character 
of the practical farmer, and opened to him a 
road not only to respectability but to public 
favor and celebrity : nor are these resulting ad- 
vantages confined to him, but extended to all 
classes of meritorious laborers on the soil, not 
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one of whom is excluded from becoming a par- 
taker of the honors and premiums bestowed by 
the institution. 

Were the impediments to good husbandry in 
Ireland of the ordinary kind only, I should not 
entertain the smallest doubt that a short time 
would be sufficient to remove them, and place 
the cultivation of the country on an equality 
with that of Engldfld. ■ Unfortunately, however, 
some are in existence of a nature not easily to 
be surmounted. '< » ' : ^ ; 
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• 

Want of constant employment is the primary 
source of all the evils. If an opportunity of 
being employed were daily presented to the 
laborious orders; some degree of industry would 
be excited : this would daily increase, and tend 
to remove much of their present apathy and disk 
content. Could any means be devised to give 
profitable activity to ' the rural population of 
Ireland, the country would soon become one 
of the most abundantly fertile spots on the face 
Of the globe.* 

, 4 

a a i * 

* 

'•■ * " No nation ever yet became industrious till the pro* 
spectof reward had sweetened' the exercise of the spade, the 
hammer, or the hatchet. The feelings of present ij), fpr 
such is toil, must be overbalanced by the hope of future 
good, else no man will work." 

Campbell's Strictures on Irish History* 
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To effect so desirable an alteration a total 
change must be induced in the habits and pre- 
judices of the laboring people, whose pride, 
it is much to be feared, would greatly militate 
against any reform that should dispossess them, 
as the wretched occupants, of their miserable 
holdings, and give them the happiness and inde- 
pendency of comfortable laborers ; it would, 
in their estimation, be a depression in the scale 
of society that no future prospects or anticipa- 
tions of good would be capable of reconciling 
to them. The multitudes now spreading over 
thp face of the country should, by manu- 
factories and trade, be seduced, as it were, into 
towns j where new habits would be acquired, 
and the increase of wages would create- a desire 
for better food and its natural accompaniments. 
The potatoe, which, in some points of view, 
may justly be regarded as one of the greatest 
blessings to our species, is capable of operating 
the greatest calamities, when it exclusively 
furnishes the food on which a community is 
content to exist; for as the cultivation of a 
single statute acre may successfully and easily 
be attended to by one individual, and as its 
produce on an average would give food for at 
least ten persons the year round, at seven 
pounds each per day, which may be considered 
as an abundant allowance; what chance is 

7 
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there for manual exertions in wcfc a society ? 
among whom a patrimonial aversion to labor, 
and an habitual attachment to idleness, are para* 
mount to every other consideration* 

Although I have no means of ascertaining 
the fact with accuracy, I am inclined to believe, 
that an acre of potatoes will furnish a greater 
supply of food than one of rice. 

Admitting the agriculture of the country 
should be so far improved as to require six 
persons for the cultivation, of every hundred 
acr$s j in this case, one fifth of the people only 
cquld thus find employment, if eveji the whole 
surface were under the plough ; but, in all pro- 
bability, one third of it would be found to be 
bog, turf, mountain, and waste. 

The wonderful fertility of the soil, para* 
doxical as it may appear, has a contrary effect 
in Ireland to that of stimulating the husband* 
man, either to labor on it, or support it with 
manure. The extreme love of ease and plea- 
surable modes of passing away titpe, renders 
the farmer disinclined to do either ; for, with- 
out any pains on his part, he is sure of an 
abundant crop; and, as his indulging in the 
habits of his forefathers is of more consequence 
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to Wm than providing far hi* children* hs be- 
comes careless as to both. The numerom cpw- 
petitors for small portions of land produce the 
present exorbitant rente, and consequently in- 
dace the subdivision of estates ad infinitum s *od 
as the object of a young Jwb couple n not 
Hve 9 but exist only, the country is become over- 
loaded with a useless population, possessing so 
little capital as seldom to exceed the half yew's 
rent which usually is in arrear. The pro- 
digious high price of grain far the last few 
years has with difficulty enabled the occupiers 
to pay these heavy demands to their landlords. 
Privations and potatoes only could have 
furnished the means. 

\ 

The Fanning Society have an allowance from 
the state of five thousand pounds a year, and 
an annual subscription is paid by the members 
in aid of the funds. The establishment at 
Summer-hill is on an extensive plan for all kinds 
of improvements; among which is a manu- 
factory fbr the most approved species of fanning 
implements, which are here sold at reduced 
prices to practical persons. The society has 
an experimental farm about five miles from 
Dublin at Ballynasloe, where they have a hand- 
some bouse, with a most commodious yard for 
the reception of prize cattle. The meetings in 
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the spring are held in Dublin, in the autumn, 
at Ballynadoe. 

r ' i ' • • ... 

The premiums annually distributed by -the 
society are very numerous ; al *d aid from their 
funds is also extended to the different provincial 
societies ; by which means, though much dis- 
tributed, each becomes identified with the 
agriculture of the whole country^ while the 
parent establishment is enabled to direct their 
attention to those practices which are of the 
most important consideration. 

These valuable exertions have already been 
rewarded by great improvement in the breed 
and appearance of the cattle. In most similar 
establishments, agriculture takes the lead of 
Kve stock ; here it is wisely reversed. Great 
attention is paid to a proper selection in breed- 
ing, the beneficial consequences of which must 
soon be felt in every quarter* Instead of con- 
fining, by means of high prices, the prime 
stock to a few graziers, the best bulls are 
here open to the use of every one on a trifling 
payment. 

The Right Hon. John Foster is the president; 
Mr. Wynne, and many other experienced and 
spirited agriculturists, form the committee; 
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Mr. Dix and the Rev, — — Radcliffe are secre- 
taries, and both gentlemen are highly qualified 
for the discharge of the office which each has 
undertaken. 

I was much gratified and pleased with the 
general arrangements, and all that I saw ; but 
particularly with the good sense and spirit with 
which the whole business is conducted. 

Within a few doors of the society's house is 
the extensive coach manufactory belonging to 
Mr. Hutton, who gives employment to more 
than five hundred people. The premises are very 
extensive, and every branch of the business is 
conducted under Mr. Hutton's own personal 
inspection, I was particularly struck with the 
care and attention paid here to the seasoning 
of the wood made use o£ In point of execu- 
tion, the work is no where exceeded in London : 
the order and regularity with which so large 
a concern is conducted I beheld with great 
pleasure. The best constructed jaunting car is 
a commodious vehicle ;, I have often, however, 
lamented the sufferings of the poor horse, 
when dragging one of them at a great pace 
with five or six persons. 

We next made a circuit through the principal 
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squares and streets, and arrived befdre the castle 
art the moment of relieving guard* which is here 
cfctfie at five In the afternoon. The general re* 
mark of foreigners " that our palaces are 
hospitals, and our hospitals palaces/' applies 
with all its significance to Dublin Castle* the 
architecture of which is mean * and from every 
thing indicated by its exterior, I should be led 
to imaging the apartments within are by nor 
means suitable to the rank and station of a Lord 
Lieutenant, The chapel, which is a modern 
building, seems to be a highly finished piece of 
Gothic architecture* 

The unceasing display of military parade 
grres Dublin the air of a garrison town. As 
tht fttfans of national defence I honor the 
profession of arms ; but when soldiers become 
tft6 conservators of civil authority, and the* 
exetitttOtfs of the law, I deplore the wretched 
policy thaft reliefers their aid permanently rtf- 
qtusite; and, as a British subject, view them, 
as bayoneted constables with a constitutional 
jealousy. 

Most ardently do I wish the civil power J» 
Ireland may be rendered competes* to the 
general administration of justice, the laws, and 
the preservation df order % and that our gallant 
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amy may be exonerated from a service as te* 
pwgnant to their martial characters a* to tfaei* 
domestic feelings. 

We were not able to reach the establishment 
of the Lioen Board. This society yearly dis- 
tributes among the working classes * mmsber 
of spinning wheels and looms \ and the seetety 
also charges itself with the importation of 
foreign flax or linseed, that which is raised iti 
Ireland being supposed to produce iti&rior 
plants. The linen trade has decreased of late 
years: more than & million and half in value. 
This in some measure hits been attributed fid & 
defective manufacture. Great complaints are? 
made of the interference of German ddth with* 
the Irish market, arising, most ptfcfodHy, from 
some superiority m those fabrics i but d* the 
linen business from the growth of the ftttx plant, 
through all its stages, to the perfect manu- 
ftctore of the Iken, h* been id long p««ued 
in Ireland as to become the principal occupa- 
tion of the people, it would be extremely im- 
politic indeed, in a country where employment 
is so scarce and so desirable, to suffer a rivalry 
i&its staple commodity by the introduction of 
foreign productions. If the German linens be 
entitled to a preference, the cause of such pre- 
ference ought to be ascertained, afad no pains 

1 
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should be spared to correct the defect in the 
Irish manufacture. The application of che- 
mical aids in bleaching, principally for the pur- 
pose of discharging a stain acquired by the 
fibres in the process of water steeping, may 
possibly be injurious to its strength. Could a 
cheap and expeditious mode be discovered for 
obtaining the flax from the plant without its 
undergoing the present tedious »nd wasteful 
process of steeping, it would be an incalculable 
benefit to Ireland. 

. We perceived a great disposition in every 
part of the country to extend this business. 
Formerly the linen trade was almost exclusively 
confined to the northen counties ; but you may 
perhaps recollect that I remarked with pleasure 
an expansion of its growth as far south as the 
county of Kerry, 

The foundling hospital here for the reception 
of children is on a great scale, though the 
policy and even propriety of the institution are 
highly questionable. The view with which it 
was founded, unquestionably, was the preserva- 
tion of helpless human beings ; but it admits of 
very great doubt, whether this benevolent end 
has been promoted. Much discussion has taken 
place on the state and general conduct of 4he 
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charity, which I regret it was not in my power 
to examine. If little or no positive good has 
arisen, much national injury, in a moral point 
of light, may have been sustained. Children 
are brought from all quarters of the country to 
the hospital, and no inquiries are made. There 
is a box on the outside of a window to receive 
them, and a bell above it ; this is rung, and a 
person in attendance receives the infant. A 
register is kept for the purpose of answering 
subsequent inquiries, in which the time of re- 
ceiving the child, and any permanent marks it 
may happen to have about it, are entered ; and 
there are always a number of wet nurses in 
attendance. The practice of those who wish 
to send a child from the country, is to apply to 
the clergyman, with whom a certain sum id 
deposited by the person who undertakes to de- 
liver die child to the institution ; and on a re- 
ceipt being produced of the faithful discharge of 
this duty, the clergyman returns the money to 
the depositing party. Old women are found 
who undertake this employment ; but as the little 
innocents are conveyed to Dublin in all seasons, 
iJ umbers, I should apprehend, must perish 411 
theft journey. At a certain age the foundlings 
are platted out with poor families about Dublin }> 
anil on annually exhibiting the child, the under* 
taking parties become entitled to the stipend 
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for its maintenance. The representation of the 
mortality within the walls of the institution, and 
afterwards, displays a shocking picture of the 
waste of human life ; pains have been taken by 
those who are responsible to rebut the ac- 
cusation ; and, as I speak from hearsay only, I 
sincerely hope the account may be exag- 
gerated. 



There are several hospitals for the reception 
of the sick, said 'to be well conducted, and to 
afford essential relief to those, otherwise . in- 
capable of obtaining medical assistance. 

The hour was so late before. we concluded 
our peregrinations in the new part of the 
town, that we had not time to reach the city. 
A description of the scenes of misery to be 
met with in some part of it, exceed any 
thing that can be imagined. Poverty, dis- 
ease, . and wretchedness, exist in every great 
town; but in Dublin the misery is indescrib- 
able. An opinion, however, formed of the 
morals of a great people, from even numer- 
ous specimens of such vitiated coftduct and 
mendicity, would b& highly erroneous. . Would? 
it be just that the virtue, happiness, and mo* 
rality of Great Britain, shou!4 be ascertained by; 
the manners of Billingsgate, St. Giles's, on 
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tHhikr resorts of the unworthy, in any of our 
great manufacturing towns ? 

r<The Fhceai*: Pari: is Mt less a delightful out- 
let to the inhabitants than a supefb appendage 
to tfte ciiy. The plantations' arid Embellish- 
mentft were principally executed in Lord Ches- 
terfield's administration* whose memory is? de*- 
stervedly held it) high estimation. Were we to 
judge from the manner in which several Lords 
Lieutenants of the last century have been ad*< 
dressed on their departure, we should be jus- 
tified in believing that no v people were ever so 
fortunate in the wisdom, intelligence, patriot- 
ism, and virtue^ of their chief magistrates. ■ A 
collection of their farewell addresses would fur- 
nish a lamentable specimen of the sacrifice* 
into which men may be betrayed by self-in* 
terest. Historians in after times will find but 
slender materials of excellence on which Such 
gross and unfounded adulation can be war* 
rantedv 



■ » 



By Dr; WhitelaW's enumeration of the in* 
habitants in the year 1798, it appears that 
Dublin at that time contained one hundred 
and thirty-four thousand eight hundred and 
forty-four souls ; but by a more recent census 
the population amounted to one hundred 

K2 



132 Lower Irish witty and fond of Repartee. 
and fifty thousand seven hundred and fifty- 



one. 



The public vehicles that pjy in the streets are 
hackaey coaches, jingles, and jaunting cars.' 
The two latter, not long ago, afforded a subject 
of some pleasantry . — The honour of knight- 
hood was conferred by a former Lord lieu- 
tenant on two. individuals renowned for merit 
in different pursuits — the one celebrated for 
his musical talents — the other as the author of 
nyffieroufc travels. — Fat distinguished the for- 
mer by the name of jingle, the latter by that of 
jaunting car.— The Irish, even in the lowet. 
rank* on giving expression to first impressions 
are frequently witty; but as judgment is a. 
second operation of the mind, and as they never 
think twice* they become intoxicated With their; 
joke, and abide by the immediate impulse of the ; 
moment, though the exercise of a second thought 
would frequently teach them their error : this is 
never resorted to, and we had frequent oppor- 
tunities* of noticing the point, and sometimes 
the severity of a repartee, but always found the 
receiving party more inclined to laugh the mat- 
ter off, than to make a vindictive, or even ah ill* 
humored reply. 

■ ■ • » v . 

V 

The removal of the Parliament was, in the 
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first instance, a great loss to Dublin ; but those 
most adverse to the measure, at the time, now 
admit that the consequences have proved less 
injurious than were expected — trade is reviving, 
and has increased ; and it is an agreed opinion, 
that in a short time it will more than compensate 
a loss which was considered as ruinous to its 
prosperity. . 

/ Generally speaking, the society of Dublin is 
excellent: the seat of Government, the univer- 
sity, the courts, of law, afed a large military 
establishment, induce great numbers to make it. 
their constant residence* 



. You cannot expect, from the slight view. I have 
been able to take of Dublin, more than a very 
imperfect sketch of the many interesting objects, 
which this city presents ; many have been only 
partially seen, while others have been entirely 
overlooked; but the length of this letter ma- 
nifesta that, amid ail its claims on my attention, 
you cannot be forgotten, • Adieu* 

j. a a 



ItfTfr 



OTTE& XLVI. 



Dublin, Sept. 24, 1819. 

THE kind attention of the Bishop of Meath 
procured us the acquaintance of a gentleman 
extensively engaged in the management of 
some of the first estates in Ireland. Latterly 
the agency business of landed property has 
been undertaken by men of talent and cha- 
racter ; the consequences of which, as. might t>e 
expected, are beneficial to all parties ; for while 
fair dealing is observed towards the tenant, the 
strictest justice is done to the proprietor. 

Such, however, is the competition for small 
farms and holdings, and so completely do the 
applicants lose sight of their true value, in their 
extreme solicitude for the occupation of them, 
that the greatest difficulty is frequently imposed 
on a conscientious agent in his election of a 
tenant. *His own opinion — his suspicions — nay, 
his individual conviction of the highest bidder, 
being the most ineligible occupier, will scarcely 
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justify his rejection of him, not only as it re- 
spects the immediate apparent interest of his 
employer, but the imputation which he may 
incur of being charged with bribery, on accept- 
ing an inferior rent. The disappointed surmises 
of the candidate soon reach the proprietor ; and 
unless he happen to entertain just confidence in 
the rectitude of his agent, or be a man of bu- 
siness, it would be a difficult task on the part of 
the agent to convince him, that the more consider- 
able offer was not most to his advantage. Hence 
the refusal of the wildest proposal is hazarding 
a suspicion of sinister motives, and is the great 
evil attending the management, by men of cha- 
racter, of estates belonging to proprietors who 
are either above, or below, paying attention to 
their own interests themselves. 

The real substantial interests of the tenant 
and the landlord, among honest men, are the 
same. Moderate rents, under appropriate terms, 
and fair covenants, are secured in their payment 
from the tenant, and in the progressive im- 
provement to the estate of the landlord. Un- 
reasonable rents ace destructive of the tenant's 
prosperity !— ruinous to his capital, and entail 
a double loss on the landlord ; first, by a de- 
falcation of rent ; and, secondly, in the de- 
terioration of his property. 
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For the purpose of securing to the proprietor 
his rent, in many instances the agent guaran- 
tees the amount, on an allowance of a certain 
poundage. Under this condition, rents too 
high subject them undoubtedly to some risk of 
loss. 

The practice of letting estates by tickets, or 
sealed tender, has prevailed to a considerate 
extent in many parts of England, but it has 
been highly injurious to various properties. 
Adventurers, as destitute of sufficient capital as 
of experience, have thus been enabled to dis- 
possess old tenants ; and most commonly, after 
a very short occupation, the farms have been 
to be re-let; on which occasions they have 
frequently been hired under their r true annual 
value. 

This system exhibits great want of liberality, 
and must have originated in ignorance, and 
been adopted by idleness. Great commercial 
companies — opulent merchants, and others as 
wholly unacquainted with the relative value of 
their estates to an occupier, as are their conk 
fidential professional friends sitting in chambers 
of the inns of court, were easily induced, be- 
cause it saved them trouble, to subscribe, to tbw 
summary mode of proceeding. 
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The latter parties would no doubt gladly 

avail themselves of this acquiescence, in their 

1 

new projected species of aqction, it being the 
best covering for the absence of that knowledge 
of rural aflaks, in which it cannot be expected pro- 
fessional men should be so accurately educated 
as to decide justly between parties of such op- 
posite interests j and whilst a private auction 
relieved them from all responsibility, it had the 
further recommendation of passing matters of 
great concern through their offices without per* 
plexity, to completion, and without risking any 
impeachment of their judgment Should my 
suggestions, as to the origin of these auctions 
in obscurity, serve as a check to this ungenerous 
mode of proceeding, the public, by possibility, 
may be benefited* 

Mr. Roper, from whom we obtained much 
important information respecting the value of 
Irish estates, occupies the beautiful mansion of 
Ely Place, three miles from Dublin, at the foot 
of the Wicklow mountains. From the. park we 
commanded many charming views of the. city 
and bay of Dublin. 

The opinion I had formed, of land letting con? 
tiderahly higher in Ireland than in England, 
receives daily confirmation; even after every 
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allowance is made for the exemption of the 
former from poor's rates and taxes. The county 
rates and repairs, however, must be acknow- 
ledged qs weighty charges on the Irish tenant, 
whose account with his landlord is a running 
one, and the balance against him forms, in 
general, the principal part of his capital. The 
regularity xxt payment* of rents to the English 
landlord has a decided advantage, and is no 
small argument in favor of a substantial te* 
nantry. 

On oar return to Dublin this morning, we 
saw a fine pasture field completely overrun with 
docks and seeded ragwort; on expressing our 
astonishment to Mr.. Roper, he asked what we 
might suppose to be the rent. Accustomed 
to hear of six, eight, and ten pounds per acre, 
in spite of its extremely neglected state, I men- 
tioned the latter sum. Erroneous conjecture ! 
it was let at the rate of seventeen pounds per 
acre! How is if possible, under any circumstances 
of luxuriant' produce, that such rents can be 
paid ? The eow keepers in London do not pay 
more than about twelve pounds, or the Bat- 
tersea gardeners more than about fifteen pounds 
the acre : at least I never heard of higher rents 
near our metropolis. Hard by this was a field 
of clover standing for seed, which also bore so 
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complete a crop , of docks that *woe to the un« 
fortunate purchasers of the produce* 



«r ' 



Mr. Commissioner Wynne^ brother to the 
proprietor of Haslewood, has a charming villa 
at Rathmines. He corroborated Mr. Roper's 
account of land letting even for twenty pounds 
an acre in that neighbourhood. This gentle* 
man has paid particular attention to the short 
horned breed of cattle, some specimens of which, 
that came under our observation, claimed kin* 
dred with the best Durham breed* 

In passing through Mr, Wynne's grounds, we 
had the pleasure of meeting the younger bran- 
ches of the family, their lovely healthy ap- 
pearance made it impossible silently and in- 
differetttly to pass them by. On our inquiring 
of one of the female attendants the number of 
the ftmily, she replied with great naivety 
w Thete are only eight, Sir/* — In many other 
instances we have noticed it as a prevailing 
opinion, that any number of children in a family 
under ten, or a dozen, is below the scale of ex- 
pectancy. 

The most adverse sensations are! in this coun- 
try exerted at the same instant, so closely are 
ppposites associated] Whilst the eye is invitee) 
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to splendor and magnificence, the heart tfecoilj 
from the most repulsive poverty. The seats of 
opulence, and the cabins of indigence, are so 
mixed and huddled together, that they force 
on the mind a perpetual combat of feeling \ 
London and Dublin differ materially in this 
respect. In the former, the different gradations 
in society have each an appropriate station--* 
here, the meanest mechanic is found existing in 
streets, where the highest ranks luxuriantly live* 
Dublin perhaps equals London in objects of 
splendor ; but it cannot compete with it . in 
point of comfort ; nor can, I believe, any other 
place in the habitable world. 

We had been put tp puch inconvenience for 
change, that I resolved to avail myself jq£ Mr* 
Henry Curwen's polite. offer of a quantity of 
silver. Those who visit this country should be 
provided with Bank of Ireland pap6r, as the 
local notes have a Knitted circulation, and those 
of the Bank of England are distrusted, in the 
apprehension of their being forged. 

The beneficial affects arising out of the Union 
are now beginning to appear; the exchange 
with England, till within these few months, has 
been constantly against this country; at this 
moment it is five per cent iir its favor. The 

5 



Excursion from Dublin to Howth. 141 

superior rate of interest in Ireland, in con- 
sequence of a deficiency of capital, is a great 
check to all commercial pursuit;. 

Mr^ Radcliffe obligingly offered to take me to 
Howth ; dud it was agreed we should breakfast 
with Mr* Hutton, at whose manufactory we had 
been, so highly gratified, and whEo, on a small 
acaJe, is an excellent farmer. From Mr. Hut- 
ton's we paid a visit to Mr. Sayer> of Green 
Road, who has: a considerable form, «ud soils t<r 
a great extent. Twenty head of cattle, of dift 
ferent ages, were here soiled from the 3d of 
May to the 8th of September on the produce or 
seventeen acres of clover and meadow land. 
Mr. Sayer f s gregri crops, for Ireland, were mag* 
nificent: foe had nearly twenty acres of* turnips, 
of which half the quantity were Swedes, thirty 
acres of potatoes, as many of beans, ten acres 
of rape, and three of .mangel wurzel, which, 
with the clover, amounted to seventy-six acres 
of green crops, and comprehended nearly one 
third of the farm $ beside which, there were 
forty-two. afcres of wheat, and twenty- two acres 
of oats. The land had been greatly exhausted 
at the time Mr. Sayer commenced his able 
operations. The attention now bestowed' to 
the cleaning of the land will soon bring it 



142 Inspectidnqf Mf.&tyer'sT'drmatGrtenRoad* 

into the highest order, when it must become an 
object of great interest to the agriculturist* 
This is infinitely the best specimen of farming 
I had yet 6eeh in Ireland. We had here a 
further evidence of the fertility of the sbil. 
The preparation for the bean crop, which^ con*" 
sidering it. was raised without manure, was ft 
very fair one, had been, twice ploughing, once 
harrowing, and a little picking or weeding/ 
These operations were considered as sufficient, 
not only to obtain an average crop of beans, 
which the result justified, but ample to ensure 
afterwards a good crop of wheat* Hoeing of 
turnips is little understood $ the earth fe neither 
cleansed from the roots of the plant; nor arc? 
they set out at a sufficient distance from each 
other., ,1 could not resist borrowing a hoe from: 
one of the people at work, and giving them an 
example, of the manner in which turnip hoeing* 
should b0 executed : my attempt created much> 
surprise; and satisfied the laborers as to one 
point fi^ly* that it was a wanton waste of the? 
crop. I pressed the bailiff to proceed in the. 
same, way with one stich only, that he mights 
hereafter be enabled to judge which was the 
beat, method. I did not measure the blade or. 
edge of the hoe in use ; but as a width 6f ten; 
inches is not considered too much in the best 
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cultivated parts of Norfolk and Suffolk, I am 
persuaded they could not be of this descrip* 
tion. . ..:•.', 

» .... • • » 

Mr. Sayer has a very good stock of Devon- 
shire cattle and South Down sheep : his at* 
tention was directed to the crossing of the lat- 
ter with the Merino.; hut as the experiment has 
been made so fully and accurately, and has so 
completely failed, at Holkbam, I was concerned 
to see him engaged in an inexpedient measure. 

A dairy, on the soiling, system, might . be 
made highly profitable. The distance of Mr. 
Sayer's ferm is within reach for supplying Dub- 
lin, where new milk sells at four-pence the 
quart. 

The rents paid for land are incredible ! Mr. 
Talbot has ground let, for the purpose of 
grazing, at the enormous sum of twenty pounds 
an acre* 

The obliging attention of Mr. Radcliffe pro- 
cured me the pleasure of inspecting the ancient 
and celebrated castle of Malahide, the seat of 
Colonel Talbot, built in the, reign of Henry the 
Second. It is placed nearly in the centre of an 
isthmus of about three miles in breadth, which 
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unites the promontory of Howth to the main 
land. The site of the castle is most happily 
chosen both for beauty and defence ; the edifice 
is a square building of three stories ; to the 
west and , south, it commands Howth— Dublin 
Bay and the Wicklow mountains in the back 
ground. To the north St. George's Channel, 
the lands of Lamboy, and Ireland's Eye. The 
castle, which is surrounded by some very fine 
timber, has a basement story which is entirely 
arched, and appropriated to offices, whence a 
spacious stone stair-case leads to the upper 
rooms. The first of which, a principal apart- 
ment, remains in the ancient state ; it is wain- 
scoted with oak, ornamented with much carv- 
ing tolerably well executed ; one compartment 
over the chimney-piece is of admirable work- 
manship, and must, I should conceive, be of 
more modern date than the rest. 

There is something in objects of acknow- 
ledged and manifest antiquity that never fails 
to inspire respect. The lapse of years contrasts 
eternity with our transient abode upon earth! 
What we admire to day, millions have done 
homage to before us, and probably millions will 
continue so to do when we are gone and for- 
gotten! The mock antique on the contrary, 
stamped with the architect's impression of yes- 
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terday, has a direct opposite effect ; provoking 
smiles by no means complimentary to the pro- 
fundity of such Gothic fabricators. 

The saloon adjoining to this fine specimen of 
ancient magnificence, is a noble spacious apart* 
ment fitted up in a handsome plain style, and 
adorned with a number of good paintings, 
among the most remarkable of which are some 
portraits by Sir Peter Lely, in his best style. 
The gloom of the former apartment, contrasted 
with the gaiety of this, produced a pleasing 
effect ; our view from the upper story we con- 
sidered to be unrivalled. 

An accident befalling one of our horses un- 
fortunately detained us some time, and ren- 
dered it wholly impossible to reach Howth — 
this, on many accounts, was a great mortifi- 
cation. Personally I feel to have great interest 
in the improvements carrying on there, as likely 
to be of importance to the prosperity of Cum- 
berland. In all public works the Irish legis- 
lature has displayed great magnificence; the 
operations both of nature and of art appear at 
Howth to be on a great scale. Admitting the 
pier to be completed, ships of any draught of 
water will, at all times of tide, find security. 
In gales of wind from the southward, our coal 
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ships are compelled at all hazards to cross the 
bar, for the purpose of avoiding a lee-shore, 
there being no place to which they can run for 
safety. Numerous accidents have consequently 
happened, and many lives been lost, with much 
property. The most sanguine hopes are en* 
tertained by many, of the successful completion 
of the plan j but as the general opinion is fre- 
quently directed by the artifices of interested 
persons, it is not surprising that the popular 
opinion should not be in its favor. Many in- 
dividuals cannot — still more will not, be at the 
fatigue of judging for themselves. I recollect 
an instance where the enlargement of a harbour 
was opposed by all the seafaring people , for- 
tunately their opposition was unavailing, and in 
a few years afterwards there was not a nautical 
or other person conversant with the port, who 
did not acknowledge it to be the greatest im- 
provement that could have been effected. 

Mr. Foster, to whom the greatest praise is 
due for his laborious exertions in promoting 
this undertaking, will, I sincely hope, long live 
to receive the tribute of public gratitude to 
which he is so justly entitled* 

An attempt even to notice all the splendid 
residences, and highly ornamented villas, whidt 
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we have seen in the course of this day's circuit 
of thirty miles, would fill a volume. Many of the 
gentlemen's seats and villas appeared to me 
elegant, and extremely well kept: good and 
bad taste* however, are found blended so often 
together, that those who* depending on others, 
venture on an extensive scale of decoration 
must always hazard much; in exemplification 
of which, I might refer to the late Marquis of 
Lansdowne's house in Berkeley-Square. The 
lower suite of apartments were finished by Mr* 
Adam, and adorned with all the riches of Her* 
culftneum— the expense prodigious. Public ad- 
miration, as is not unfrequently the case/ was 
in the exact proportion to the cost A few 
years afterwards, the Marquis fitted up the 
upper suite of rooms in a style as remarkable 
for simplicity, as the other was the reverse of it, 
—the effect left no doubt to which the palm of 
good taste belonged. Simplicity rarely offends, 
whilst cumbrous ornament oppresses and fa- 
tigues. 

€ 

> 

Merino, the seat of the late Lord Charlemont, 
is very beautifully situated, commanding a most 
interesting view of Dublin, of its bay, and of the 
mountains of Wicklbw. The drive by the side 
of the bay presents a landscape of perpetual 
change and enchantment. 

l 2 
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On passing through the streets early this 
morning, we met a number of Irish cars bring- 
ing in hay, but loaded in so extraordinary a man- 
ner, that I should have thought it a contest for 
superiority in slovenliness. My companion was 
much amused with my surprise, and explained 
that it was mere trick which produced this 
apparent disorder. The cars were compelled 
to bring in forty stone — this strange mode of 
dressing up the load was intended to give an 
appearance of increased bulk, and induce the 
buyer to believe it exceeded the stipulated 
weight. The same artifice was practised with 
straw. It is alleged that this is one reason 
for the farmer's decided preference of the Irish 
car ; and if the fact be capable of proof, the 
grounds of the partiality are as defective as the 
merit of the vehicle. The hay which comes 
into Dublin, like that which we have hitherto 
met with, is soft, owing, as I have before ob- 
served, to the manner in which it is treated after 
the grass is mown ; we have seen very few 
samples of good hay in the whole circuit we 
have yet made. 

Amongst the regrets which I shall never cease 
to feel is the omission of seeing the cathedral 
pf St. Patrick, and the edifice perpetuating 
the memory of its patriotic Dean, which is said 
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to possess considerable merit as a piece of sculp- 
ture. As the zealous — the sincere friend to his 
country, I should have been* most happy to 
have contemplated his monument, had it been 
ever so homely ! Adieu. 

J* V/« V/« 
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LETTER XLVII. 

Dublin, Sept. 24, 1813. 

OUR setting out having been delayed some 
hours by an accident affords me an opportunity 
of again addressing you from the metropolis. 

From every account I had heard of Dublin, 
I was prepared to expect much inconvenience 
from the common beggars in the streets : how 
it has happened I cannot tell, but we certainly 
have had but little to complain of in this re- 
spect. Possibly these itinerants imitate their 
superiors, and migrate during summer, or that 
the facility of obtaining work during the time of 
harvest, renders the precarious mode of pro- 
curing a subsistence by begging unnecessary. 

Most of the writers on the state of Ireland 
agree in representing the protestant inhabitants 
as more industrious than the catholic. I admit 
the fact, but I must deny the inferences at- 
tempted to be drawn from it. Religious pre- 
judices having shut the catholic out of divers 
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sources of employment, he has become chained 
as it were to the spot where first he drew his 
breath, and is compelled there to lead a ve- 
getative life) the difficulties which surround 
him exclude all hope of bettering his con* 
dition, which he daily observes animating his 
protestant brethren. At an early age the pa* 
ternal roof ceases to afford the wonted shelter 
and support: narrowed in his present views, 
and cut off from all prospective expectation, the 
immediate object of his senses is a wife — his fu- 
ture happiness a cabin. Here an additional tie 
is contracted to bind him to the sod at his 
door ; he becomes content to exist, arid be idle*. 
Justly to charge the laborious orders with idle- 
ness generally, as their characteristic, it would 
first be necessary to show that industry is an 
innate principle of action— on the contrary 
it is created by capital — nursed by example, and 
matured by habit The activity of the most 
busy scene is not imputable to any superior 
energy in the minds of the respective indivi- 
duals, but may be referred to die existing cause 
of genius combined with enterprise and capital, 
* diffusing a stimulus, that, not unlike the glorious 
presence of the sun, spreads widely round, and 
from a puny beginning soon becomes no less re- 
spectable in its influence, than in its extended 
blessings to the human race. It would also be 
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necessary to show that when the Irish have it i» 
their power to labor, they idly refuse to work. 
To he able to perform a fair day's work, men 
must have been in the habit of labor : many of 
the Irish, during their, lives, have had no op* 
portunity of being constantly employed, and 
from the want of muscular powers produced 
by. use, they are at first unequal to the con- 
tinued exertion of a complete day's labor. Prac* 
lice, and not inclination, is alone wanting to 
make such parties equal as workmen to their 
associates. The numerous instances, which for 
years have fallen under my own observation, 
justify me in stating, that on their first arrival 
from their own country, they caqnpt easily for- 
get the long-handled shovel, and the lay, in 
the application of which they retain an erect 
posture; yet a short time is sufficient to make 
most of them expert laborers on the surface, as 
well as gpod miners under ground, with the to$ls 
qf the country, 

Agricultural labor, which is the great source 
of occupation in Ireland, is, as I have men? 
tioned in a former letter, almost exclusively, 
performed by the married men, because it be- 
comes a sort of barter between them and their 
employers ; and the value of it, instead of being, 
paicjl in money, is set against rent and spme 
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little produce. Supposing that in England 
there be required two and an half persons for 
the eultivation of every hundred acres — that 
twenty millions are there under tillage, and 
that four-fifths of the servants are unmarried 
persons of both sexes ; . it would follow that 
there are two millions of situations open to the 
rising population. Ireland, containing eighteen 
millions of acres, with probably ten in cultiva- 
tion, does not employ, of unmarried servants, 
more than two to five hundred acres, or about 
four thousand single persons. This is a most 
serious evil, and has its origin in the subdivision: 
of the land. The minute distribution of pro- 
perty aipong tenants without capital, cannot 
contribute either to general prosperity or hap- 
piness. To be enabled to pay the enormous 
rents, which competition in the laborious orders' 
from lime to time occasions, they are perpetually 
struggling with difficulties, and submitting to 
privations, far greater than are endured by the 
working classes in any other part of the empire, 
and to which, as rational beings, they ought 
not to be subjected. 

Adverting to the few sources of employment, 
and the little excitement in the catholics to in* 
dustry, it must be recollected, that the nobility, 
ftjergy, grmy, and all official persons, com* 
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prebend, as a part of the aggregate, a large por- 
tion of the wealth of the country. I think it 
probable that the number of servants in these 
classes are in a ratio directly opposite to that 
of the number employed by persons of the 
catholic persuasion. Ail power and patronage, 
all the subordinate offices of the state, are 
filled by protestants, whilst the army and navy, 
in a high degree, contribute to relieve that 
community from all surplus in its population— 
not only by the bright, though sometimes de- 
lusive colourings of hope, which encourage the 
son to challenge the path his father has sue* 
cesafolly trodden ; but to break through a spell, 
which otherwise, like their catholic neighbours, 
would rivet them to home* 

The landed proprietors in various parts of 
Ireland have also contributed to augment the 
evil by encouraging settlers on their estates, 
with a view to advance their annual rental, or 
with a desire to obtain influence at the elec- 
tions. 

r 

Population is unquestionably riches when duly 
restricted, and when proportionate to the abi- 
lity possessed of giving employment. But 
when these essentials are wanting, the greater 
part of its members become drones in the hive ; 
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consuming the honey which they can con* 
tribute nothing in acquiring. Satisfied as I am, 
that Catholicism does not preclude, nor is any 
impediment to industry, where exertion pre- 
vails, I have often lamented the extreme ignor- 
ance and bigotry of many of the lower Irish 
with whom I have met Few indeed of the 
parties who have come under my notice could 
either read 6v write ; and though great num- 
bers became resident at Workington, such was 
their poverty, that, until assistance was afforded 
by the liberality of the town, they bad noplace 
of worship. Since the catholic chapel has been 
built, the happy consequences resulting from 
it have been truly gratifying: as order and 
good behaviour speedily distinguished the cha- 
racters of those, whose former conduct had 
been notoriously the reverse. 

In the contemplation of so important a pub- 
lic question, as by what means can the sad con- 
dition of the lower Irish be improved, we 
may be assured that neither from any defect in 
the corporeal powers of the people, nor from 
their religious persuasions, can any impediment 
arise* 

The experiment made at Workington, and, 
doubtless, were they sought for, many others 
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equally satisfactory would appear, serves to 
show, that after all that has been said and 
written on this most interesting subject, there 
is but one mean by which so large a proportion 
of our fellow subjects can be rescued from a 
state of wretchedness, as disgraceful to the 
policy of Ireland, as it is derogatory to the 
government of the British empire. The pre- 
sent moment is certainly not a propitious one 
for entering on any direct plan to effect this 
most desirable end ; but in the event of a 
happy termination of the present universal con- 
test, when the capital which is now engaged in 
objects of national warfare shall cease to be 
demanded, and shall wait the enterprise of 
agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and the 
peaceful arts of the country — then will the 
happy period arrive, when the miseries of the 
Irish peasantry may all be forgotten in their 
constant employment. 

Blind indeed must be that prejudiced in- 
dividual, who for a moment could doubt the 
unlimited felicity which such a change would 
qonfer on myriads of our fellow creatures, and 
pn the national honor and prosperity ! Adieu* 

fit V/f V" 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

* • 

Ardbracken, Sept. 25, 1813. * 

OUR road to Woodlands, the seat of Mr. 
White, took us through the Phoenix Park. A 
question has arisen as to the most appropriate 
spot for the erection of a triumphal arch to 
commemorate the victories of Lord Wellington, 
Such objects have a double effect ; first, to dis- 
charge a debt of gratitude due from the present 
generation — secondly, to inspire future times 
with admiration of superior military talents, 
and thus to generate a spirit of heroism. With 
this view and these hopes, a site ought to be 
chosen where it may bring the edifice as much 
as possible within the constant observation of 
those engaged in warlike pursuits. The^ising 
ground in the Phoenix Park appears to be well 
adapted for the purpose. Handsome as Lord 
Nelson's pillar certainly is, it is not in its pro- 
per situation in Sackville-street. The hill of 
Howth would have been more in character; 
every vessel visiting the port would then have 
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had an opportunity of paying the tribute of ad- 
miration to the memory of that gallant hero. 

From the Phoenix Park is obtained a grand 
and extensive view of Dublin j and, taking it 
altogether, it has few if any rivals in point of 
prospect 

The road to Lucan possesses little beauty— 
the town still less. Here we crossed the Lifley. 
A handsome bridge of one arch, over it, is just 
completed. The banks of the river are beau* 
tiful, and finely wooded. 

We had the good fortune to overtake a gen* 
tleman who conducted us through Mr. White's 
improvements; the grounds are very pictur* 
esque, and are adorned with a profusion of fine 
timber. The house is Gothic, and when com- 
pleted will be a most splendid residence. The 
proprietor of this estate affords further proof of 
what^may be accomplished in this country by 
industry and ability — by his own efforts and 
merits he has acquired a very large landed pro- 
perty. On leaving Woodland this morning we 
saw a number of handsome villas, and the grand 
canal which passes within a mile of Mr. White's 
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To Dousery, nine miles, the country is very 
flat, and the soil of a strong quality. Great 
numbers of persons were busily employed in 
getting their wheat crops into the ground. 
Early sowing on cold lands is assuredly an ad* 
vantageous practice* Great pains appeared to 
be bestowed in cleaning and keeping the fur* 
rows open; the long-handled shovel answers 
well for this purpose, as it enables the workman 
to spread what is taken out equally over the 
rid^o. In some instances we observed the 
space intended for the fiirrow left unploughed, 
in order to give the lands on each side a greater 
covering. 

Several yokea of oxen were working four in a 
plough; each pair had a driver, who, .loaded 
with a trusty, and armed with a ponderous 
sbelala, made a grotesque appearance. How 
the extreme absurdity of such an equipment 
should fail of provoking the derision of a peo- 
ple so alive to ridicule is my astonishment I If 
the poor beasts groaned under the heavy weight 
they had to drag, well might their conductors 
under their cumbrous appointments. Although 
the practice on reflection occasioned very dif- 
ferent feelings, yet at the moment it was im» 
possible to repress a laugh. How comes it 
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about, that no one corrects such evident ab- 
surdities, jnd sets a better example ? All suffef 
by it. General ignorance is the only apology 
for it£ T continuance. I know from experience 
the difficulty of dissuading an Irishman — yet 
laughing at him has never failed to carry the 
point of laying aside hi^trusty . 

I was led to hope we were now approaching 
a country where we should be gratified with 
the sight of some good farming. Meath and 
West Meath are considered to be among the 
best cultivated counties in Ireland. Limestone 
gravel pervades the greater part of both, and is 
a valuable application to the soil, which is of a 
strong nature. Clayey soils are capable of being 
made very productive by capital^ but suit not 
the little farmer in needy circumstances. 

r 

1 

I have found much difficulty in comprehend* 
ing what I hear of the produce per acre. It is 
stated by the barrel of one hundred weight, and is 
certainly the most accurate mode of ascertain- 
ing the value of a crop of grain. The pro- 
duce of the land is here generally below what it 
ought to be under a good system of manage- 
ment ; but when insufficient labor and manure 
bestowed upon it are taken into consideration, 
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it is considerable. Very little grain remains 
uncut ; so early a harvest has not occurred for 
many years* 

The farms are said to be larger here than in 
most districts. All the farming operations, 
however* appeared to be* executed in a slovenly 
manner, especially those of stacking and sowing 
file crops, which must* subject the tenants to 
very serious loss. The rent of the land is from 
two tg three pounds per acre. The fences* 
which are mostly naked banks without thorns 
or furze, are very insufficient. The Irish cat 
seems to be almost the only vehicle in use > and 
while the cabins composed of clay have a most 
miserable appearance, the high price of fuel 

* 

contributes greatly to the hardships of their 
wretched occupiers. Women and children 
were observed to be employed in pulling up 
weeds, and drying them for firing; they 
are glad to collect stubble^ or any thing else 
that may create a momentary warmth. Let 
the luxuriance of the soil be ever so great, it 
affords no counterpoise in favor of the cottier, 
againtt the benumbing effects of cold. Here 
population is not entirely in the ratio of food 
only — but in that of food and fuel. 

« 

We visited a cabin in the neighbourhood of 

YQL.JI* * u 
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Navan, about four o'clock ar\d foumi the family 
at diqner. The part; consisted of a jnpRjJm 
wife, and seven children. Potatoes, their Am\$ 
fare, were served in a wooden bowl on a stool j 
the, elder children ate with their ;p*?fiPfefc if he 
younger feasted out of an iron pot on the 3ow* 
Appetite seemed to give a relish to the, food, 
while a sroall jug of butter-milk was. reserved 
to crown and complete the repast. In repjjjr 
to some inquiries I made as to his wages, the 
poor fellow observed, " Our fare is well eflpugb, 
and satisfies us all ; my only concern j& that J 
capnot earn sufficient to cover the iwkeda&s «f 
these poor children ; could I clothe them, \ 
should be happy P* The whole family, it js> ttue, 
was indeed in a most ragged GQndiUo&t-hpJty it 
should; be so ! It is not i? appearance QflJy they 
suffer, J)ut real misery must be endured by 
each individual; from th$ sevQrjty of epld. 3y 

the aid of his pjjg f ^iaid'^h8t'i)Wii^.jthp f (d^ 
drep could collect irQip the roa&.he'was an* 
nually enabled to plant ftbout a apod pf pot 
tatoes, fqr which be paid after the r*te of fivfc 
pounds an apre for the land j but. when m*r 
nure is furqished by the l^n4Jofd> &e J»*rt iff 
ftoublef i . . 

The hopeless despondency which seemed to 
pervade the hearts of this pppr fanjjly, $p qfce in 
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fliosf eaipb*tic 9 tfcougb pjaMfql language, to our 
4eeHags~-:defcpIy is their Jot to be lamented, 
4tf*d thje mwfc^sjt nfi§€lt OTt.of circumstances 
Abey bavie wither i^H^yfepopirrwt, . nar. jkwgt 
Jo £OBirol r 4od which, tbflre, j* little Jeasfon to 
bope ^an bb eftsi^y jep&e^li^. : 

. r I 

1 ... 

It , baa been; the fashion to impute all eytf to 
the state* and to look |iir all good from .that 
source. Doubtless there is much to condemn 
in 4ijer miafqkfffi policy by which this country 
Jras been so long governed; yet, a great part 
of the evils so justly ^complained of, spring from 
the? encouragement given by the proprietors to 
the increase of an excessive population, in par- 
celling out their estates into such small allot- 
ments. The facility of procuring food does not, 
ultimately, here prove to be a blessing ; if any 
means could be demised for checking this ex- 
traordinary advance of the population in Ire- 
land, it would be highly beneficial ; but how 
and when this check is to be made to operate 
seems a difficult problem. In almost every dis- 
trict, the cabins seem to be multiplying ; the 
necessary consequence of increasing inhabit- 
ants j the evil is thus hourly becoming greater, 
and daily less remediable. Any hasty innova- 
tion would involve in so much misery a great 
part of the laborious orders, and bring so much 

m 2 
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embarrassment on their superiors, that I almost 
despair of seeing any general substantial me- 
lioration afforded to the former, because I can- 
not perceive any advantage likely to be derived 
by the latter j few of whom could command 
capital sufficient to consolidate their estates 
into such farms as would tempt parties with 
competent means to become their tenants, were 
there no other difficulty to be surmounted. 

It is truly grievous to contemplate ages of 
suffering to the richest and most productive 
part of the empire. Adieu. » 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Ardbracken, Sept. 25, 181S. 

I 
I 

A LEISURE moment this evening affords me 
a second opportunity of addressing you to-day. 
The pleasure I experienced on the renewal of 
my acquaintance with the amiable and estimable 
residents in this mansion, was heightened by 
the kind reception and welcome we received— 
and I could not but gratefully feel and ex* 
press how much I had become their debtor for 
being the primary cause of my pleasurable visit 
to Ireland; from which I had derived such 
gratification as called forth my warmest ac- 
knowledgments. Admirers of Ireland them* 
selves, they cordially partook of the sentiments 
felt and expressed by my friend and myself. 

Ardbracken is a modern edifice, erected by 
the former Bishop on a plan of the late Dr. 
Beaufort ; which unites much internal comfort 
with great external beauty and simple ele- 
gance, well designed and appropriated for the 
residence of so considerable a dignitary of the 
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church. The grounds are laid out with great 
taste, and the luxuriant growth of the trees and 
shrubs affords incontestable evidence of the 
fertility of the soil. The after-math was equal 
to any production of the kind I ever beheld : 
the meadow in the front of the house, which I 
particularly admired, had been for a succession 
of years annually cut for hay. 

It is a practice ill iriany parts of Irfeland to 
let land in con-acres ; when held under this de- 
nomination* the tenants, as I observed in a for- 
mer letter, are under no control as to the mode 
of cropping or treatment of their farms. In 
these cases the tents are always high, extending 
from eight to ten. pounds the acre. Reasoning 
from the experience acquired in Englabd, one 
might feariessly pronounce that such practices 
as this system not only permits, but encourages, 
must be destructive to the land. This, how- 
ever, is not herb the case ; for a little rest re* 
stores it to its pristine fertility and friability; ahd 
enables it to receive all the meliorating influ- 
ences of the atfriospherfc. In this circumstance 
appears an essential difference between the soils 
o£ England and Ireland. 

» > 

Thtee contractors for coti*acres fcaturaUy avail 
themselves of the gteatest possible benefit they 
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tan derive from the land, wholly regardless of 
all fliture consequences. 

I had great difficulty in believing that so ex* 
traordtaary a tenure could be. practically ad- 
mitted ; but I have heard so many instances 
Of it, that I cannot doubt the feet, though it 
inilitates against all experience. 

The Bishop of Meath has been a warm and 
zealous friend to agriculture : some years ago 
he was a great tillage farmer, as well as an ex* 
tensive bpe-eder of the long horned cattle. The 
disturbed state of the country! and his sub* 
sequent absence, induced his Lordship te re- 
linquish his form : his return may, I hope, re* 
novate the Agricultural Society which formerly 
existed, and again encourage a spirit for farm- 
ing and rural improvements. 

The attention paid by his Lordship to the 
comfort* of the cottiers is highly pleasing ; to 
each oabin is attached an aore of meadow, half 
an acre for the growth of potatoes, and an 
acre for grazing a cow, equal to three English 
acres : the rent of the whole, including the 
cabin, is no more than four pounds fifteen 
shilling*. The wages in the six summer months 
is one shilling, in the winter months ten pencfe 
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a day. The earnings of a laborer for the twelve 
months amount to about sixteen guineas, which, 
with his profit from the land in his occupation, 
worth about four pounds, give him an interne 
of about twenty guineas a year ; and few Irish 
laborers are so comfortably situated. At task 
work, the earnings are after the rate : of ten 
shillings and sixpence for cutting aa sere 
of oats, and five shillings for mowing an acre 
of meadow. Those who are so fortunate as to 
occupy such tenements, and have constant 
work, consider themselves as being highly blessed 
and successful. The attention paid in collecting 
what soil may be obtained from the public 
roads, shows the value set on manure for 
the potato? crop. The fences, generally 
speaking, are very bad ; care alone is necessary 
to make them excellent, as the white thorn 
may be produced in the highest perfection. 

Some persons who are pleased to amuse 
themselves, repeat an observation, that has-been 
attributed to Dr. Coventry, of whom it may 
justly be said that there is no one better, if there 
be any one equally skilled, in all matters appeiv 
tainiqg to husbandry ; that he judged of the 
fertility, luxuriance, and value of a soil, by the 
size and strength of the ragwort. If this be 
admitted as a fair criterion, the soil of tke 
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county of Meath is entitled to rank high 
indeed in point of excellence. 

We drove this morning to Beau-park, ten 
miles on the southern bank of the Boyne, to 
visit Mr. Lambert The situation is beautiful $ 
the rocks and wood on the banks of the river 
highly romantic, with a termination of the pro* 
spect by a full view of Slane's Castle. Mr. 
Lambert is a very spirited farmer j from his in- 
timate acquaintance with Holkham, he has had 
opportunities of becoming fully convinced of 
the benefits resulting from good management. 
The, soil on which he has to operate is m 
general good, and well adapted to the turnip 
husbandry ; though the quantity of land under 
green crops, when compared with the. stock on 
the farm, appeared to me insufficient. The 
farming offices are commodious; the stack- 
yard did great credit to the husbandmen. In 
no situation can an example of good {arming 
be more required ; as much of this rich district 
is most miserably cultivated and overrun with 
weeds. 

Navan is a neat little town, and, within these 
few years, has become a considerable market 
for grain, in consequence of the facility given 
to the transportation of it, by the canal to 
Progheda. To the spirited exertions of one 
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ihdfridbal? Mt . Mititfaew Codd, the country is 
highly indebted , this gentleman ( is largely 
concerned in the distilleries of Drogheda, and 
ha$ nflt only greatly contributed towards pro- 
moting' the. com trade at Navan, but has set 
the neighbourhood a good example in the 
manageiftetat of a farm he occupies, and the 
use of the Scotch cart, which he has the merit 
of introducing. 
i. . > » ' 
i . I am not disposed to quarrel with the fanner 
for .being slow in adopting the practices of 
gentlemen agriculturists. They, no doubt, apply 
to others, what has often been said to rayscl£ 
that I " might do what I liked," meaning, I 
suppose, that I might play the fool without 
incurring the penalty attached to my folly; 
as the expense which would not be seriously 
felt in my case, might be ruinous to others* 
This is fair reasoning; it is indispensably 
necessary that farmers should have convincing 
proof of die value of experiments by gentle- 
men, before they embark in them; but the 
success of intelligent persons in their own line 
will naturally have due weight on their minds, 
and tend to remove their inveterate prejudices 
against every new species of improvement, how* 
ever advantageous. Adieu. 

«!• \J+ K*P 
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Ardtaracken, Sept. 26, 1819. 

I 

jL HE episcopal chapel is at a short distance 
from the palace ; the church, though small, is 
neat, the congregation by no means numerous. 
The duty on Suftdays does not commence till 
twelve o'clock, which precludes ail evening 
service in winter. A disposition to late houri 
seems to pervade all ranks in Ireland: the 
value of time is known only to those who are 
fully occupied. 

The disorders which had so long prevailed iri 
the established church had been a source of 
regret to its friends ;— the obstacles to a correct 
tion of them, many and powerful. Notwith- 
standing the odium and unpopularity attending 
the attempt, the Bishop of Meath has, in his 
diocese, done much towards a reform. Above 
tfeirty churches and parsonage houses have beert 
in»it and repaired. The strict regularity with 
which residence has been enforced, has ob- 
tained hife Lordship the approbation of evef y 
1 
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candid individual* Whether it may have the 
effect of promoting the cause of protestantism 
is doubtful ; but that it will remove a stigma 
from the establishment cannot be questioned. 

After service we visited a charter school. 
These institutions were established by an act 
of the Irish Parliament, in 1733, for the in- 
struction of the children of popish and other 
poor persons, in the English language, and, for 
a time, were employed as a political instrument 
for the conversion of the catholics. In 1 775, 
the board, under whose direction they were 
regulated, resolved to admit none but catholic 
children : experience soon proved the inefikacy 
of this determination, and in 1803 it was re- 
scinded. The board became ashamed of the 
means resorted to for making proselytes ; and 
the execrations attending their efforts excited 
a general aversion and dislike to these charter 
schools, which are not considered as seminaries 
for instruction, but as traps for making pro* 
testants, by practising on the poverty of 
parents, who, tempted by the maintenance of 
their children, connive at their being brought up 
in an adverse religious persuasion. According 
to the principle on which these establishments 
were founded, poor persons' children were to 
be educated without being required to sub- 

6 
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scribe to the doctrines of the established 
church; for, supported as they are out of the 
public funds, they ought to be open to all 
classes, instead of being monopolized by a 
seventh part of the community. • 

The children are comfortably loged, well 
taken care of, and considerable attention is 
bestowed on their instruction. The neighbour* 
ing gentlemen act as visitors ; and every Sunday 
a minute is made of the condition of the school 
and improvement of the scholars for the in- 
spection of the board. On some occasions, 
the official inspector and the visitors have dis- 
agreed j and on the board supporting the party 
of its own appointment, the visitors have 
seceded, and abandoned the school to the 
direction of the inspector. The boys read 
tolerably well under the old method of teaching; 
in favor of which 1 the inspector is so pre- 
possessed, that he assured me he did not 
believe that the old system is capable of 
improvement. It is scarcely to be credited 
that any individual, holding such a station in 
life, could be so totally unacquainted with 
what is passing in the world, and which has 
excited so much inquiry in his own particular 
vocation. 

The revenue of these charter schools, arising 
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fifflinftafrUc grants and private legacies, amounts 
4o above thirty thousand pounds per annum: 
great abuses are suspected to ha v,e taken place 
« ^the itdmipistration of these ibnds, which 
have not in all cases, perhaps, been corrected* 
The number of children educated is calculated 



At tvyo thousand, at an expense .' of fourteen 
pounds each. 

r • • 

1 

r 

Schools in most of the great towns ace ejrtar 
flblishing on the systems of Dr. Bell , or Mr. 
-Lancaster ; and as the gospel is now put into 
£be hands of bo large .a portion of the rising 
-generation, this diffusion of knowledge muat 
<be attended with the happiest effect^. The 
universal principles of charity and forbearance, 
so conspicuous in the doctrines of the Redeemer 
<of mankind, cannot fail to make ah impression, 
*nd to soften down those asperities so repugnant 
to the professions . of the Christian religion. 
Should the catholic be happily induced to wave 
-his disinclination to the instruction of his 
-children in the English Old and New Testament, 
it would, in my opinion, remove one of the most 
formidable of the objections to cathaJicisjn-T- 
that of keeping the people .of that purisuasion 
id a state of utter darkness and Jamentable 
ignorance. The advantages of education, -not 
long ago were forcibly impressed on my con- 
#ideraiion by a. poor Irishman, whom I ~was 
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admonishing, in consequence of his getting 
into a riot from intoxication. " Very true, Sir, 
I am much to blame, but perhaps more to be 
pitied; education has given you, Sir, the 
power of controlling your passions ; the want of 
it makes me a slave to mine/' 

Within the last twenty years, more extra- 
QvAinary events have been* crowded tpgethor 
than the civilized world r«rcer before, witnessed* 
Great as iiave been the ^political ravoluAiAnft 
of states, they bear, no comparison to ,tfe& 
chaages.,. reasonably to be anticipated in Abe 
motal condition of society in cx^ecjueuce of 
the diflmwm of-kooadedge, ,now.so lapidty 
extending over the face of the habitable part 
6f ihe universe. Mm will too longer: remain 
ignorant of the unerring principles of truth 
and ^natural religion ; these will teach bim hfe 
indispensable duty to his God j while .by thft 
GospeL and Sacred Writings, he will become 
well-educated in his social duty and obligation* 
to his fellow creatures. The diatinguifhfid 
lead which: Britain, has taken .in this glorious 
work will immortalize her. name, whin all her 
victories shall be forgotten. 

I purpose writing again before we leave 
this hospitable roof; till when, adieu. 

«!• v/» V/* 



176 



LETTER LI. 

I ■ ■ ■ 

Arfibracken, Sept. 27, 1813. 

wV E paid a visit this morning to Somerville, 
the seat of Sir Marcus Somerville, about nine 
miles from this place. Some very fine old 
timber adds greatly to the respectability and 
consequence of the house; the situation of 
which is high and commanding, and the soil 
well calculated for the turnip husbandry. 

The farming offices in this neighbourhood 
are more extensive than any we had before 
observed. The farmers were busily employed 
in stacking their grain, and in wheat sowing on 
their fallows. It is not uncommon here to have 
seven crops of oats in succession ; instances 
are reported of lands being thus employed for 
twenty years without interruption j and what 
renders this fact still more remarkable, the 
latter crops are said to have been productive 
and profitable. Old grass lands are considered 
equal to the growth of potatoes without manure, 
and to the production of four or five crops of 



r 
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Benevolence of the Bishop of Meath . l Tl 

oats afterwards. A gentleman, who occupies 
a considerable farm in the neighbourhood, 
amused me by stating that be had already taken 
from his land five or six white crops ; — that he 
thought, of doing something by way of me- 
lioration to the soil, apd was disposed to sow 
the next crop of oats with clover as preparative 
to manuring it; which, I afterwards under- 
stood, was to be effected by a dressing of hot 
lime. Fortunate indeed are the proprietors 
and occupiers of soils capable of sustaining 
a system of such exhaustion. The common 
rotation of cropping is wheat, oats, fallow, 
potatoes, clover, all without the application of 
any manure! 

The Bishop of Meath's domain contains 
some excellent land ; the farms are small, and 
principally let in con-acres by the year, at a 
rent of eight pounds per annum. The atten* 
tion plaid to the comforts of the lower orders 
surrounding the palace does great credit to 
the feelings and humanity of his Lordship. 
Greatly is the possessor of wealth to be pitied 
whose pursuits are exclusively directed to the 
search after gratifications of a sensual descrip* 
tion. To confer and promote the happiness of 
others, is to a benevolent mind the most en- 
viable • prerogative of riches. The warmth 

vol. II. N 
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which fcmatiates from the sun givea an animal 
tion b K «B created beltigsi tar which every eye 
Jtixuriifefc ! : Ofaiititde for kfodftesses received 
6foi\teyi t* the he&rt of him who bestows a 
substantia} self gratulation which the sensualist 
has iitf power to conceive or means to prcii 
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- It Would be difficult to placfe a princely re-* 
Venue under the administration of a philan- 
thropist who, in its judicious disposal, would 
display greater benevolence and urbanity tbats 
the Bishop ef Meath ! ' Ift this tribute to die 
amiable qualities of my friend, I make no 
sacrifice of my sincerity to his excellence and 
worth ! yet there are points on which I have 
the misfortune to dhfeent mtet dedid^dly frdm 
him ; cbut in doing so I sun willing to dd full justice 
to his conscientious notions; and am ready to 
admit, that such wonderful circumstances have 
taken place in modern times, as should induce 
the most confident to entertain great doubts on 
any national Speculative question. 

• 

The practice of this house is highly becoming 
titje sabr&d office executed under its roof. 
Prayers are read by his Lordship morning, and 
evening so entirely without affectation, and 
with so proper a regard to what is fit and 



Infto<k<ti<m t$\ Mr: E4gwx*rtfu I ?9 

right to be done, that tbb service owofmat be 
attended without inspiring an earnest; desfirfc 
that the custom . prevailed in., wery fftriiily; 
The time occupied ifc.not of ,&uch. duration ad 
to interfere either! with the pleasure or business 
of the, heads of the house,] or the duty of their 
dependants and servahts. . , J. . wt ! ; 



1 '; 



. We were so fortunate as to meefr with Mrs* 
Ruxton, sister to Mr. Edgeworth, who, learning 
our route, and justly anticipating the wish we 
ttust naturally have for an opportunity of pay- 
i»g our. Qwnpitoen* to » ftmily ao highly re. 
apected* kindly ftvored us with an introduc- 
tion* . 7v 

* » 

However strange it may appear, the?e are 
persons in Ireland much disposed to find fault 
with Miss Edgeworth for exposing the foibles 
of her countrymen* They affect to consider this 
as a want of due partiality to her native land. 
Ridicule in general i? the most powerful and 
successful rod for the correction of folly : some* 
times it succeeds where the; soundest reasoning 
and most pensuteive admonition* would be treat- 
ed with indifference. The judgment must to 
greatly peryerted indeed which is r not alive tQ 
the warm and generous sympathy that dictates 
all thp effiisfcns of Miss Edgeworth's pen. 

n 2 
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The public in modem times hai? been powers 
fully influenced and acted on by a low species 
of humor— political caricatures; which hare 
had ah operation beyond what the most per* 
suasive representation of the same subject 
could have produced. As far as I toay be per- 
mitted to judge, I should vouch fi)r the traits 
of Irish character to be no less correctly, than 
ably, and without' exaggeration, drawn by the 
band of Miss Edgeworth. 

* ■ * ... 

I cannot help considering the Irish and the* 
soil as bearing a great affinity to each other; 
The natural luxuriance of each is productive 
of much unprofitable exuberance, which due 
cultivation would restrain, and render useful 
and excellent to both. 

I have hitherto studiously avoided noticing 
any of the occurrences connected with the 
Rebellion. All parties have so much reason for 
regret that every reference to so painful a sub- 
ject must occasion the most distressing recol- 
lections. When the passions of men become 
heated, and power exempted from respon- 
sibility is placed in their hands, too often they 
act without regard to humanity. The instant, 
the protection of the law was withdrawn* the 
character of the nation suffered an important 
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chan&e* PeBOcity ©n one sidfe ^soon produced 
revenge' cm ; the other. Though every thing at 
present Has a tranquil appearance, lite saint 
is not, I fear, accompanied with any ocm-> 
fidence in its permanence* Every idle rumor 
spreads widely, and indicates' an apprehension 
that revolt may' again produce its devastating' 
effects. We wire perpetually questioned as to 
the state and disposition in which we had found 
the country. Can a state be said to be assured 
of its security, where the inhabitants generally, 
are discontented and miserable ? With a mo- 
derate distribution of the necessaries of life, 
the aggregate of mankind, who do not reason 
deeply, would be disposed to be content This 
assumption is particularly applicable to Ireland; 
where die bulk of the people look little beyond 
the present moment ; for, until their sufferings 
become insupportable, their eyes are shut 
against them ; but where real grievances exist, 
which are supposed to be remediable by the 
government only, there will naturally be created 
a disposition to receive, right or wrong, every 
injurious impression, and to impute the cause 
and origin of all the ills endured, to the ad- 
inihist* ation of state affairs. The mutual pre- 
judices of both persuasions sanction the idle 
and malicious tales of each ; and while th$ 
otengeipan accuses the catholic of a design to 
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destroy him and the wide race <*f protestaatfe, 
the catholic dreidefirfc and ixtertoiaation from 
the orangemfttn T<hr btome impittaWt to such 
cooduct' ought, n<tt to be equally dttfidfed- . The 
igmouancfeVof tb# catkotic affords some excdsfe 
for; his!itqpHcrt reliance oh preposterous ca* 
lyrimies,; but the saaieapol ogy cannot bb 
offered fat tb^ A»»ngwmn^ m whose coifr* 
hronity . ,af e> 4tf -JMv/foiiiid , : edu^af iofe* liberality t 
tank, and tfWl^e^ ^iiBf^fceut to the imculcatiob 
pf -very different i«btiitoeiit^ and to the dta* 
suotiwi 'ftofr ajl ;uneh4ritalble fcote or opttiioesu 
Proofs in abundance aate not waiwbihg that kind 
and ironsides &e , tre?tmeht> alone* ifmired se« 
curity to Ireland, in .the midst of ill the horrors 
of the late cfail *fe?.r ; yet are thert those who 
reprobate this Conduct of Lord CorriwalUs, aad 
tax bis adnoinistilitiofi with imbecility, a&d fi>Uy> 
for. having saved their country by his [humanity 
and forbearance. 

: ' . • • 

\ 

As far as tve were enabled to form my jucjg- 
ment, the people generally appeared disposed 
to be quiet A hew confederacy, hofcvever, has 
unhappily arisen in West Meath ; the misguided 
associates of which are distinguished by the 
denomination of, carders, from an instrument 
used in flax dressing, called a card ; with which 
individual* who may be so unfortunate as to 
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fall under their displeasure are punished. 
This association originated in the neighbour- 
hood of Mullingar, in consequence of the priests 
raising their fees for confessions, masses, &c. 
Whatever at the commencement might be the 
ostensible cause fw complaint, it soon became 
the means of gratifying private malice. Those 
who GQWpfed hm&dzd the resefttatent .of the 
Gwdw, And much cruelty ha* in various in-, 
ajta&ee? feeea inflicted. The aligned m^e foe 
these outrage deraoftttatf&s the declining in* 
fluence of the priests j who, I really believe, 
hftM wefeht only a* they corfonh to the ge- 
neral predomiaunt &pUng *f the peQpfo, *od 
that their voice becomes very unimportant «r bed 
thqy joppoise w$b disposition* . 



Adieu: we start to-morrow for I>ord Farn- 
luun's ; and the Bishop sets out at die same 
time 0^ * visit of ooofir roation to the southern 
pert of fci$ diocese, 

o* vr#«fcrt. 
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Cavan, Sept. 28, 1813. 

t * • 

w * # • - * • 

XULLY impressed with the truth of the maxim 
that " he who gains time gains every thing,'' we 
have constantly set out early ; and this morning 
we were in the carriage before five* 

* * ■ * * 

This practice not only facilitates a long jour- 
ney, but, where a remote point is to be reached, 
the traveller is enabled to avoid those accidents 
which frequently occur in journeys by night. 

The five miles to Kells took us through a 
rich country, almost entirely devoted to the pro- 
duction of corn. We passed Lord Headfbrt's 
place, which is most legibly marked with the 
ruinous effects of absenteeship : — it was not 
necessary to be told that the estate was deserted 
by its owner. The plantations are extensive* 
and in a thriving condition. 

* Kells is a neat little town ; the approach to it 
very handsome. At the southern extremity of 
the church-yard is a fine round tower. The 
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i 

* i 

cabins bear painf&l testimony of the poverty of 
the inhabitants, which is here increased by the 
scarcity and consequent price of fiieL The 
Archdeacon's residence, at a short distance from 
the town, appears to be a charming spot. ' ' 

In the tefn miles to Virginia a material change 
takes place in the soil, from a deep loam to a 
sharp gravel, on which the crops of grain ap- 
pear to have been but indifferent. Lough 
Vernes is a large piece of water, in which there 
are a few scattered islands ; the southern shore 
is bold, but it has no decided beauty. Virginia, 
in itself*, is but a poor place ; and its surround- 
ing neighbourhood indicates the same wretched- 
ness. Some grain still remained uncut, whilst 
that which was stacked was so ill secured that 
great loss must be unavoidable. 

When it is understood that the rent of the 
land is from twenty shillings to forty shillings 
an acre, it is difficult to account for such un- 
pardonable neglect. The public carriers have 
mostly adopted the Scotch cart, but the fanners 
continue the use of the Irish car. In several 
instances we observed the wheat sown on the 
surface, and turned in with the plough ;< in 
others, a portion of the land was left unploughed* 
and this was thrown over the sown stitch with 
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the fihpyeL; 4 : ;ThiS"pra$#ef ; a^y , bfl, jKatoatye 
yj^r^tlpp spa. &jshaljl*¥i> ?s it afford? jfee wed .«, 

ajt the cagty^ptippe ®f tp#my *b#Hflg«tj«l sere, 

» r 

As we left Virginia we met the catholic 
Bishop «£ iMeatb <*»iin# into the Jqwm *nd 
j*otwitbpt«ndi#g the ro^ Wis e*tre#jejy wet a#d 
dirty* every catibpH^ ; pf either sefc, b$nt the 
knee* and ipoplorfld bis Wessi^g, He <<w*s goipg 
to coate€tote a chap4 w *he nejgl^urbocd, 
aad was to confirm aftferw&rdp the nuiobers we 
wet m the road to a[tt«od him. 

■ 

- We bad thirteen tniles to. Cavan : the first 
part of the road was mountainous the soil poor* 
and very ill cultivated. Lord Farnham has 
here a park, containing some hundred acres* in 
the wildest part of the country: it does not 
possess a tree or any other shelter for the deer. 
Were this country well planted, it* would have 
a very different appearance- The .fences are 
miserable, and every abject proclaims the po* 
,verty of the inhabitants* . . 

We overtook a Methodist preacher mho is 
settled at Bolen, a small; village about mid-way 
to Cavan. Mr. Cummins, the landlord, has re- 
built* considerable part oC.the. place, and; the 
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inhabitant* rare in debt #> this geflttennua for the 
erection of a Methodist chapel. The officiating 
minister complained of the indocility of the ca- 
tholics* and the [Violence used by their priests 
towards aueb aa attempted to attgpd hi* meeting* 
H* btetodj atyeml j wtaiHftp in which fchft pri&tq 
hadfiKftftiifeife; btoftfci f»f the purport of dfe* 
persingifi>crcathoHC8)^«i )us <&ajtel* I know 
from ; tesptoietiite bato jratfiy ivmomiGf Urn d&* 
$crip£ftm ate tbd^ail ihwrtelvw #f theory of 

t>€^eci^h:9j^^ttitb9tt^ : yet troy -htfMtt afe 
tempt : to improve ; ih#; jworalfl, 4n&-^erwJB* 
benefit ;6nai]ubd^ <isj torfeiitiy highly wamnjandr 
able* , . i '. : - r -j^ .I)-;i M 'i ,i j"o v-" : .' v : 

» j : j : . • : . „ . i • f ( > J i . . » • . . . i > i , > 

\Vrbetbex,more evjl & fpod has arisen to th$ 
ccMfqwpity 4ixva the introduction of Methodism 
luknits -of doubt* From what I have seen of 
these sectaries, I am not prepossessed in their 
favor, and candidly acknowledge I wish any 
acceptable means could be devised to lessen 
their influence, and bring back the people to a 
doe respect fox the established church. In 
many instances a want of rotfnv prevents the 
common people from attending public worship. 
In modern towns, i^wK^ld be highly beneficial 
to 'the .cawse of sdig&n, cofdd government 
afford aid in, prociiring .sHtiqgi for the lower 
orders^ by. appwjwiatipg fyr their ^ccommoda- 
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tion a part of what is given in augmentation of 
small livings. 

Every proprietor seems ambitious to have a 
town on his estate. I cannot but question the 
policy as well as propriety of collecting number* 
of people together, in places which afibcd no 
present employment, and offer no facilities fbi; 
the establishment of manirfhctories 011 a future 
occasion. A very few individuals are sufficient 
for all the present purposes of agriculture ; and 
where there is no trade, every supernumerary 
must become a dead weight on the industry of 
those who are occupied. Such improvements 
can alone be valuable, which increase the em- 
ployment of the working classes, aftd will be 
immediately or prospectively beneficial to those 
who thus spiritedly embark their time and ca* 
pital. 

As we approached Cavan the country im- 
proved: those delightful undulations which 
contribute so much to the beauty of Irish 
landscape were here very prominent features. 

Cavan is a small, neat town ; and from the 
number of new buildings, seems to be in a state 
6f progressive improvement. The church is 
repairing, and a large and convenient gaol has 
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lately been built, - the internal regulations of 
which do great credit to the magistrates. The 
prisoners (who are not numerous) have theit 
cells both heated and ventilated, with ever; 
comfort 'consistent, witih their security. The 
Dispensary is on an aidmirable plan, and affords 
extensive relief: as the expenditure isannually 
published,* it would not: be much additional 
trouble to state also the different maladies 
under which the patients are admitted. Such 
records aflbrd data for tracing the rise and pro* 
gress of disorders, and facilitate the means of 
prevention. 

• ,i » 

* r 

' * t 

Tkt renttrf land round Cavan is high— from 
four to seven pounds jwr acre ; and the tithes 
are ih proportion. Agistment tithe being extin* 
guished, the great proprietor and substantial 
farmer, whose principal returns are from graz* 
ing, do not feel the pressure of tithes like the 
small needy occupier, whose lands are chiefly 
under the plough, and on whom the tithes fall 
particularly heavy. It is however contended, 
that the land is hired with reference to this 
burden, and the rent is in proportion. In great 
farms this is unavoidably the case ; but not so 
in small holdings, where the competition for 
them is so great as to outweigh all prudentud 
considerations. 



t*> Little Hope tfeG<mtoqt<tti&of Tithes. 

The pitoprietdr ,of > attentive itetfrtesbfafts i&%\& 
interest in effecting! *( commutation qL tithes: 
the value bf his land would not be mttob. im* 
proved* or, at least in no ^proportion, tcf thfe ctior* 
pgrtfeatioa which would be demanded by the 
ebureh (• (besides which> • as : the church m At 
only remaining source .of patronage* the: higher 
huriftiteok up to it as a {hkranioit fqfc drib or 
morelof; their descendant^ and are silealfy by 
jio, itieatfa displeased atthe gfowiiftig increase iof 
its revenues* Much aa the people idly < be : <fe* 
•irous of an abolition or commutation of tithe?, 
and greatly as such a measure would contribute 
to tranquillise the country, there does not ap- 
pear any reason to hope that so (fcsHabfe an 
improvement wilUpeedtJy be adopted f !, ;. 
. The approach to Farahsm Js d^Ji^hl#4; in 
toy next I shall endeavor tp bring you atfqtfcfot* 
ed with some of its. various beauties Adieu. 

J. C« G. 
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JP ROM Cavan we proceeded two miles through 
4 delightful country, the surfhce of which waf 
studded rby aa endless variety of small hills; 
The peatril of Mr, Gilpin could scarcely im- 
prove the beautiful rotundity of their forms* 
accompanied by extensive, noble woods. The 
fences were extremely good, and well furnished 
with timber trees* The soil appeared to be 
very rich, as it was clothed with most luxuriant 
verdure $ and such were the charms of the sur- 
rounding country as to leave little for the eye 
to desire. 

The domain at Farnham is richly ornamented 
with a profusion of fine timber, and possesses 
greater diversity of character than is commonly 
met with. The neatness and apparent comfort 
of the Cottages, at the entrance of the grounds, 
correspond with the magnificence of the place, 
and proclaim that its dependants share in the 
blessings of its affluence. Nothing is more 
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prepossessing than the appearance of happiness 
widely diffused around the seat of opulence 
and grandeur; it predisposes the mind to 
regard every thing in the most favorable point 
of view, and to pay homage, by anticipation, 
to those perfections of our nature that command 
respect and ensure esteem. 

, The house is a large modern building, in 
which comfort and utility have been studied 
more than external magnificence; it stands 
high, and commands at a distance an interesting 
view of the Varied line of summit, which is 
singularly beautiful. The rich though soft 
features of the landscape immediately sur- 
rounding the house, are of a completely op- 
posite character to the distant prospect . from 
the higher grounds ; where a bold Alpine chaiii 
terminates the view, in which beauty and 
grandeur conspire to make it impressive. Twd 
most picturesque sheets of water, with bold, 
wooded banks, contribute their ornamental 
effect to this romantic combination of scenery; 
In the midst of the profuse variety of character 
of which Farnham has to boast, it is extremely 
pleasing at every step to observe, that art is 
every were judiciously made, subservient to 
nature. The various roads through this domain 
are kept in perfect order, and afford a pleasur- 
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4ble access to every part of it Nature has 
done too much to leave any thing for human 
ability to add in point of decoration, unless it 
be in those few spots which possess no decisive 
character. 

From the lakes which form a part of Lough 
Erne, the banks rise very boldly, and are 
clothed with magnificent oak and beech j the 
latter are particularly large, several of the trees 
containing upwards of a hundred feet of timber* 
Over .he wLe of .he h™. p^™ i. 
dispersed a profusion of white thorns* standing 

singly, and of great size. 

< 

It is difficult to decide to which of the 
characters of this delightful place a just pre- 
ference is due; whether to the lake scenery, 
diversified by the boldness of its banks, and 
the beautiful indentation of its shores; or to 
the combination and variety of outline, from 
the gentle swell in the fore ground to a termi- 
nation in the lofty chain of distant Alpine 
mountains. I was so charmed with both, that 
I could scarce determine which most to admire. 
In the grounds above the house, there is a 
fascinating prospect of the hills and mountain 
boundary to the eastward, which is particularly 
worthy of notice j the effect of this view is like 

VOL. II. o 
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tfett 6ffb*£- shortenings <&MSts, 4h##ft«t dffc 
<tt*l pare in pafiulfag, which, ^hen w*U< tift* 
tctiMdy nev«¥ fails to eHrtWe Aie- Mmfraffaft 
The gft*&«ta&-6# intfceeWisy ffidttt thfrpoirifi 80 
happily preserved, and the beauty andgrStidtitt? 
so admirably blended, as mutually to assist each 
©tfcW? withoW a- p¥e^ri8»a*ce* ki eWaeiv tffet, 
Ithirik, I sttititf select thfe spof asking* Uhe 
ftfcst 'sfogular 'rftfd ptetuVefl^. 

VfJWfe thTftte is s$b mtaefc to <&m*ri»find»,* dtftf 
rcce^tfpWhtf^tfsSrt 6f plessiWe'ii*dfectermrig' 
sotite- petty fityftfi wWcS may g$e- fkStf of sitf* 
cerity, and that praise sfr justly eHeitgff is* 
not dictated by flattery. There are a few 
fttfmal damps' Covering the summits of setae 
of the- mosfi be*Miful hm,- wMc* dfc«#*»" aft>& 
destroy the effect of- thefcf teriniifiHabns ;' the*» 
$ could no* help wishing to se6 either partiaHy 
broken* or Whotty removed. 

Great as' are the attractions of ti&tutre asEatfn- 
ham, they do hot constitute the whole 1 of WhW 
is here entitled* W xMfc&im. At tli« dkffiaaee 
of three miles is the head Wiateitf of &e*gb> 
Erne. Here Lord Farnharri has a mtos« deSgh*. 
fot retreat", consisting of two rosfta'ntic isJan<te j- 
the largest containing upwards- of two himdVeyP 
acres, the other about half ihafc nmhtt. Tftfc 
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5tatfcee} of bofli ;te gW&tfy dfesifiied; their 
sfroreB bold arid' ; aft^fy " coverfed 1 witfr wood. 
13ie character of tfife part of the Lough bears 
* resfentftfahce to ttHagrttficerit 1 river sceinery;. 
&tfto an eminence dii oiie of tile l&kes, we had! 
i full fifeW' of the majestic iAoirttains forming 
tft6 bbandkry of Lotigh Eriie, which we had 1 
beforfe seen on our road to SKgo. The imme- 
diate prospect around us was very rich arid 
romantic j our former regret, on passing Lough 
Efrie Without Examination, Watf greatly in- 
dfeasfecf Ay tile' bdautiftil sjteciriieris now pre- 
texted of its nfuMftriotis attractions* 

6n t!ie isfettd Whfch We Visited dwells a 
eottag&, apparently eftjttying' good health ancf 
itappiriess, derived 1 froiri thefib^rality and kind- 
fiess of his noble benefactor. From Lady 
Farnharti's cottage at Killesharidra, th£ tfiew is 
very d'eli'ghtM tffte building is a' pleastog ob- 
ject, and Constructed With grea* taste and sim- 
plicity. This part tit the* dOUtttry boasts a 
pfbcfigfous variety df interesting' landscape, 
arid 5 WOilld afford am^te field for the pencil* of 
Aft rfrtfet. We Wfent f o vi<JW the House of one 
0f (toe keeper^, Which, duririg the' rebeifion, had 
fifeett attacked with & VieW of obtaining aritts. 
1W did riiari and* his fatnily were much re- 
jjpe'cted*, and it was not the intention of the 
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misguided assailants to ofler any violence* had 
their demand been complied! with. On eiv 
trance being refused, the infatuated being* 
fired into the house, and killed the poor man's 
daughter : she had been the first alarnoed, and 
bad approached the door. The keeper: and hi& 
son, undismayed, defended his dwelling, and it 
is believed that several of the infuriated party 
were killed. 

Whilst we cannot but condemn, it is impossi* 
ble not to have some feeling of pity for these 
misguided people, whose lawless conduct aug- 
mented, in a high degree, the calamities from 
which they vainly thus Bought alleviation. ( The 
friends to Ireland, those of humanity,, and 
every individual interested in the safety and 
prosperity of the empire, are itnperiopsly called 
on to inquire, whence arise the cause or causes 
creating this fatal propensity to outrage ? If 
permanent tranquillity be the object of govern* 
xnent, the sufferings from which these dis- 
orders spring ought to be ascertained and re- 
moved : that sufferings exist, and to a degree 
incompatible with the existence of rational 
beings in a free country, I verily believe, and 
am firmly of opinion the redress to which these 
miserable creatures are entitled, would soon 
tester* to their superiors the affection of a 
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community, who have yet to learn the value of 
social order, and the benefits derivable from the 
protection of the law. No people are more 
sensible of kindnesses bestowed, none more 
warm-hearted, brave, and generous, or more 
alive to neighbourly or domestic feeling ! Are 
not such people an honor to the state ? do they 
not claim its commiseration? and are they not 
entitled to the exertion of the best efforts, in 
some way or oilier, to relieve their present de- 
plorable condition ? Enlighten by instruction, 
admonish with consideration and temper, and 
they may be led by gratitude and affection ; but 
force and oppression, though persevered in for 
centuries, have not been able either tp subdue 
their spirit, or control their conduct Adieu* 

«K t/t v» 



19* 



; 



; > 



iM&FER im. 



tfartiham, Sept 90, MIS. 

JLiS iny.kst I ; attempted to give a ftktttffcfeififr 
of Abe $reat <atid diyeraified beauty? />f j&jp 
rdiorwirig : pfacev fciit Ahe powois of deMtf^rtian 
iace li«#ed^fclie meaaest refloats of ti# pfttfcsl 
4soip(ts8 4he fiftoet *loqua0t $etaite of jtto pop ip 
Conveying any tjiiaog Aikfe $ toosrect idea <of the 
beauty of a country; Most highly indeed hw# 
we been gratified with tibe immediate ami re- 
mote scenery of this extensive domain ; in quit- 
ting the ►consideration of it I shall proceed to 
describe other sources whence we have derived 
great pleasure, and which are more within the 
compass of my abilities to detail. 

Lord Farnham«has peculiar merit as a gra- 
zier and breeder of stock. The local beauty 
of this country principally consists in the un- 
dulation of its surface, which renders it more 
applicable to the rearing of cattle than to the 
production , of corn. The proportion of land 
under tillage, compared with the size of this 



lff*i£l$IM*. The entity ,^ ai ,a^w^ 
scftWfd j%- hay is projigiouf . ^wftrtte ,of Hire* 

ym&H&.mm m* fees? annually j*pwp, the 
**«&*# «f wbkh te *»*Hte :*«$• to/ w .the w»ar 
ne* .prjtfgM m 8*8i>fc ftpd is of ,a$ igqqd qm- 

fctyiafl ftoy. pfiod£«ed jn jflhejsottfh af England* 
feathjin golor #od o(&r. Oxen arexmstfy esou- 
jriffpft} » &e *!««*( Atofar $&age. Mjr, Webb* 
ri&jta$& ifl »(Wtiye pf £tffol](, e&d weH .verse* 
J»l**>b«^.flfaQ^cfp jc^i^iat county.. Tfee aodi 
of-fhe ( fowi as Bfew&i tjie pasture excelteqt, a$4 
$he vh&Je«*tends 0ve* 9*e tbousA&d six hut* 

£$d *c]te$, divided jin*o writable ejackiiisrej* 

jtftafe ftJtitifeiapfg attention to deajuflg would 
^e ,0* ^1^ a W*e ^ly appearance. A 
gra^Wg^tr«.^<*W*»^»-flO such a scale, canno.t 
te expend >to fee kepjt.so cjeao ,«pd rfreefrota 
weeds as .a««Are lip^c^d qne, ufitder the floagtamt 
operation of the plough, and a regular course 
Of cjflMping. The f&afeajn biged of long- 
•bftijaqd iqattlc is £9 fcjgh es^imatfoa j n evejjr 
potf.of 'bjejaad.. Though ne* an adfnifler, ;npjr an 
advocate for this breed, I must do his Lprdphjjp 
the justice to say, I never saw together so 
mfffl gftfld §pesitnea4. The Peyojaa.ako are 
fartmterly vmi a e^teftween ten.4M94 % 
ficws of -the. ea^mtry Juts jprodueed a gr$at jfti- 
frov<e»aeat. Several *f the «x#n &oia t&g 
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cross were complete in point of form— appeared 
to hare a great disposition to fatten, and, as far 
as I could judge, were likely to be very bene- 
ficial to the grazier. A cross between the De- 
von and Kerry cow had produced a remarkable 
animal : the breadth of its back, and the strength 
and firmness of its legs, make it resemble a 
giant's stool : I never saw greater value in less 
compass* His Lordship possesses several good 
bulls of the Devon breed, and the long-horned. 
Thoiigh I do not pretend to much critical 
knowledge in cattle, yet it was impossible not 
to be gratified by the sight of numerous fine 
animals of the different sorts. The Leicester 
flock was good ; and a trial is making of South- 
downs, of which a part had been furnished by 
Mr. Wynne: from the nature and quality of 
the pasture here, I think the South-down likely 
to merit a preference to the Leicester* 

Hie breed of draft-horses is excellent, ori* 
ually crossed from that of Flanders : they have 
great bone and strength, with remarkably good 
action, 

Td succeed in any pursuit, a certain portion 
of enthusiasm is requisite. Lord Farnham ifr 
himself an excellent judge of stock, and spares 
no expense or labor in rearing or attending to 
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them. The regularity and order conspicuous 
in the general arrangements of the farm are 
'highly pleasing, and reflect great credit on the 
judgment which directs and conducts the bu<* 
*iness : this is well worthy of attention, as this 
species of care and diligence are too frequently 
failing points in Ireland. The woods alone 
aflbrd constant work to about eighty persons. 
Baiiy returns are made of the mode in which 
each laborer is employed in his Lordship's se*, 
vice. 

Nothing can be more delighftd than to ob* 
serve the attention which is paid to the numer* 
ous individuals attached to this princely est* 
blishment. Too frequently in Ireland have we 
seen the proximity to wealth rather augment 
than * diminish the surrounding wretchedness. 
Where a perfect indifference to the miserable 
lot of the indigent prevails, their sufferings be- 
pome increased by the contrast perpetually 
presented to their view. A permission to be- 
hold the glorious presence of the sun, and yet 
be denied a participation in his genial warmth, 
♦would add grievously to the privation. Those 
of reflective minds who are led to compare 
their own condition with the lot of too many 
who surround them, must be convinced of the 
blessings conferred on a neighbourhood in 
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jphich a aobleio#upwis,e$Bended u}{p?otn?gf{g 
-objects of un^eitioqable vtilijy. Ffcfprthp 
individuals 4t Fowlwp witt whQw I qwv^en^ 
I had no doubt; they considered the .advantages 
they possessed in a proper point of jriew,, and 
were g^jtefuljy disposed towards #ey ftobJe,ettv 
ployer. W.e visaed jpany of s^e cottages, mi 
were gratified in finding so much attention t# 
good (iprd^r, : andi . in geaejal, .to ejeanjjnftf. 
J^borere'^waj^s $ re c#e shilling a^ty ip^»- 
mer, in winter ten pence j in addition tfepy 
have a cottage with a rood of garden, at a rent 
jtf . twenty shjlfcngs-^ffaf ^ -grapaag tf ;a. .law* 
.they pay thirty sh^ljngs^ipi? tajf an acre af 
meadpw.ihi#y shflfogf . ■ ■ half an aqre ;fec;pA$a» 
<toes thirty sJjrilttDgs..-~rTo4al 4vf pounds 4$n 
^tulliogs * yeaf , iv&h ibe privilege of djggiag 
fojirf g*a&. Xh^e are £>uifteea i^ft^es 49. 
jgp^r^n. qne spofe £»«& <#*« dtft##od 
.Q«er th$ estate $ and nwre age ereoting. . Thg 
usual -wages #f the country are ten ;pe$#e p. 
.day, in SWWW and eigh,t pence irj. wwJftrj <bqt 
jthe- earnings ,©n his lordship's &tfa, feay. be 
fjalculated to ay.efa^ a sbi&ng, a day *h.e:y«r 
ijfound. Pr«|a y wnis^iie ( givfiD to -those qoHftgew 
wl&o keeptfiepf ground «ndiga$den in.&eibeBjt 
•state ; it;WBf post graceful . to see thejn #11 <w«Jl 
cultivated, and not only pcodpoing wtat: w»* 
rnofrt useful, but also that \gbicb. was aomewh* 



ArgMaqnt&L >. Tte §M>pj*gfttfo» %n4 «gre <%f * 
&w^fc#'labj^'s^a^enjindi^ an #*&!$. 

:,fe^epfth?le<>ttf«^Jmet*uQhfa^Jip€iaiH)e 

«flf PW& &stnteflested IMwjugaji Attiwftnv©*, ithf# 

I cannt* *«4 ftifrfeg. &. A yoaag W^raftfl, 

whose husband had enlisted, and left her with 

4m Qhi4*fl»> <w«» {pejjKriftfitL icora : $H>t»y£8 of 

iwwanity, torero^ in rhor hems* mi o$fto&$ 

lOf #11 -& .appwdftftt .-adRantagesk The btgbjtnil 
<j»pmtmgtiK ifcsh j$ep of; Jeaw^g l>i? iM^t, 
-Mfehfid the» tto jojn hgp* $ueh was. £he 4ft- 
•Aieacie of a&ci&tf : W &er ^tind* *hat rfbe 
poor.wotfijm usjplyad, a$ ajl hazard?, 4p fcrove 
every difficulty, and follow the fortune of t&e 
partner of her heart ! Whilst prudence could 
m% b*t fefc*»e, J coujd not ^vojd ^clajming, 
•«• "Wjhftt 4 *$$>le njinded flrsfltojre! s»hfl, sv 
clu&ively imjitfljctf by .cromubtal ag&ljip?, ta- 
■wftoe? fWHSftt #^se a«d evej^xop&Fkio ahax? 
-a«d Josjen; th? .su&ftogs of b&t h#sl&afld." 

The Ji^episiuy /extends its ^b^eftc^il <Qgkgp 
tojnU Ate \w*&men in the employ £f Jib ?L<#$- 

characterizes this esf^Wisb?ft^it, aptf pervade 
every part, is as gratifying to the heart as the 
exterior of ite property is &^atj#g to ' the 
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eye. Lady Farnham's kindness and humane 
attention extends to every rank. Clothes are 
distributed by her Ladyship to the females ; and 
-while she mitigates the afflictions and sorrows of 
the aged, the youth become duly and indiscri- 
minately instructed, without any reference to 
the religious persuasion of their parents* 

The survey of Farnham has afforded a grati- 
fication, and made an impression, not easily to be 
obliterated from my recollection. Were such 
conduct the general practice, discontent would 
soon have no existence in the country, and Ire- 
land would become as distinguished for the 
happiness of her people asYor the fertility of bar 
soil. 

The same order and method which regulate 
the domestic establishment, by extension to all 
other concerns, however distant, bring the whole 
of his Lordship's affairs under his immediate re- 
view. The farming buildings — their repairs— 
the woods — the fences and permanent improve* 
ments, are all conducted with the like uni- 
fbrmity and precision j and where punctuality 
is thus made indispensable, every department of 
agency must be duly executed. 

As good farmers have commonly the best 
seasons, so good masters have usually the best 
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servants. A perpetual outcry against servants 
generally implies as great a want of order and 
consistency in the employer as remissness in 
the laborer ; for when the working classes know 
they will be compelled to do their duty, they 
either cheerfully subscribe, or dp not engage 
in the service. 



My admiration of the exterior, inherent cha* 
racter, and interior arrangements of this splendid 
domain and impressive establishment — with the 

m\ m ' ' 

profound respect I must ever entertain for its 
noble possessors, made me seriously regret I 
could no longer avail myself of their kindness 
and hospitality. To-morrow we bend our way 
towards Edge worth's Town, whence I shall 
again have the pleasure of addressing you. 
For the present — Adieu. 

V* w« \f 
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Edgeworth'8 Towdj &Ct i, f&&. 

€>N oW ftfcfti IHtBe^ t?ii§ mdroiilg, I : »f(^pfea' to 
tkfee a *d&tkf-tffc#' df OS KAttpdP •SbriirteV 
©&fo$fis»: nt&ty' of flieri* ttert very hsUnebb^ 
Sad m point- dTsfcfe they eMedd&F Eoti* Rim* 
flw*r& T#6 slicft sftfck's of beftuMrf cUktii 1 irt? 

; ^fte BMtip of ffitetfre r s bailiff k * S«crtiJfc 
ni*tf, *id Setthfr to be well' a^quaili ted Witfr tfeff 
most approved practices' of his court try. 1&£ 
gre£ft cr oj>s do him great credit : I have not 
yet in Ireland seen any to compare with them. 
There were fourteen acres of turnips in one 
piece, which I estimated at thirty-six tons the 
English acre : it was truly delightful to inspect 
such a specimen of good farming. The drain- 
ing and reclaiming of bog are on a great scale : 
such an example of improvement is calculated 
to render essential service to the country, and 
does great honor to the spirit and patriotism of 
ray Lord Bishop. 



Dilapidation* of Afdagh. £07 

The pleasure I received from an inspection of 
this valuable introduction of good husbandry 
made me the more regret I could not escape 
Without a gfcfioe at the environs of the episcopal 
police and cathedral churchward. The de- 
scription of this diocese which a Bishop of 
KihtfOre* in i6W,<gftb* to a letter to the Bi&hop 
of London, might, with some little alteration* 
be too appropriate on the present occasion* 
',+ 1 ftaroar bteea" satys he,* « aboil* toy diocese, 
atid can set doww owt of My own knowledge! 
mxd view, what 1 shun relate and shortly speafe : 
iiaefr iti matte* in si few wtods. It is very 
miserable evety way : the cUthedrti of Afdagh, 
owe of tfce most anient ft* Ireland, and said to 
bite beetk built by St, Patrick, t&gethet \pitb 
tie Bishops house, »e now down to thtf 
gtfdttnd*" &a Could the good old prelate 
ittifte his he*d aflri take at view of the dhurefc 
yard, &c. he vtoifid pee&ive thaft* after the 
lapse of nearly two* ceftturies, the dilapidation* 
still regain. 

It is impossible to rmite such inattention 
Wkfeou* eotfeera-: with whom the fa/alt rests I 
fcnoW not, but it would be Well the responsible 
party should be made ashamed of his neglect, 
as such an outrage against decency affords a 
ftir pretence to the opponents of the church 

7 
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for ascribing indifference to essentials ih its 
professors. 

The church-yards, as I before havfc observed* 
are much neglected in many other parts, of Ire- 
land : in England they are not always properly 
attended to, but here the neglect is very repre*: 
bensible. ■-■«! 

l « 

Great part of our road to Granard was. hilly/ 
the soil light, and the cultivation but indifferent* 
We met a number of people on their way to a 
fair, which was to be held the following day at a 
small village through which we had passed. Nu- 
merous as were the parties, the value of the few 
stock they had with them would scarcely amount 
to the expense they must incur. The domesti- 
cation of the pig in this country makes him 
ready to attend the family on any excursion, 
and on these occasions facilitates the labor 9? 
driving. It appeared extraordinary to us, that 
as a great number of those on their road to the 
fair must have passed through Granard, where 
it was market-day, that they did not there dis- 
pose of their pigs. Perhaps this would have 
spoiled a frolic, the object of the greater part of 
the attendants. 

> 
. We obtained a distant view of a considerable 
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Wale}, Hough Shelon, which is said to be seven 
tniles in length, and four in breadth. Granard 
is a neat town, consisting of one handsome 
street about half a mile long, at the head of 
which stands the Castle, built on a singular hill 
rising to a considerable height: as the sur- 
rounding country is perfectly flat, the hill has 
the appearance of being a work of art. 

Prizes are annually given at Granard to the 
test performers on the Irish harp, an instru- 
ment which is falling into disuse ; and, as far as 
we were enabled to judge, from its want of 
either melody or harmony, this circumstance is 
toot much to be regretted. A few years ago, 
an establishment was formed at Belfast for the 
purpose of teaching blind persons to play on this 
instrument : as a mean of subsistence to those 
whose resources are so limited, the design was 
highly commendable. At Faun, we attended a 
pobr boy who had been thus instructed : his 
misfortune, and not his proficiency, was his re- 
commendation. 

T?he principal street at Granard was over- 
flowing: possibly four thousand people were 
crowded into it. To force our way through 
such a multitude was no easy task ; the : good 
humour, however, so conspicuous at BaHymo- 

vol. u. p 
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ney, was here observable : it was wholly <*# of 
our power to avoid; coding , in c^tafft *fitfe 
some of them, yet all gave wqy vithoitf aqy 
symptom of dissatisfaction. They were, on the 
whole, remarkably depently dressed, ai*4 iiobeft 



» § 



; As we entered the town, we were cauch aqmft 

» 

ed by a cpuntryman requesting our opiniop oft 
the goodness of a note which he had taken in 
payment for his pig* The number of &i£ed 
notes reported to' be in circulation here 194 
most serious calamity on the lower orders, 
<#lfe loudly for r^dres^ Our utter inability 
reply satisfactorily did pot: discourage; him &0!9 
asking, " What shall I do if you, cannot decide 
whether or not the note be good£" Rerefwr 
iunajtely we were better qualified tQ advise* We 
pronounced* that in fair dealing, the note should 
be changqd, or the pig. rationed: the cropd 
which had gathered about us approved our 
pward, and we afterwards learned that the 
buyer of the pig had acceded to the proffered 
terms of the seller. 

On this and various other occasions, I have 
remarked the forward disposition of the lower 
Irish to submit to the decision of fheir supe- 
riors : surely where such great deferppce is paid 
to rank, kindness well directed WQtild^efigtf 
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fciuch towards influencing and disposing the 
people to what is fit and right to be done ! 

From Granard we had four miles to Edge- 
Worth's town ; the country was t^uite flat, and to 
|he southward there appeared a great extent of 
bog- . The steeple at Edgeworth's town attracts 
notice at a great distance : the general want of 
these- indications of places of worship is, to an 
eye habituated to their presence* a great draw- 
back from, the beauty of the country ; it may be 
prejudice, but the spire or tower of the parish 
church gives great interest, in my opinion, td 
every landscape. » 

> ■ 

The immediate neighbourhood of Edge- 
worth's town has little beauty to attract atten- 
tion ; but the respect which talent inspires 
Coratmunicafces a charm to the spot, which com- 
pensBtes for other disadvantages. Adieu. 

■■'■> j.c. c. 
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LETTER LVL 

Edgeworth'* Town, Oct. 2, 1813. 

THE hospitality with which traydtets arfe 
uniformly made welcome by all ranks in Ire* 
land is not less a general than' an admirable 
trait in the national character. We have grate- 
fully td acknowledge many civilities which con- 
tributed in a high degree to the pleasure of our 
tour, and have deeply to regret, that we have it 
so little in our power to make any return for 
such kind attentions. 

Under all circumstances talent must inspire 
respect, but peculiarly in its zealous appli- 
cation to the benefit and improvement of man- 
kind. It then calls forth the warmest feelings 
of the heart, uniting esteem with great regard. 
On approaching this mansion I felt that respect 
which is due to the friend of the friendless! 
The impressive and elegant pen of Miss Edge- 
worth has depicted vice and folly in such 
forcible colors, and given such salutary warn* 
ingjs against their consequences, that I can 
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have no doubt, but that- by her writings the 
best interests of her country have been long, 
and will continue to be, very materially pro- 
moted. In these the Irish character appears 
to be most justly and most happily repre- 
sented, and that melange of wit, generosity, 
feeling, and folly, fairly exhibited, which are 
constantly producing so much to admire and to 
condemn at the same instant. The exposure 
of corruption and oppression - has not been 
quite palatable in all instances ; a cry has been 
attempted to be raised against her, as being 
deficient in patriotism: such efforts, however, 
will prove as ineffectual in depreciating the 
well deserved celebrity of this lady, as the 
passing cloud, which, if it succeed in obscuring 
the sun for a moment, serves only to give ad- 
ditional splendor to his re-appearance. We 
were pressed to extend our visit to another 
day, which being too great a temptation to be 
resisted, you will reasonably expect to receive 
some account of Miss Edgeworth, whose works 
you so highly admire. 

She is at once so modest and so natural, that 
those unapprised of her talents, would not be- 
lieve it possible she could appear so uncon- 
scious of the high reputation she possesses. 
The admiration of the world has affected nei- 
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tber her bead nor her heart; for 'whilst abb 
secwHs, wholly Unconscious of her own merit* 
she is feelingly alive to the desert of every 
ether individual. What was said by Maria 
Theresa of General Loudon may be very ap- 
propriately applied to this lady. The General 
being Wanted at a levfee by the Empress, and 
«ot being found, she observed, that " in peace 
you must seek him behind the door, in the day 
of battle: you are certain of finding him in the 

front .of, danger." . 

>''.■- 

Mis«Edgeworth,in the common intercourse Of 
life, is free from every assumption of superiority* 
it is with her pen alone she exercises it, in vifr 
dicatiug the cause of virtue .and suffering bu» 
inanity. The family is composed of children 
of different marriages ; yet nothing can he wot* 
delightful than the . harmony which prevails. 
The ardent sentiment of benevolence, thrit 
prompts J*nd animates their general labors, has 
the effect to modify or extinguish every in- 
dividual selfish feeling ; while the most strenu- 
ous endeavors of every member of this pleasant 
CPihttfunity are called into action, to promote the 
comfort *nd happiness of the whole. The first 
care of each seems to be that of forwarding 
such ejects as iineet the general wish of the 
whole party. , 



Mr. E^ewcHhMtid Family. tit 

I The p?eaen£ Mrs. Ed£ewortfa is a daughter 
<of Dc-BeJnrfprfr, and is! riot lefcs dUtiligutehed 
far;«G«Hi^ghmedts, than for -good seme in 
the ictadnctt arid arrangement of her ;doteestie 
concerns. . i 

', > Tiie iaDtraordinary endowments of every 
branch* £& tkis family make their acquaintance 
not less, iqagbt with avidity than valued when 
attained; '•• ' 



*'» 



, , Mr. EdgeWorih has long ))een eminent as a 
sefcritae, and man of genius. His studies have 
priwnpally been directed to xftechanics, 19 
frfcich science . he haft beta very successful : 
to his suggestions and" hints are the. public 
indebted for some of the most valuable modem 
improvements* Mr, Edgeworth's vivacity ren- 
ders, him a most pleasing companion; tim# 
teems tp have been sensible of this, and to have 
kept no record against him. 

Such is the general outline of this charming 
family, who are all equally emulous to make 
their abilities useful in promoting the substan- 
tial interests of. virtue and morality. Did I 
consider myself at liberty to descend to par* 
ticulars, there is not a member of this little 
comarauity, of whom an interesting portrait 
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flight not be drawn $ I cannot, however / avoid 
remarking, that if I; have any pretension to 
prognostication, I shall not be disappointed it, 
seeing a younger branch (Mks H.) on a future 
day, emulate her elder sister. > 

The smiles and flattering, commendations of 
the world have corrupted inahy a heart,: and 
diminished the estimation due to splendid ta- 
lents, by creating unbounded expectations, w 
their possessors, and obliterating the just claims 
pf others. Not a particle of this disposition is 
discoverable here ; . the kind assiduity and at- 
tention shown to all fcround justly endear them 
to every rank, and make their! residence a real 
blessing to the neighbourhood* . < * 

It is not the want of interesting matter, or of 
a disinclination to detail it, that induces me to 
refrain from prpceeding on a subject, which 
would be as gratifying to you as to myself; .but 
conformity to a rule to which I strictly adhere, 
that whatever I hear or see under any hospitable 
roof is to be considered as sacred. Indiscri- 
minate censure would be highly ungrateful in 
the partakers of hospitalities : praise of the like; 
description might subject such parties, to the* 
odium of adulation. C^uld 1 have felt autho-. 
rized to have availed myself pf ,tha sentiments 
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and opinions of others, I co&lcl have detailed 
trameroos anecdotes which would greatly have 
diversified my observations, and rendered them 
mate entertaining to you ; but the objections I 
stated to this species of registry at the com* 
mencement of my tour* have not since been 
iriol&ttd* 

s * f 

■* • > * 

• 4 * • * $ * • ' 

i In the course of the morning, we drove to 
several farms on Mr. Edgeworth's estate. The 
occupations were larger, and the farming build- 
iogs:more extensive, than we had hitherto gene- 
rally met with* Considerable attention is paid 
10 the fences, but the husbandry was far from 
perfection. The tenants are to be considered 
rather as grazing than tillage farmers. The 
soil, when not incumbent on bog, is a strong 
elay. The average size of the farms is about 
0HQ hundred acres, let at about thirty shillings' 
an acre* This seems comparatively a moderate 
?ent« 

r • 

Longford, from the flatness of its surface, 
ought to be an early county ; late sowing how- 
ever, and other bad management, accounted 
for our seeing much of the corn still uncut. 
Winter ploughing is here held to be injurious, 
and is supposed to make the land work badly — t 
so little do modern practices seem to have made 
their way in this country. 
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Sit Tenantry at Mgew>rth'$T<mi. 

I A &xi&! wfc¥ : caftdliqtod would r\m . tf<giMfc 
service in this tfiitojc& rlt eemtot be expected 
that any, practical farmer, who' has. his; ;tiutvtb 
pay and .bring' up his family* should fmahnuM 
new modes pf buisbaodiy merely oil the intra 
fatten p£ any tfeewy, however; strongfy cesttm* 
mended : nothing short of ocular demonstration 
that a new practice is more beneficial than his 
ewn,' can .prudently justify thet practical jaaa 
in its adoption. 



(i 
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.* Two of Mr. Edgeworth's tenants were im 
Tited to diaqer ; I tejouted in an opportunity &£ 
peetipg a class of o^sb respeetahte m am 
#wn country, and wbor I heartily wish were 
jnpre frequently to be Met with ia Jrtlabdj 
The parties. were? presbyteriart, of; Scotch, de* 
Qcent, and in their manner and . appegtfaftee &+> 
tamed very perceptible ttaifr.of thfifc:origitt* 
Much **. (hey .were prepowoased :iii farar; of 
their present practices, yet as they had both 
good sense and candor, I am persuaded they 
would soon become converts, to the prudence 
pf adopting a better system of husbandry. » 

» •• • 
As far as I was enaUqd to form a judgment* 

Mr. Edge worth has much reason to be proud of 

his tenantry, who appear substantial and re* 

spectable men : every thing about- their fun^a 

seemed to exhibit sufficiency and comfort j and 
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Jbe [subsisting: \ friendKiiess towards them, oa 
their landlord^ J»rt£ was highly creditable tp 

both, .; - . 

The spirit of enterprise now so rapidly $*? 
tending over Ireland cannot be long in pro* 
ducing improvement. Agricultural societies 
are forming in every quarter ; I bad the plea? 
sure of being present at the establishment of 
pne of these at Cavan. The expense too fre- 
quently attending such associations becomes 
fatal to their continuance ; and, as I could not 
but suspect at the time, will be destructive in 
the present instance. Lord Farnham signified 
his intention of giving premiums among his 
tenantry for superior management — a measure 
which in my opinion cannot fail in having the 
desired effect. Experience has convinced me 
such rewards ought to be restricted to practical 
farmers, and that the exclusion of gentlemen 
as competitors is indispensable $q maintain 4) 
general good intelligence. 

Edgeworth -s Town has in a great measure been 
rebuilt. The church is modern ; and the spire, 
constructed of cast iron, was raised to its present 
eminence by machinery. Although there are a 
great number of presbyterians in the neighbour* 
hood, the catholic chapel is a large building. 



820 Gratifying Visit to EdgewortKs Town. 

Our vmt has been highly gratifying, and in* 
spires a hope that it may lead to a further in- 
timacy with this amiable family, which I feel 
warranted in pronouncing would be highly 
agreeable to you. Adieu. 
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LETTER LV1I. 



Athlone, Oct. 3, 1813. 

IN the county of Longford a husbandman's 
wages are, for the summer months, twelve 
pence ; in winter, ten pence, per day. Fuel, 
one of the prime necessaries among the lower 
orders, is easily procured. The general ap- 
pearance of the country induces me to believe, 
whenever a correct return of the population 
may be obtained, that the numbers will exceed 
every estimate hitherto produced : should this 
opinion prove correct, a very serious question 
may arise, whether the population may not be 
doubled in the next five*and-twenty years. 

It is some consolation that the culture of the 
potatoe may be improved— its produce per- 
haps doubled: the haulm, instead of being 
suffered to remain and wither on the ground, if 
the potatoes be planted in proper time, may be 
cut off, and will afford food for milch cows. 
The reclaiming of bog, and the cultivation of 
mountain districts, comprehending nearly a third 
of the country, are resources capable also of 
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being made subservient to a further production 
of food. Cheering as this prospect may appear* 
And happy as it would be under some circum- 
stances, it is not so hepe! All hope of 
augmenting the store of human happiness is 
vain, .where the meads of employing a super* 
abundance of rational beings are wanting t 
Man to be happy must be engaged in : eqtnk 
pursuit t that of the subordinate classes is re- 
stricted to bodily labor* among the next in 
rank, intellectual researches are added tp bodily 
^^ertion— y et does occupation in both form- the; 
basis ; of .substantial human felicity. Great aa 
the labor may appear of procuring subsistence* 
ifk will employ but a small portion of a civilized 
population! How then, is subsistence to be 
faund for the remainder? 

';•.■:'. ; • - ..• - * 

The church at £dgeworth's Town being under, 
repair, there was no service. We were induced to 
protract our departure, for the purpose of seeing 
the numbers who attended the service of the ecu* 
tholic chapel : the congregation was numerous g 
not only the large building, but all tho avenues 
leading to it, were crowded. The ringing of a 
bell warned the congregation to kneel and rise; 
■eyfral were prostrated on the ground-^-devotion 
^as 6p unaffectedly displayed in the conduct 
of t^e ^majority, as to increase the regret; we 



Catholic Congregation. t2S 

ftk that; they were not better informed. It if 
sefctaft they / obtain mf material instruction % 
atolwhat knowledge they possess of right and 
wrong- its perhaps moire to be! ascribed to the 
efitets of wdll-diaposed minds, than any cufrava* 
tipn of them by education. They were ail 
decently ) dressed* toad' their behaviour wad 
highly becoming* From their great numbers 
I dtaiald conclude that they must have. come 
from, softie distance. 
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A singular instance of courage and hnmaaity 
peearred during therebellion in Mr. Edgeworth'i 
family : . compelled as they mere to quittheu 
residence an a vety abert notice, a difficulty 
arose as to what could, be done. -with a female 
servant who was too ill to be removed* The 
housekeeper, who was an elderly woman, volun* 
ftaened %q remain and take care, of the invalid % 
and thfehouse was accordingly left in her charge; 
A few days after the family had removed, the in* 
surgents arrived, and, surrounding the house, 
demanded arms. The housekeeper refused to 
ppen the door-^a consultation was held, and it 
jffft* resolved the door should be forced* At 
this, moment, one who had some ; iniuenoe 
with the party came forward and reasonstrated 
with the rest, observing, the Edgeworth family 
had always acted wtV "kindness :and attention 
towards their, podr neighbours, and that he 
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would defend their property at the rifck of fife 
life. His courage and generosity bad tbe de- 
sired effect— the whole of them departed with* 
out offering the least violence or injury to any 
thing about the premises. - When the rebellion 
had subsided, this grateful fellow returned to 
his harae near Edgewofth's Town. On some 
dispute with a neighbour, he was threatened 
with au information for : hating held a commis- 
sion in the rebel army, on which Mr. Edgeworth 
offered him his interest to procure him a pardon. 
The map thanked him, but declined it> saying, 
he had no fears, as be had a Corny in his pocket, 
meaning, a card of protection, with Lord Cora* 
wallis's seal. and the initial letter C, of which 
it appears a distribution had been made to the 
peasants who returned quietly to their habita- 
tioris-*-an instance that in the worst of times, 
kind treatment in Ireland would not fail of its 
influence even with those actually enrolled 
under the banners of rebellion. 

We at length took our leave, highly indebted 
for the kindness and attention we had received, 
and fully impressed with no less respect than 
admiration of the party to whom we reluctantly 
bade adieu. 

• * 

. It was ten miles to Ballymbna : -in this dis- 
tance we saw several handsome , residences. 
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The surface of the country is flat, and the soil 
worthy of better treatment than it received. 
A few miles before we reached Ballymona, we 
passed the birth-place of Goldsmith, to which 
he is said to have alluded ; and though the 
place in itself possesses little beauty or interest, 
the Muses have rendered it immortal. 

Ballymona is a poor little town in the midst 
of a fine country* Our next stage was ten miles 
to Athlone, which we were anxious to reach in 
good time, being fearful we might not obtain 
accommodations, on account of the approach* 
ing. fair at Ballinasloe. The soil appeared light, 
and its cultivation wretched. We passed man/ 
gentlemen's seats, some of which we^re of consi- 
derable magnitude. 

At a small village, about half way, we en- 
countered a funeral. The dirge, which had 
sounded so harsh and discordant at Cork, was 
conducted here in a manner and with an effect 
totally different. The performers were young 
females. The corpse, we were told, was that of 
a female under twenty, who appeared to be 
greatly lamented, as we observed many a tear- 
firi'eye. The tones and cadence of the monrn- 
«rt partook so much of real grief, as to give a 
character of feeling to the whole, and created a 

vol. ii. a 



$3$ Dandfyg jftyfty intkfrRoad. 

dq&p 9»4 9»i»M in^otesb,. I did not - anpsct 
th# Irish ftmfgfii c»r«w»y awJd have, bee» 
segdqisd w truly impmigvie and aflferiimg. 

: JIqw v«ftoud# chfcqueted are tha acmes of 
life! We hn4 scarcely recov^ed from tibq 
melancholy ssniWfciions the last spectadba had 
produced, when we became arrested by a large 
pflfctyi n$9mtbfe& at the entrance of a village, 
3*4 e«g»gfc<i in da*ctng< reels in the roadk 
Their petj&fnidiiaa, which, by . ne jneanSi di*> 
grgggg &£f*t *a dawws* exhibited ia much ■ W$ 
an4. spifife dtet. w& became ipteceirted apeeta^ 
tp?s of &£*? rural festivity- Stieh was -tfc* 
huoymvy o£; youth,/ anbdated by the pr ©seaes 
of be^tty* that the, discordant notes o£ a mfte* 
rable fiddle called forth a joy. and light* 
heartedness truly enviable. 

^q Obtained a& exteasi ve view of Lough Bmy 
with ite nun^rous islands* Ite margin is. flat? 
and the Stftftaqn* which passes, through iti, majD 
be cpasHkr^d W farming the. lake,. '- ' * 

A^hlqpp is a considerable townv and rendered; 
ii^pqrtaut a* commanding the passage of A* 
Shannon* The surrounding countay is stilt flatyi 
and has few beauties; to recoaimctid it. AtMpne> 
i$ the station of a; large military fbroe and a) 
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numerous staff. Lines have been cast up on 
the south side of the Shannon, to protect the 
place against any sudden commotion, but they 
could oppose no effectual barrier against & re- 
gular force. 

TheGrand Canal passes through Athlone ; and 
as it is also on the great road from Dublin, we 
&urid difficulty in getting ourselves and horses 
Accommodated* .The number of people who 
fod! passed ife the test twemty-fbur hours had 
feeen immense. We considered ourselves for* 
t&nb& iti obtaining my land >of quarter^. 

r 

N. * * * 4 » . ,. 

• • a 

' The accoWrtiodtrtioirt for Worses at Ballinasloe 
wire rtjbo*t*d to ba so bad, thai I resolved, if 
£6s4ible, to av6id taking taivk thither ; and as all 
the post horses atid 1 carriages were engaged, 
tfe mean td t!ake our chartce of seats in 6ne of 
thfc public carriages which pass through the 
town : if we can get conveyed thither, I taka 
it for granted we shall ftid no difficulty in re- 
turning. Adieu. 

y. v>. V^» 
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LETTER LVIII. 

Ballinasloe, Oct. 4, 1815. 

xN the many hundred miles we have travelled 
through this country, we have never, exqept ia 
one instance, had the least article pilfered at 
any of the inns. At Athlone, the preceding 
night, the chambermaid purloined a night rib- 
band : though in itself of little or no value, the 
want of it induced me to inquire after it. As 
*oon as the girl was called, she said it must be 
hidden by the bed clothes, and set about to 
find it ; but the tnode of her examination con* 
Vmced me she had taken it, and on my im- 
parting my suspicions, she became highly of- 
fended, and communicated the circumstance to 
her mistress. The character given of the 
young woman induced me to acquiesce in her 
acquittal,, though my servant had not laid 
down the ribband ten minutes before it was 
missed. I mention this insignificant occur- 
rence only as a proof of the general honesty of 
the servants at the inns, and as being contrary, 
to the opinion and representation of many 
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travellers. Had the servants been disposed to 
pilfer, many opportunities were afforded them 
of taking articles infinitely more valuable. 

The concourse of people passing all the even- 
ing, and through the night, prepared us for the 
bustle we had to encounter. We were for- 
tunate in finding room in the mail from Ath- 
lone carrying four inside passengers : the 
driving was steady, and the horses were good, 
as was evinced by their performing the twelve 
miles iu less than two hours. We observed a 
great extent of bog to the southward, con* 
nected with the bog of Allen ; the soil in general 
appeared to be light, and the cultivation of it 
very indifferent. 

Ballinasloe is a considerable town ; at its 
autumnal fair, it is calculated to receive ten 
thousand visitors, the price of whose beds varies 
from sixpence to a guinea per night. 

The fanning society of Ireland have 9 very 
good house here, with admirable accommoda* 
tions for the company, and ample convenience 
for the reception and exhibition of stock. The 
arrangement of the prize cattle is perfectly 
well conducted. The order and regularity of 
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the meeting is extremely suitable, not. dnly to 
the purpose of business, but that of conviviality 

also. 

~ * We lost no time in finding out Mr. Bix, and 
our kind friend Mr, Radcliffe, who hid secured 
us beds at the house of the catholic priest* Tbtf 
display of the first day consisted of sheep assem- 
bled in Lord Clancarty's park, The whole 
were driven in before ten o'clock the pre* 
ceding night, and tbej sale is considered to be 
over by ten the following morning/ when 
driving them out commences. From sixty to 
eighty thousand sheep, worth from fibrtgr ahii* 
lings to four guineas and upwards each, we?e 
here collected on a space not. exceeding one 
hundred acres ; but the beautiful inequalities of 
the ground on which the flocks were shown, 
exposed the whole to great advantage. The. 
noise and uproar was excessive* yet amidst all 
this apparent hurry and confusion great ardm 
prevailed. Not a dog is permitted to be pre- 
sent— the whole business is ably performed, by 
the shepherds, who are surprisingly dexterous. 
As we entered the park two flocks had met, of 
yery unequal strength : the most powerful one 
forced a passage directly through the other 
flock, breaking the line, and threatening the 



toeaktt animate with ttital destruction; this, 
however, was prevented by the activity of* the 
shepherds, for before they had reached the 
turnpike* at th6 distance of little more thah a 
Utile* ; the ibfer ior flock was again perfectly 
Elected 

r ' • - -r 

' The line of drift is principally by the Ath* 
fttne fited, : and, considering the numbers 
Which pais, the losses sustained are trifling; 
add thesle arise chiefly from their being kid* 
happed iti towns, or driven over by carriages. 
The shepherds are entitled to great praise for 
their alacrity, care, and vigilatice. If a sheep 
separate from any of the flocks, it is imme* 
diatety catight and ' brought back in an instant* 
Independently of ah opportunity being afforded 
to us of seeing and examining every flock dis* 
tinctly, the appearance of the whole so beau* 
tfftilfy disposed was a grand spectacle. 

* • 

The Irish sheep, though possessing tAott 
spirit attraction than the Leicester, muCfa re- 
semble that breed ; the form of the Irish ih 
supposed to have been much improved by 
crossing with the best ramsf of the Leicester : th# 
flavor of their mutton te good, and thejr attain 
a great size. There were several lots of 
wethers sold for above four guiitCAi ead** 
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though the average price did not much exoeed 
three pounds. 

After spending two hours in this animating 
field, we returned to inspect the stock in the 
Society's yard ; of which the specimens of 
various breeds were numerous, and all well 
arranged. Lord Farnham and the Bishop of 
Kilmore's Devons could hardly be surpassed 
in any county in England. We observed also 
some very good Herefords : Mr. M'Gill's t at T 
tracted particular attention, and among the 

M 

long-horned cattle were as fine samples of the 
breed as I had ever before seen. 

The regulations of the society in the pre* 
mium given for bulls are calculated to be 
highly beneficial to the country, by disseminat- 
ing the best breeds among the farmers of small, 
as well as of large, occupations. The premium 
bulls cover gratis, and must serve a certain 
number of cows to be entitled to the rewards, 
which are very liberal. In consequence of 
this excellent rule, no one is precluded from 
improving his stock, and within the two last 
years the cattle of the country have received 
great improvements* Of the Leicester, South* 
down, and Merino sheep, there were also many 
good specimens, 
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To one of the society's regulations I think 
a material objection may be taken. The cer- 
tificates of the ages of the stock are delivered 
on oath by the bailiffs ! There is something in 
the exaction of a sacred affirmation on this 
occasion which does not comport with my feel- 
ings : if the protestation of the servant, sanc- 
tioned by the principal, whose honor is pledged, 
be not sufficient to prevent improper claims,, 
I should have little reliance on an extra-judicial 
oath, punishable only by contempt; which, 
would equally attach to an unattested decla- 
ration. The practice any where would be 
highly objectionable ; but in Ireland, where the 
word of honour is held in such high respect, 
it seems extraordinary that an oath should be 
required. - 

The company assembled were very numer- 
ous } one hundred and sixty gentlemen sat down 
to dinner, the expenses of whifch were mo- 
derate. At a fixed hour the party broke up ; 
and a supper, for those who were inclined to 
partake of it, was prepared in a room below. 
I never was present at a better conducted 
assembly— where more spirit seemed to pre- 
vail, or more solicitude was manifested to pro- 
mote the great object for which they had met, 
that of furthering the patriotic labors of the 
institution, from which the most important 
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advantages to Ireland may reasonably be ex-, 
pected to result. Adieu* 

J« \s* v« 

P. S. I have recently procured an account 
of sheep ancj horned cattle brought to this fair 
from the year 1790, which I have the pleasure 
to enclose : — 

Jfteturn of the Number of Sheep and Horned Cattle Sold 
and Un-eold, at the Great Oqtpber Pairs of Dunlo, ot 
Ballinasloe, for twenty-four years, from 1790 to 1813 # 
inclusive. * l . 
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J.ETTEH LIX. 

Athlone, Oct. 5,1813. 

^.MONG the pleasures of yesterday, I mutt 
qot overlook that of my being introduced to 
Mr. Garnett, a very respectable gentleman in 
|u8 eighty-fourth year. In the course of the 
last sixty-four years he had attended Ballinasloo 
fair sixty-three times. The opportunity of re- 
porting to such a living chronicle, promised a 
rich treat to an agricultural amateur, as, in 
that period, the changes which he had wit- 
nessed must have been very striking. Though 
much of this gentleman's attention had been 
devoted to stock, yet the alteration had been 
IP gradual and progressive, as not to have 
made such impression on his mind as I had 
been Led to expect. He admitted that the 
augotentation in point of value, with other 
causes, had increased the price of cattle nearly 
four-fold; but he was not prepared to allow 
that so much had been gained in size and sym» 
metry of the several breed* as I had supposed, 
and indeed it is probable that this baprtivo- 



236 Exhibition of Horses in leaping* 

ment is only of recent date. The general face 
and state of the country, he observed, was en* 
tirely altered, and bore no resemblance to what 
it was in his early youth, when the lands were 
unenclosed, and little grain of any description 
was produced. The noise and bustle of the 
place precluded my obtaining that extent of 
valuable information, which this venerable gen- 
tleman was so competent and obligingly ready 
to afford; I became, however, perfectly sa- 
tisfied, that little attention was formerly paid to 
the objects connected with the husbandry of the 
country. 

This day and the succeeding are the, horse 
fairs. The ability of the Irish horses in leaping 
is surprisingly great. The custom here is to 
leap the horses shown for sale into the pound, 
which is surrounded by a stone wall, five feet 
high on the upper, and six on the lower side. 
Many went over the lower part, and in some 
instances over both. Were I to communicate 
the feats I saw performed, I might hazard a 
similar reproof to that of the late Bishop of 
Killala, Dr. Law, to Lord D , who in speak- 
ing of his alert regiment of volunteer cavalry y 
asserted that he had brought them to such per* 
fbction, that in charging and clearing a six foot 
wall, the line would not be put into the least 
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disorder ! " That, my Lord/ 9 exclaimed the 
Bishop, " is indeed a wonderful bounce ! " 

We spent some time in a further inspection 
of the stock, which greatly surpassed my ex- 
pectation, as I must confess, that I never saw, 
at any show, better specimens of the most va- 
luable breeds of cattle. 

In the course of the morning we rode to the 
ground on which the battle of Aghrim was 
fought ; the conflict which Anally extinguished 
the hopes of the Stuarts. James was in himself 
so devoid of every trait which could create at- 
tachment or respect, that his fall calls forth 
not one sentiment of commiseration. 

Near this spot we had an opportunity of 
seeing two hundred oxen, the property of Ma- 
jor Kir wan. " In point of size they were re- 
markably equal, and very neat cattle in ap- 
pearance } short in the leg, well formed in the 
carcase, and of a description not commonly 
driven to market. Two twousand pounds were 
offered for one hundred of them, by Sir A. 
Bryan; and refused, guineas being the price 
demanded ; which I have little doubt would be 
obtained* Major Kirwan occupies some hun- 
dreds of acres of grating land, worth four pounds 
per acre. 



I W4 rhtith edfleterned acquitting Btfjfc. 
nasloe- fceftte tffe cemcliisldtf ef the meeting j 
as I should have been pleased to have seen the 
jpbft'.tffrricTe'd. The business of the insti- 
ttrtido is- ably conducted,- arid has, arid will 
continue la produce the wto&& impor tcfilt public 
benefits. The? deciskm of ffte jtidges> however 
impartial and correct, i£ is itt*po&f8fe ft* eft» 
pect should be agreeable to all parties; it is 
orr&is' point dia&tifztti&h and dwumen gene- 
raffy fcasr arisen-, and* ho#ete# t6 be fomented* 
it is I fear unavoidable. 

- Great antf respectful regard is p&4 to 
strangers ; no occasion of pbfitte attefttSJft' tfr 
wards us was neglected; nbr caii I, in terms 
adequate to my feelings, express how sensibly 
I 4 wis* gratified by the dist*rtguished ; com^Knlent 
f f eceiVdd on bfemg* elected 5 an honorary ttfeti* 
be* of tfie institution. ' - 

* * ' 4 * * 1 

We dined at Lord Glonbtock's;, \vhose r& 
gidence is about five milfes from B&llinaslbe ; 
tbe mansionus new, arid thte groundslaid outiit 
the modern style. The country is too flat to 
be 4 beautiful; the mode of husbandry staritfe m 
great needof itnprovetoent. The grazing land 
lets- from three to five pounds, the- arable fitMJi 
forty to fifty shillings tfte acre. An exteessivd 
repetition of corn crops prevails, and' tfibugti 



D^culty of returning f ram BaUmasloCs M» 

the stack on the firms is abundant and valuable* 
Ho winter provision of green crops* is attempted. 

r 

.- Difficult as we had found it to reach BalK* 
nasloe, never bad it occurred that any trtmbi* 
could attend our departure ; but this cent 
ftience was misplaced: not a carriage, nor 
even postekorse, could be procured ; every pas* 
sible ebtartioa (roved ineffectual,* tift at length 
my catholic host obligingly undertook the* task* 
and after some time reported that be had pro* 
cured me at man and horse, to be ready at fone 
d'clock the next morning. The engagement 
was punctually observed. I was prepared not 
taexpOTtminknitaibJe hag, but any thing like 
the poor, beast produced, I confino* had not 
entered mta my contemplation* The miserable 
animal was- the picture afi famine, and laboring 
under a jrafaiplication of? maladies. I cotdd nod 
help expressing my apprehension that die halfc 
atarveiL creature would die on the road-*" Ne- 
ver fear, yauc hanoi^ he is better, than Her iooks,'* 
replied; the; owner y and' hnvsipg no alternative Ir 
mounted* Thediatrettinge£Sirtsjtoiaccomplishr 
two miles reconciled, me tb the determination 
q£ i&roounting, and prooeedingi09i.ibotf when, 
moat.fertcmateiy, a ca^ rtagei with the anacHman 
alone: on thee bercatf he seat; aaroe in sightt; > I at 

7 



MO Mr. Gurnet tU Resistance of 4 'Footpad. 

once decided to make my case "known, and 
take the chance of being permitted to mount 
with the driver. I rode up to the window, and, 
addressing myself to the gentleman, stated, 
that I had never ia my life been a candidate for 
a place till this moment, when, from a com* 
btoation of disappointments, I was nearly re- 
duced to the necessity of walking, and as this 
91 suited with my engagements, I should feel 
highly obliged to obtain a place on the ba- 
rouche seat, As I suspected, the. patties be* 
came amused with the style of my application, 
and the manner in which I was appointed- 1 
doubt not I should have succeeded with any 
Irish gentleman, but I became perfectly secure 
of my object on being recognized by Mr. Gar* 
nett. In the course of our drive, ; I learned au 
interesting anecdote of the spirit with which, 
the cM gentleman, to whom I had become so 
much obliged, had conducted himsel£ On re» 
taming the preceding year from Ballinasloe, he 
was attacked by a footpad; the man stopped 
the carriage, and presented a pistol ; Mr. Gar- 
aett refused to deliver his money, though he 
had only a stick with which to defend himself. 
The villain fired and wounded him in the face, 
which, however, did not prevent a continuance 
of his resistance, until some persons fortunately: 



dam* up imd ecfced the ttutii, <xh6 was/ster-* 
ww^trjWaiMl^kfacttledfofthe 
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The wfoie 6f oar £ath was w> crowded witb 
sfcfepv that I db Bat tfairik there were it 
bttfldred yards 4stefc* aifei atiy tame^ during :thft 
whole way $ and as the road is narrow, .it te* 
quired the greatest care to avoid doing them 
injury. 

I forgot to state that, after getting through 
the turnpike, I was stopped by a poor fellow 
who appeared in great agitation. The inno- 
cence and earnestness with which he made 
inquiries after his brindled cow, of one, who 
by no possibility could afford him the least 
information, marks the extreme simplicity 
which characterizes the peasantry of this, coun- 
try, while his apparent distress interested me 
much, in spite of the vexation I was at the 
moment enduring. My only surprise was, that 
in so prodigious a bustle and throng, greater 
losses did not occur. 

Our journey was very pleasant ; after mak- 
ing my best acknowledgments for the accom- 
modation so kindly afforded me, I proceeded 
to the inn where our horses were left. 

VOL. II. E 



344 Depart for Barents Court: 

■ This visit to Ballinasloe afforded us great 
entertainment-; and we should gladly: have pro- 
tracted it, had not an engagement to Baron'* 
Court compelled us to leave the. fair/ sooner 
than we could have wished. Having break- 
ftsted, we are about to set off. .Ever yours* 
adieu. 
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LETTER LX. 

Baron's Court, Oct. 6, 1813* 

i 

« 

OUR first stage of ten miles was to Ballamona: 
the road is nearly parallel to that which we had 
travelled from Edgeworth's Town, but leads 
through a country more undulated and diversi* 
tied. ' From the rising grounds the views were 
often extensive. The soil is light, and the fences 
good ; but the husbandry in general was very 
indifferently conducted. In two instances only 
smkll patches of turnipd were observed, though 
the surface is particularly well adapted to their 
growth ; while the luxuriance of some parts 
through which we passed appeared to be so 
great, as to require the incontrovertible evidence 
of seeing to become satisfied of the fact. 

A portion of Lord Sunderlin's estate, at 
Springles, has been let for the last eight years 
in con-acres, at eight pounds each; during 
which period these lands had produced three 
crops of potatoes in succession without manure, 
and were afterwards succeeded by five crops of 
oats, the last of which was the most productive. 

Rg 



244 Extraordinary fyrtility of the Soil. 

How much longer this land is capable of en- 
during such treatment remains to be proved : 
so long, however, as the rent can be procured, 
the land will have no rest, but continue to be 
let in the present mode. Parts of other estates 
in this district are let in the same way. My 
information was derived from Mr. Bertie, the 
fond agent to Lord Simderlin, on whose correct* 
Hess I cm tely. I wis by no mean* surprised 
at this information, as I have frequently met 
with instances of the same extraordinary fertil- 
ity ; and have much regretted that I have toot 
bad an opportunity of examining the nature 
of the land so occupied* Thfe soil of Sprite 
gles is a deep loam j the substratum, a lime- 
stone gravel. I wa* much struck with the 
strength of the stubbles 6& the lands adjoining 
this property* To the limekilns in the neigh* 
bourhood may possibly be attributed a great 
portion of the luxuriance of the crops, the ge- 
neral management being incompetent to the 
effect, and deserving great reprobation. 

» • 

A considerable number of gentlemen's seats 
appeared in this line, with extensive plantations 
about some of them. We were greatly per- 
plexed by the sheep on the road, an inconve- 
nience which attended us for more than thirty 
miles* but which, however, afforded us an ample 
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opportunity of insjrectirig the flocks. : Thd efosa 
intk the Leicester is veity observable^ and baa 
evidently improved the farm of the Irish sheep 3 
their average weight is now about thirty pounds 
a quarter. Many of. the flocks mast have tra* 
veiled a great distance in the last few days % 
and though the road was wet, they had not sufc 
fitted so much as I should have expepted from 
such rapid driving, which may be owing to their 
native activity and spirit 

Whilst we were stopping to refresh our horses, 
Mr. Garnett arrived. He said he remembered 
almost the whole of this country without hedges, 
very thinly inhabited, and that the state of the 
working classes was now more comfortable thad 
in ancient times he had known them. The 
changes in eighty years have undoubtedly been 
great, and have infinitely augmented the luxuries 
among the higher raaks; but unlets it be that the 
introduction of the potatoe has prevented the 
lower orders from starving* I cannot, from 
what I have observed, see bow ft q possible 
their condition should be improved, when it is 
apt easy to conceive rational beings to exist 
under greater privation* than they at present 
endure* 

We bod fifteen rife* from Balkn*o«a to ftu 

7 



246 . *. Lord JSunderlin's Park, . 

ron J s Court,, over a soil of sharp gravel. . We 
passed an estate on which we observed several 
new farm-hduses, with the necessary appendant 
buildings for enabling the occupiers to conduct 
their business with . profit and regularity. Till 
the farmer is duly Supplied with barns and shed* 
for his cattle, his attempting, the growth of 
green crops,, or to increase the quantity of his 
manure, would be unavailing. 

# - * 

Lord Sunderlin's park, two miles from Baron's 
Court, is a very pretty piece of ground, its sur- 
face being very agreeably unequal, and orna- 
mented with some fine timber and beautiful 
thorns. The Grand Canal from Dublin passes 
by the park walls. The inland traffic inmost 
parts of Ireland ia insufficient at present to ren- 
der canals a lucrative investment ; large sums 
have, however, been voted in aid of such under- 
takings in various parts of Ireland ; and I trust 
the time is not very remote when these patriotic 
designs will . aniwer the promised object of the 
original prqjectors. • Many people were em* 
ployed in extending the cut with the lay y at 
which I was somewhatsurprised ; but on inquiry; 
found their spades had not arrived, and that « 
the lay was used only to mark out the line : the 
laborers were unanimous in allowing the Eng* 
lish spade to be, the superior implement* 7 
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Lord Sunderlin is a warm advocate for the 
education of the subordinate classes : he haft 
built a neat school for the use of his tenantry, 
which we found very w$Il conducted. Over 
the door is this inscription — " Opened Decern* 
ber, 1807, for the cheap and easy instruction of 
children of all religious denominations/' One 
hundred boys and eighty girls are the present 
complement under tuition. 

The Lancastrian plan was attempted, and 
failed- The order and method introduced 
among the children alarmed the parents : they 
thought it partook of military discipline, and 
was a scheme to entice or entrap them into the 
army: they objected also to their children 
being made monitors, erroneously conceiving 
that their own time and learning were sacri- 
iiced to the teaching of others. Preposterous 
as such notions may appear to the casual and 
better informed observer, the feelings of the 
parties should first be entertained before a fair 
judgment can be formed of their objection : 
this would only lead to a review of the calami* 
ties of the past, and be unavailing : let us hope 
a happier period may soon arrive, when the 
present sorrows and resentments shall be 
forgotten. Catholic parents ought to have 
every assurance that no interference will be 



MS Arrive at Baron's Court. 

attempted in the religions persuasion 6( their 
children. Hie design ought to be clearly ex* 
pjained~-that of qualifying the rising genera* 
tion to understand with precision, and discharge 
with fidelity, their several duties* This would 
generally answer cveiy purpose, as many others* 
as well as myself, have found, who have taken 
the trouble to place this point beyond the 
reach of suspicion. When and wherever the 
narrow principle of exclusion has been adopted, 
the systeqi has failed; while the promiscuous 
education of all religious sects is a powerful 
auxiliary in weakening prejudice, and approxi- 
mating Christians of all denominations. 

A mile beyond the school brought qs to 
Baron's Court. The house is a very large, 
handsome, modern building; the domain spa- 
cious, and adorned with much fine timber, 
planted by his Lordship's grand-father, about 
eighty years ago, under the shade of which the 
laurel grows heie luxuriantly. At the entrance 
of the park is a beautiful church, erected at 
the charge of the present noble possessor : its 
architecture is particularly deserving attention. 
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USTHSB LXI. 

Bamn'i Court, Oct V, WIS. 

J. HE principal part of this morning was occu- 
pied in driving round the grounds, and ex- 
amining the plantations, Tbe larches here are 
remarkably fine trees j I have seldom seen any 
larger, though the person who planted them 
has b$f» dead only a few years. A larch of 
thirty-six years* growth only was sixty feet in 
height j at four and a half feet from tbe ground, 
it measured six feet in circumference. I under- 
stood that the evergreen shrubs had been ori- 
g»ally planted with the forest treat ; by which 
means they become so established as to bear 
cutting, and form a most beautiful underwood. 

At the extremity of the grounds is a small 
lake, the boundary of which has been so well 
managed by judicious planting, as to hide the 
taw boggy margin, and to exhibit the opposite 
shore, which, being handsome and bold, with 
the presence of the water, adds great beauty 
the place* 



250 Lord Sunder litis Improvements 

Lord Sunderlin himself has been a great 
planter. An avenue of trees, leading to the 
church, is happily contrived, by planting shrubs 
and low trees within the rows, to form a bank, 
which gradually rises on each side from the 
humble rose to the majestic lofty beech. The 
inside of the church at once displays both 
elegance and simplicity. By the side of the 
communion table the reading desk is placed, 
which brings the wholie ' congregation within 
the view of the minister. The windows are 
glazed with ground glass, which creates a dead 
and sombre light, very appropriate to the cha- 
racter of the edifice. A mausoleum adjoining 
the church is erecting for the family ; and at a 
short distance is the parsonage house, exhibit* 

ing every appearance of comfort. 

> # 

In the whole of these arrangements, as well 
as in every other part of the establishment, 
appear indications of order * and benevolent 
consideration, as pleasing to the eye as gratify- 
ing to the heart. 

> * t 

i 

Mr. Bertie, the land agent, has made gf eat 
improvements in the farm ; potatoes are set by 
the plough, and with its assistance kept per- 
fectly clean. Two sorts are cultivated^-whitc, 
for culinary purposes, and black, for feeding - 
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cattle ;,the latter must be very prolific, as their, 
produce is estimated at three thousand stones 
the Cunningham acre ; the common mode of 
planting potatoes in lazy beds does not pro- 
duce one half the crop which is obtained by 
the plough : thife at length has become so ap- 
parent^ that many of the neighbouring small oc- 
cupiers have been prevailed on to abandon their 
customary practice. On his Lordship's fairm 
are raised very abundant crops of turnips by 
drilling in the seed on a peat soil after claying; 
I could perceive nothing to disapprove in the 
culture* but insufficient hoeing, which has 
been a general defect in every turnip crop we 
have inspected. The soil is so productive and 
profitable here under grass, tftat there is little 
inducement to pay particular attention to the 
arable parts of it : hence . a natural con* 
sequence, the former is well understood, the 
latter conducted with perfect ignorance, and 
as if unentitled to consideration; which to us 
has always appeared extraordinary, where lands 
let, as in this district, from three to four pounds 
per acre. Vast numbers of cattle are fattened 
in this neighbourhood : twenty pounds a head 
were paid for his Lordship's cattle to fatten, in 
October, which afterwards sold for forty pounds 
each in April. This profit, however, is double 
what is commonly obtained; the gain in 
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general on each not exceeding ten pounds 
Mr. Bertie has introduced the valuable practice 
of letting out work by the task, or job, to the 
laborers, who always, in such cases, petition for 
aa English spade j but when they work by the 
day, they cannot be induced to* abandon the 
lay or shovel* The wages paid here by Ma 
Lordship are twelve pence a day. fox nine 
months, and nine pence for the other three m r 
much above the general rate of the country, 
which may be estimated at seven pence and 
eight pence : half a guinea is paid for cutting 
an acre of grain, and four shillings for mowing 
the same surface of hay. The cartage of turf 
in the spring interferes very much with all the 
arable operations of a farm, as a large portion 
«f that valuable season which ought to be de* 
voted to preparing for the green crops is thus 
unavoidably lost. The enormous turf stacks 
bear testimony of the labor in digging, drying, 
and transporting this specie* of fuel from the 
bogs ; the subsequent delivery of which to di£ 
ferent parts of the house in winter, occupies 
the time of several persons : when the canal ia 
completed, it is the general opinion that coal 
will be % found a more economical fueL Rente 
have doubled in the last thirty years; aw} 
tithes have, probably, been proportkmaUy in* 
ffieasmd* The composition far wheat and badey 
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is: twelve shillings, Oats eight shifting*, hay six 
shilKags (nbar towns ten shillings), and flax 
srixteen shining* the acre* In soaae instances 
the tithes on wheat and flax hat* reached 
twenty shillings the acre. In Leiftster, potatoes 
do not pay tithe. The composition on all other 
produce must, however, be considered as ex- 
orbitant ; and whale it has a prohibitory open* 
tion on the production of corn by large fermers, 
it becomes oppressive, hi the highest degree; 
on small occupiers, who can employ the prin- 
cipal part of their land in no other way. The 
annual value of ecclesiastical property in Ire- 
land would suffer great reduction, were the 
number of small occupations consolidated into 
proper farms, of one or Mro hundred acres each, 
which would enable tenants with capital to re- 
store the present lands under the plough to 
grass, and by this means avoid the increasing 
demands of the clergy, and the tyrannous ex- 
actions of the proctors. 

It is curious to refer to the state of opinions 
respecting the husbandry of Ireland a hundred 
years ago. About this period Dean Swift, in 
his Drapier's Letters, complains of the advance 
of rents, and the depopulation, as likely to be 
consequent on converting so much arable land 
into grazing farms* Little was it conjectured 
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at that time ; Shit the great* source of injury to 
the Country, so fevidenfc at/ (this day, and so 
feelingly* mA justly deplored,; should irise out 
of ^ the opposite systeiu, : which, at that period, 
was so muck «feprotoated* 
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. Frotft' Mir* Beetle I received: a r very afflicting 
account of the sufferings endured: by the work- 
ing classes, two years: ago, during a wixcity; 
produced by; a failure of the; pototoe crop. Thef 
«0Mi(y 'and gentry of the country contributed 
mbst liberally towards obtaining: from otheil dis- 
tricts a supply of fobdv and the people were highly 
sensible of this kindness. He knew of "but 
one laborer who declined receiving relief ; the 
singularity of; the i , escjeption caused some 
curiosity, as the party had many children and 
no visible means of supply&g their wants* It 
was at length discovered* that this good man 
had refused to receive any relief, from an idea 
of degrading himself and his family J esteeming 
the sufferings of hunger more supportable, by 
the descendants of one of the ancient princes 
of Ireland, : than the dishonor of pauperism ! 

f 9 

4 

An honorable feeling sufficiently powerful to 
endure the privation of food, not only in- 
dividually, but extending to his offspring, how- 
ever mistaken, and to be lamented, must call 
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forth respect and admiration of sentiments so 
noble and praise-worthy ! , Birth would indeed) 
beenviable* did it inspire correspoddmg notion* 
and produce like effects, in all who had its dten 
tinguiah^d advantages tb boast I > : . 

Solitary instances are now and then to be met 
with, but I have no reason to believe that the 
dissatfc&ction pf the people, generally speaking, 
arises, from the recollection of anpient claims v 
nor do I believe this sentiment . has the weight, 
of a feather in the scale of their happiness* 

» » 

Near Baron's Court is the estate of afc 
absentee : if I had needed an instance of the 
ruinous consequences arising from this cause, I 
had now one before me ! 

_ _ _ 4 

About jEt mile from Baron's Court, on the 
road to Ballymona, there is a circle planted 
with very fine elms ; its novelty produced an 
inquiry as to, the use for which it had been 
intended ? and I found in reply, it was to mark 
the termination of the daily family drive in the 
ponderous coach and six, for the benefit of the 
air! 

The accommodation and other numerous 
advantages derived in modern time* from the 



££6 Great Improvement in the Reads* 

improvement of roads, is Hot among the least 
of the conveniences, 1 might say Meterings, of 
the present day* Though Dublin is tut* m%tf 
miles distant from Baron's Court, his Lordship'* 
grand-father was three days Off the road, and to 
accomplish the journey even .within that time, 
ittes tlitii considered as a very great exertion* 

- » 

* ■ * . . 'tti 



The library is 6*t<Hteiv* Add 
containing, among btfcftr etfriotitr bw\te> ike 
entire collection of tiid latd Mr. fidfliiiiflt M*» 
lone— his Lordship's bfdfhef. The gartteflS 
are very large, and under admirable manage- 
ment Of the vfcrious luxuries of whi<* Ire- 
land Ba* to boast, fruit cartttOt genefafly bd 
included. I shall most probably have *ti op* 
portunity of addressing you again frtftA ibi# 
place, till when, adieu. 



• t 
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Baron's Court, Oct. 8, ' 1813. 

* . » ■ ■ 

TrE drove this morning to Wilson's hos- 
pital, most delightfully situated between Lough 
(yWhel, and Lough Deneveragh. As we 
ascended the hill on which the hospital is 
erected, we had a charming view of Lough 
O'Whel, and Lord De Blactfiire's seat ; the 
scenery of this part of the lake is very beau- 
tifiiL 

The prospect from the hospital extends into 
five counties, and over Lough Deverish— th» 
spot is considered to be the centre of Ireland. 
The revenues of the hospital are upwards of 
four thousand pounds a year, applicable to the 
support of one hundred and fifty boys, and 
twenty old men; the building is large, com- 
modious, and well adapted to the objects of the 

institution. The Rev. Radcliflfe presides 

over the establishment j throughout every de- 
partment of which, we were highly gratified in 

vol. n* s 
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observing the greatest order and neatness to pre- 
vail ; not less commendable than creditable to 
those intrusted with its superintendence. Doctor 
Bell's system of education is here pursued. 
The children arpj ^jnittqd ^ronj ten to twelve 
years of age, and they remain for three years ; 
whjejj F tljpy ^rg apprenticed to some handicraft 
trade : the apprentice fee, which the governors 
biort QtmafW/cQiiteB^tiQii taiinei^f, tfs, : at 
piPf&eiB; tetofiwi &®Baft3 -fttf^gttt^iwflfc^ 

^msdves.tf^^^vbo1^>9Awl a e4dftBg jlgft;8t4 
wuU9U[?A^ej^prk\iMmrfAy Itfr|og4d ftsftn-ita 
iffeeoel a t<$ema , of L AfonNh f«ls! W gwdyfte* *h& 

emote AspeGte^l&i3i^[4rt5D0th^f Wihfl'fcf p*m$Ht 

ment. Few instances have occurred of aityrtif 
the children conducting themselves so ill as to 

ijMteifi obe#i hm$ <^wb h f^r)fe£c&ft;n}0# 

ifcfti q^6ffuf!|H)n|fttai»f;ftwt WWWtot «fc4|lfi 
pBf^^ovT4|e^;ar4eB; ^ji^is ; Qia»iis6t^, ^10t« 

cWUtraq, dfflg*&frtog^4>y tb« fttOfe autfo* *ptt 

« y T T 'lT 



IrJ&uplfr i^agu*? \t xni&ht^e further: adv^ 
^geQ«s ,|o teach, tbfl fcoys, a? is the practice 
at the .military academy, : to make , their . .Q^R 
clothes, which would employ those hours #i 
^ftic^ the ^eatber naay : .precludp work in the 

: . . • . • r 

• • ' \ ' ' ... 

« , Tbf fftebttshment is so well conducted, apd 
99 calculated to be eminently useful, th*t it is 
opt possible to inspect it without feel jugs of 
$je ^igjie^t adpir^tipn pf. Xh# philanthropy that 
dieted the hequeqt j yet it is not possibjie but 
to .lament the want of liberality which restrict- 
ed its benefits to one religious persuasion — that 
of the prptestepts T -by which regulation six put 
flf seven of ]$r. Wilson's countrymen. are? ex- 
cluded the bepeffy of his munificence. 

Th^t eyery individual possessing property 
t)i*§ an undoubted right to dispone of it agree; 
fbly to his \yill and inclination, conformably tp 
the laws cannot be questioned ; nor do I mean 
to pass the least un candid or disrespectful re- 
ception on the memory of the benevolent foun- 
der^ but to express my stropg disapprobation 
pf the narrow, merciless bigotry, which not 
pply fostered, and promoted the most uncha- 
ritable prejudices of Christians against each 

S2 
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Other, but /Which ha& been reproachf^ly en- 
couraged and supported By the legislature of 
the country.' Whit misery has not this W'fetcft-' 
ed policy inflicted on four millions of our fellow 
subjects, and how severely at this moment do 
they feel its unjust operation! A total ob/ 
liviation of all invidious distinctions should be 
a self-imposed task on every well-wisfret to the 
country ; the practice of this virtuous sfenti- 
ment would by degrees have its due in- 
fluence, and highly contribute to the general 
happiness of every rank and denomination of the 

people* 

• . • ' •> 

We again met Mr. Garnett at the hospital : he 
was engaged at backgammon, and I was much 
pleased at the spirit and activity with jvhich, at 
the age of eighty-four, he contested the game. 
In another route we pursued, on our return to 
Baron's Court, we saw, about a mile from the 
hospital, a new church recently finished, and 
near it was another charter school. : 

The surface of the country over which we 
passed was much broken, and the soil, as usual, 
greatly superior to its cultivation. That there 
should still be advocates for the old practice of 
planting potatoes in lazy beds, which here pre* 
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vailed, is only to be reconciled by recollecting 
that all errors have their champions; yet the 
pianifest advantages attending the use of the 
plough in this culture pot only in , planting, 
gathering, and in producing a g^ea^ejr jreturn> 
but in their superior flavor, by being freed 
from wet, which in most seasons occasions 
great loss and injury ; would, it might reason- 
ably be expected, have been sufficient induce* 
ments, long ago, to have produced more con* 
verts, to a practice so evidently beneficial. 
Where the plough, however, is injudiciously 
used, there is a danger in cleaning the rows, if 
delayed too long j as without care the lateral 
shoots may receive some injury ; in which case 
the plants shoot downward, and the produce is 
always reduced in size* In one instance, I 
remember to have incurred great loss from a 
late operation of this kind, and was not aware 
of the cause, until it was discovered by sub- 
sequent experience. An open channel for the 
escape of the water being constantly preserved, 
is another material recommendation to the use 
of the plough; as it not only preserves the 
manure, but benefits the present and future 
.crops in a high degree. A mistaken notion 
generally prevails, that potatoes ought not to 
be taken up until the haum begins to decay. 
As soon as the skin is sufficiently hard and 



46& New Coihmunieatioti mfh Granard. 

fixeii to bear the frifctioA of gathering and 
Removing to the pit without injury, the crop 
foray b6 safely harvested. I am perpetually 
obliged td store potatoes in large quantities, 
thdiigh Wit and dirty ; bat as care is alwayi 
taken to hive a strong fcurrent of air passing 
toVer the heap, the effedt of fermentation is 
carried off, and the moisture, which otherwise 

* 

-would remain and cause decay, is dissipated; 
The earth adhering to the potatoes is of ser- 
vice ; for when it becomes dry, it contributes to 
their keeping. > 

» _ 

We passed over the bridge at Baflycock, for 
which the country, in a great measure, is in- 

• * * * * 

debted to, Lord Sunderlin : a commuhicatibn is 

■* • * 

thus opened with Granard, iand the inhabitants 
<6f a large extent of country, no longer under 
the necessity of carrying their produce five <* 
aix miles round the head of the lake. Such 
appropriation of fortune, and ekertiotis of itf* 

* # 

fluence to promote public convenience, arfe 
highly honorable, and in the end often pibvfe 
as beneficial to the patriotic designer and pro- 
moter as t* the community. 



. J: 



Nelar the bridge ia a farm of his Lordship's, 

. ♦ 

where wg first saw cattle sheds, in the oc- 
cupation of a farmer. We quit this delightful 



• -V 
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place to-morrow, highly gratified with all we 
have seen, and all we have heard. A few such 
resident proprietors would soon give to Ireland 
a very different aspect. Adieu. 

T,r,M <>\:-r'\"s i J» C. C. 
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LETTER LXIII. 

Ardbracken Houie, Oct. 10, ISIS. 

ww E reached this kind, hospitable roof yes- 
terday to a late dinner. The journey was long 
and fatiguing for our horses, as a part of the 
road was hilly, and the distance from Baron's 
Court little short of fifty English miles. Our 
first point was Mullingar, eight miles — the 
land immediately surrounding the town is 
equal in fertility to the best we have seen in 
Ireland: the remaining stubbles bore incon- 
testable evidence of weighty crops, and the 
management of some of the farms seemed to be 
tolerably good. 

From an eminence too miles short of Mullin- 
gar, we had a most extensive and beautiful view 
of both Lough O'Whel and Lough Eunel, and 
could distinguish the woods at Mr. Rochfort's 
at Belvidere, which has the celebrity of being 
one of the most enchanting spots in Ireland ; 
we were, however, at too great a distance to 





Mutfingifr. %6$ 

form, any judgment of the: beauty ipr which it 
# so extolled, r ; 

;.-,..•■ • ' 

Mullingar is a town of some extepl ; the prin- 
cipal street is above a mile in length, and the 
houses, &t& generally ;gopd ; Vut tfce quality of 
dirt . and filth before < the doors did not pre* 
possess us! in favor of the place} possibly we 
satv dt >r in itbis respect, to a disadvantage, owing 
ta jetpntj^in and great passage of sheep from 
Balftadslote. As the grand canal to Dublin 
passes, the town, we, had an opportunity of 
seeing, one of the passage boats; the accom- 
modations were good, and we understood its 
progress to be abotrt six miles an hour. 

, This neighbourhood has recently been dis- 
gtacgd by the banditti mentioned in a former 
letter, who style themselves carders; and al- 
though punishment has overtaken several of the 
offenders, these outrages still continue. 

* * * 

At Mullingar, we quitted the direct road to 
Dublin, and pursued that leading to Athboy : 
we breakfasted at Reyqella, the seat of Mrs. 
Rgynell, five miles frcpn Mullingar. At Kil- 
burn, two miles before , we reached Reynella, 
.we were agreeably surprised by the sight pf 



left Descripimffi fteyndla. 

&rite'fW Hetefdr<feltf¥£ bken, an! -% *W aTOei 
of turnips, which had been indiflertsftly 4ftfed» 
and were greatly injured by being left too thick 
dn^egrototf. r -> ~ f: ' ' *=•'■> «'■• ' :•* •'- •'. - '': : 

111* * ■ ■. • f ~ •"*%#•»• *#k • . 

-'*«* I'"" £* I f ^ * _ - A. . W.*..J , _'. ^ ' ^ ' .Jl.^ 

: ' ' Rfeyn^tt, ; &e : seaf ^<Mi$ R*y«eftj im *ufi 
Been toHlt*nbi*?«tfiini %wfen*y y8ar$-%feat ttsfe 
Has bfen fekHibrfM fc-the plantation*, and in 
ffirinlng '& piece- WF'wfetfer. -Mr. Reyndl,in his 
flay, 1 Was es<66ffiea'*nfe^f the ttHHsti spirited 
Improvers' iri Ireland* aftd his fe&ampifei had an 
efctensiVe effect. The premature deilth of» 
gentlefcatt possfessing so high a character wa« 
justly fetihsimSred & ptililie loss. He ittttte§K&i 
the dematld 4 ft)rTabor> and tftus cfeateti &$gj£ffit 
of industry highly beneficial to the lower orders 
^tib 'fefttertto'dfa due- s^ise of their obliga- 
tions, l and ackVioSvledged them tfkh grafotWde, 
Hiis gentleman Vas always respected by th^ttk 
as their adViser* friend, aftd benefkcWtt, i&ftfc* 
his death, Mrs. Rtynell pursued the sku&e system 

of improvement ; and at the time when the 

* ... . ... 

frebelKon first made its appearance, she was 
actively and Anxiously employed in cottefdfetiftg 
a sheet of water which bad given employment 
to a great number -of people. Conscibtte $bot 

r 

the interests and happiness of the 1 Abetting 
classes in her neighbourhood had never been 



* p" ^ ♦— 

Great Intrepidity exhibited by a Lady. 26^ 

* 

neglected,' but always kindly attended td, &H& 
confided in the gratitude of some, m&thi 
common sense of Others, that theV ftould not 
destroy What it was so much theit iriiertest to 
preserve! ' 

This Lady had the intrepidity to remain in 
her mansion, and putting arms into the hands 
<)f her siefvants, and being otherwise prep£r#d 
in case of emergency to protect her property, 
was resolved to wait the event. The*vien6rk- 
lion and attachment of the people proved htt 
complete protection and defence, as she sus- 
tained not the slighest loss or iryury of any 
description. 

This circumstance furnishes another 3n&&tic£ 
of Irishmen, who, though feeling no respect for 
the laws of the country, and thoroughly dis- 
regarding" eveiy personal consequence that 
injght attach to the violation of them, W6rfc 
yet gratefully alive to the remembrance '&¥ 
bbligations, and revolted at the idea of repay- 
ing thfeir benefactors by lawless and* incon- 
siderate violence. A people, oti whoin con- 
sideration and kindness have Such influence, 
. iire more to be pitied than Condemned, whei 
acting wrong. Where many and real griev- 
2 



s 
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ances exist, in any community, it cannot be 
surprising that ihey should be exaggerated, 
which, when fomented by ipischievous parties, 
lead to the fatal adoption of measures for re- 
dress, that in the end do but augment the suf- 
ferings previously etidured. 

F ■ ; • » 

; .The farming buildings and offices at Reynella 
are judicious and extensive, and the management 
of the land is superior to most specimens of 
husbandry we have had an opportunity of ex- 
*ninjng. A certain portion of the farm is 
devoted to the growth of green crops ? which 
were well managed, and great pains bestowed in 
cleaning the ground — the clovers grown with 
ray grass were luxuriant — the stock well se- 
lected, and excellent — the Hereford oxen were 
equal to the best I have usually seen. An ox, 
a descendant of one of the Woburn bulls, much 
resembled the far-famed bull, bred by the late 
Duke of Bedford, and was a very fine specimen 
of the breed. The Leicester flock was a choice 
collection of the breed of sheep from that, 
county. Ten pounds of clover, and twenty- 
seven pounds of ray grass, are sown per Irish 
acre: had a less quantity of ray grass been 
used, the crops of clover would have been 
better. Potatoes were principally cultivated 



permanent IifyrdwntoiH+t Rh/nella. fttiSt 

in ftzy beds. Is it not wonderful that -the 
production of a crop^ whi<& may be considered 
as the staff of life in Ireland, should at this day 
be so little understood ? 

Mr. Reynell, about twenty years since con- 
structed a water meadow of fourteen acres: 
the work was judiciotftly performed, but it 
is at present a little out of repair. Early in 
May the grass is cut feu: hay, by whieb prac- 
tice the depasturage for at least a month or 
five weeks, up to the time of cutting, is 
lost — an important consideration where there 
is so much stock, and an inadequate supply of 
green food. The produce of an acre oP Swe^ 
dish turnips preserved till May in Cumberland* 
may be valued at forty or fifty pounds, on a 
comparison with hay. The young stock bred 
on the farm are very promising, and do great 
credit to the bailiff, who has lived very many 
years in the family, and appears to unite great 
practical knowledge as a farmer, with much 
zeal and an ardent attachment to the persons 
and interests of his employers. 

The survey of this establishment afforded 
me much pleasure : great indeed was the loss 
of the proprietor who originally projected the 
system which has been persevered in, during a 



fffla Condition of thz laborer , 

feUg mJBority,.with so much abi% : ipd,«prife , 
J.<WiP^t h# feel a [peculiar desjrfs that • the 

J»OTg:;gef<?M»ap, who. is ,now nearly ; of age, 
may be inspired with the same motiye$,, and 
influenced by the same philanthropy, that di- 
rseted^he conduct of his (patriotic father; and 
that the regret for his loss, and the respect foe 
tfee : meniory of such; a pajpnf, may stfjiuilafti 
Wm •with a.o ambifipyj emulatio,n of worthily 
supplying his place. ; •• ;; 



,) i 



* ^b Athfeoy, eleven mjjps, the country i$ well 
6W$osq(L Ttyo instances were presented to u? 
«f th& tprnip husbandry. » The crops of graiq 
appeared tQ, have been good, and the tillage 
pf jtlpe land 'tolerably well conducted. ; ( Ai\ 
gbMQd^uce ef litpestftpe gravel ytk oljseqred jft 
ftlj t pai^0fwii4riv^. 



i * 



Notwithstanding the fertility of tlje soil, ancj 
Jtegre*fc*etqrp$.tp thfi ppcupiers, the eppdition 
tffrthe &berpps gppn it seeing to bear no re* 
Jftt&B pr affinity to either: extreme privation 
and poverty were the evident . indelible cha? 
racters of their pitiable situation. I attempted 
to eater one of their wretched cabjns, but the 
atnbkg was so dense and offensive, I could np£ 
retiiin in it so long as to distinguish oqe ob- 
je$ firOm another, and yet a sufficient time 



not impm&h&itefaWftyvfxik^Soil. fr« 

ttia vafan jwpry/ ooonqwaaiotoie *tf €ctkm**4liit 
hiiiSkn .aoA o*tg»al (b<arig&*]pof 9&»ng) igfdtot 
idflri^tifagi^jp^^aiid^Vo^H^ m>tndts£r*cd 
^thtgher[ifi^S)rtefiftiliC9^{ should ibcf fqpb 
pellediisi Feldst . iwwjsa (diicxwijwtefaoe^^cw^hiah 
humanity revolts, and proclaims a cruelty not 
to iis£keta dog ! Fuel being dear and scarce, 
and cold being less bearable than smoke, the 
door was kept closed; habit may — nay, does 
reconcile the latter, whilst the former could 
not be endured. 

From Athboy to Ardbracken is computed 
eight miles ; but I should suppose it to be much 
more : the soil appeared to be very good, on 
which there were several extensive farming 
establishments ; and as far as a hasty judgment 
could be formed, I should select this district 
as the best specimen of husbandry, speaking 
generally, that we had seen in Ireland. . 

The road by Kells is esteemed to be more 
beautiful ; but being somewhat further about, 
we preferred the shortest line* Wood alone 
is wanting to make this a most lovely country ; 
and as its growth is prodigious and rapid, 
the encouragement to plant can nowhere be 
exceeded. The luxuriant growth of the shrubs, 
was a matter of no less surprise than ad* 



rt* 



at Ardbracken Houtei 



i • ♦ » • " ■ * 



Miration : I do not know any spot < more fa- 
vorable ■ to every species of vegetation. This 
has been a very fatiguing, though delightful 
day ; but let me hope that the detail of it i may 
not have proved tiresome to you. Adieu. 



« '? 
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LETTER liAJtv* '. „ 

Ardbracken House. Oct. 11. 1818. 

* , i < • • 

THOUGH Ireland iv not subject te poor 
kws, tile county assessments applicable to the 
repair of the roads and various other purposes 
fbrrt a heavy charge, which is skid to' be little 
jAbrt of e million yearly. This .tax is imposed 
by the grand jury^the chief constables first 
obtaining their sanction, which i& confirmed by 
die fist of the judge* < 






Of eat coitoplainta) have been madd of sinister 
lewi pervading the grand juries; and as tHfe 
prevalence of ponropiionio^he jiublie goneerafe 
of Ireland is notorious, 1 t|ie suspicions whether 
founded in juttice or otherwise, is easily di£ 
fosed* The administration of distributive jus- 
tice is loudly arraigned, owing to it his important 
office devolving on insufficient parties, from the 
DtHfcber of ^usffified end unexoeptiooabfc itha- 
facters wfeo 4s absentees are lost to the court try. 
Latteriy, barrrieters have been appointed te 
preside At tile Quarter Sessions of each county, 

VOL. JI. T 



274 Want of Decorum in Irish Courts of Law. 

and much benefit is likely to attend this wise 
regulation. The proceedings and discussions 
in the several districts will thus be more analo- 
gous, and a more impartial distribution of jus* 
tice promoted. 

The want of solemnity and decorum at the 
i&i&eB is to be, deeply regretted : neither judges 
nor council appear in -their appropriate disss* 
The .dign&y and order which as ©reserved in 
„„. our" ... Uw, M r,c ra «,t £LfcU, * 
create veneration and inspire respect in the 
: several < orders of . the •. people, and are highly 
Worthy the attention and imitation of the Irish 
bar. Tl„ people i. IreUod h.« long con- 
sidered a want of interest among the higher 
ranks as tantamount to criminality: its in- 
fluence i in their opinion caa control the opera- 
tions of the law»*-can. obtain pardon /for the 
commission of the, greatest crime > and no 
offender suffers: condign punishment hut the 
person who is destitute of powerful friends to 
intercede for him. 

.. A thorough conviction of strict impartiality 
in the-, enforcement of the penal statutes, is in- 
dispensably [requisite. to give energy; and effect 
to, all civil institutions ; and resort should , be 



;/ ' 



* 

bad <to every measure which r£y p^sibiUifr , ;c&# 
tend to establish this confidence ip , t\\% n#qfe 
of the people, and raise it in the pyb^pstimfrr 
tion. 

. <A$ *n example of the e flfeat ^ ^hie^^r^igi # 
d^^^pareaily tr^ 
may bq cited the ppepa^atiye pe^pa^y qf ^n 
Ei^U$h judge .to his passing sentence of death v 
He tak;es frofli his bag a small black capy pffhich 
hedeliberately unfolds aodpjaoe? 9*t4^tjtati* 
this aigaal anaounces theiiupeti^g^^^f;^ 
criminal. Those who Ijaye paver -witnessed .jfc 
might suppose that this fornu$ty .is ;catoi}ato4 
rather to destroy than; promote the a\yfukessof 
the occas^pn $ but the reverse of this rcoojecture 
ia $he fact * the solemn sUence ! ^l»ich pre$ed*s 
the lew tpiputes in which the judge is thus 
oqcnpied has a powerful operation on the 
audience. A general sympathy of feeling is 
created by the anticipation of the dreadful 
denunciation & fellow-creature is doomed to 
xeceive. The ear and the h#*rt are attuflfld tp 
thd melaQdiolyoccaskp), and every wprd j^Ijiph 
falls from the jucjge beco^s dpuWy i^prqssi^ 
from a Mnioa of aenti^e^. 
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The humanity witf» which Ifte.qrioHffll^w in 
pcuted is ^ frgght part of ^r; euptjtfttjop ,; 



VT* UMtetMed Man the CrtatWtdf P anion. 

feaifatrou* as is the penal Ct&e, tfie mHfln«s 
Wfcfc Which it i* administered greatly dftarmg ft 
©tf its horrOri. 

To dilate on the morals of the people of Ire- 
iMfidV WouM feqttire a fflore Intimate knowledge 
of their enangfer? anda much tongef t esfttehee 
In the eefttntry than has been permitted us', oil 
the present occasion. Their Conduct is fl& 
quetrtly merited by the most incredible absurdity 
and opposite extremes ; one hour dignifies th« 
Man with every kind and noble Sentiment— <he 
next degrade* his nature by sets t>f the inost 
brutal malevolence. Man, uneducated, is the 
creature of passion ; and in his contempt of 
legal t estfaint, he feels he has aright !» become 
the avenger of his own Wrongs. The instances 
of savage ferocity, which occasionally ocdttr* 
operate to^ the general discredit of the Mth 
character. 

Mr. Arthur Young has furnished a deplowMfe 
picture of their moral state in Home parts of 
Ireland^ exhtbttfng the tower order* as s» lost 
to all sense of decency, as to consent to the 

prostitution of their wives and daughters to 
their landlords and superiors ! This accusation 
has recently neen repeated. In conversations 
with the wetl-infotmed, in various parti of fit* 



• x 



V^9h -..*>& SP^Pm fw* diflfafit pfflh 

these charges are unfounded, *n4 Afftjjtyt 
parties who have stated them were grossly ini- 

». #wy if#¥ Jm wwwwfcy, HWtertfcdljr 

of the people I anj.^wua^ &$*tff^ &* 
no $xjstepce. The truth of these stories has 
been so frequently and so solemnly denied, and 
disproved by so many corroborating circum- 
stances, that I cannot but reject them as utterly 
unfounded. All the individuals with whom I 
have conversed on this subject consider it a 
gross libel on the Irish character. 

In no country * are conjugal and parental 
affections exceeded, more warmly or powerfully 
felt, or more sincerely and unaffectedly exhibit- 
ed, than in Ireland : it is these, and these alone, 
w)uch communicate to the wretched cabin an 
interest and a charm which recompense the 
cottier's toil, and compensate all other priva- 
tions. Is it then possible to credit the existence 
of such unnatural baseness and dereliction of 
every virtuous sentiment in characters where 
the affections of husband and. father so con* 
spicuously predominate? And among those 



tbbi iWtfr ^Hhrtii i i sense, or rkther a pride tif 
ftelily' honor exists, ric* 'less incorruptible than 
dfctim^tibfe with so revoking and degrading 
^ Wtjtffesicence- 

'Tti-tnorto* *e shril bid our valued friends 
tihdtir Ibkhbspitable roof fare weH, and proceed 
for Bkfck Castle, whence most probably you wfll 
Hear item the again. Adieu, - • \ - 

* * * • 
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THE pkaeure : our I*st vieit d^v^ fiiow tfi& 
unremitting kindness ,and , attention . of out 
friends, and the few chances that so retired * 
life as mine affords of any future meeting, 
made our parting, yesterday truly painful. 
Neither time nor distance can ever 9blit$rfttg 
the esteem add regard now iwpxmed.onws 
mind} lajrf in f the pleasurable review of the 
various! incidents which have .contributed, to 
the! hnpjpinessi of this tour* the friendship, and 
utfeanity of the amiably residents in ^rdbrackfta 
House will always occupy a pre-eminent place 
in my recollection* 

Mr. Rutfton's cottage is delightfully situated 
on the banks of the Boyne, a mile from Navau, 
where the soil is highly fertile. Mr. , Ruxton, 
though well versed in the best theories of agri- 
culture, yields his better judgment to tfye erro- 
neous practices of the country, and white crog^ 
are grown after each other successively. As a# 
instance of the power of vegetation op this farm, 



280 Mr. Ruxtoris Farm and Plantations. 

& field which had borne an admirable crop of 
wheats and which was cut in August, was im- 
mediately ploughed % pother crop of the 
same grain. The prodigious quantity of grass 
which it immediately produced caused a delay 
in tiowiAg «h£ wheat* that the abundant herbage 
might be fed off with cattle ; and it is now re- 

plbugfeftig^ftt ifre see*V had I a*t had sfa 
apporteni(?f 4$ setting SI, I should htm deemed 
sutth^ statement apocry^h^!. 

; Hie Swedtoh turnips wer* goad— the **tt» 
dues itifcrabfe, ttoiigh imperfectly hoed and 
cleaned. Mr. Ruxton staled that it *«s «• 
intention to put 4iis form iftt* a rtgiAar rotation 
of cropping, and to give it a prajper cleoningt 
By carrying thfe wise rescfcitkm tfteadtiy iftte 
effect, be wiH, by «trtm an example^ not early 
render an essential sertfefe to We waghb*ut>h©oa» 
but materially benefit himself. > <• 



thriving plantations on MK HutfxMi's 
estate are aH of iiis own Tearing, «nd ware 
planted about thirty yea*s«go- 

By means of loetfc &» *aribui parts of tire 
river, the Bdyne is. made navigable from Namn 
toDrogheda, trhefe ike distilleBies and axon. 
tidmWe trade in g**m hayerecenUyjnade «he 



Gtn**l Jto&kitmof tto People* *M 

fcrnter place a.tM{>q<*ibfe «onw»askefc Th* 
Ugh. fdct which wheat has lately toroe hat 
iadmfidfth* growth of it on all kinds of lajjdf 
v&A a»mo&**te crqpp only have indemauW 
tfcciuraerv 4»ch ftracfttaea may ultimately prov? 
«^irioM3 ftof hi* feteoetf. 

<% » j . • i «... * 

; We hare been continually subjected to iiv 
iquiriss a* to the general disposition of the peo- 
ple to turbulence or tranquillity. Although, 
as I observed in a f^nper tetter, we, had no 
maon ty juip<*t My pieiftatod disturbance «f 
the foment fcepose, yet w* iwe wqtia)$ed to 
fits a gfleerftl epfeipo 4* 4be reel staJp $£ the 
pwbbo feeKng* < Fwfftioftfl to the extent eu- 
ffettd jft MmA nwpt prpAmw discontent, the 
1 l#mnt^airt^^^4i*a^P^n^ and ho w- 
Hirer the gwM» the'glpneus wpfk of reform in 
this jpott toantifoUpfewi may be deferred, it 
nMHt fee f^riMwrfy undertaken to prevent those 
fetal cooseqpppcw which await procrastination. 
The experience of every hour persuades me 
thyfc there jpe no ptfrer weens of accomplishing 
ihis*fduau* *a$k* *j»d *f establishing ap unequi- 
vocal end perfect wtisjhction in the -country, 
than by woprQviegtfee opadition-af the warkiqg 
otaaea. Of the, meaner to wfcjph *<> a certain 
extent this blessing may be conferred, I have 
already offered an opinion, which subsequent 

S 



««£ Tranquility not: to be enturtd by Coercion. 

s 
• • t . 

information and' reflection have fhraiftbed no 
teason to retract. ' Theinefficacy of force has 
been manifested by the experience of centuries; 
Coercion, 'sustained by an overwhelming mil*, 
tary power, by depopulating the* country* 
might produce a temporary calm ; but it is t£%* 
last expedient which ought to be resorted to 
for the attainment of 'permanent order, and 
dbediencefto the laws and civil authorities* > 

t 

• • • ■: • 

The violence which appears from time 1 to 
time 4ti resolution* of catholic meeting*, is re* 
presented as the artifice of a few designing in* 
dividual*, ' who, though so * loud * in demanding 
catholic emancipation, ' dread nothing so much 
as its being conceded;; By concession, their 
consequence would be extinguished j and their 
powers would cease with the means possessed 
of inflaming and influencing the untaught minds 
of the lower, orders. The ' abrogation of what 
remains of the penal statutes wotild demolish the 
existing barrier whrclK divides the people, and 
be the happy occasion of 'temoving those mutual 
jealousies and prejudices which have now so 
pernicious an effect on the minds. 6f fti&i of 
both persuasions, and are not less degrading to 
the nation than injurious to its peace and pros- 
perity. • '"' ' -. 
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Some good Fartkmg near Navan. 383 

To Shine's Castle, five miles, some very good 
forming appeared between that place and 
Navan. Mr. Buxton's brother has a fine 
estate adjoining Black Castle, which is under 
a good system of husbandry : the thorn hedges 
are flourishing, and the fields regularly laid 
down for grazing. About three miles from 
this property we observed a church, and near 
to it was a very fine round tower, die top of 
which was covered with flags. 

Highly gratified with the day we have here 
passed/ we purpose starting early in the mora- 
tory for Drogfceda. Ever yours— Adieu. 

i • t 
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the fast tf r^ jpjjw, of . jthis amtrflii^Vi 

JWWfy. .ffe, .¥)Pm fflWpudfc ac^wainied,, th$ 
forming of which is^^i&^r Jhfm; ft 

most districts of Ireland. 

tion, su^owded >J ^gfipt $*{£** # w°4* 
an4 wlyJe it commands a beautiful view of the 
Boyne ana its rocky margin, Mr. Lambert's 
' woods at Beau Park contribute greatly to its 
embellishment. The village of Slane is neatly 
built, and entirely new. The quality of the 
soil between Slane's Castle and Drogheda is 
of promising appearance : it is a liver-coloured 
loam, of very superior staple and value, proba- 
bly alluvial — its cultivation by no means such 
as it deserved. 

Two miles short of Drogheda is the ford 
where King William passed the Boyne : a rock 
at the identical spot forms an appropriate base 
for the pillar erected upon it, to perpetuate the 
memory of that great event. The homage 






Description of Droghtda. 3iS 

pad %q Kiiftg Vmifom by a pdrtfofl af thtf Irfeh 
IHttioff fesM not oil ?ba€ fbun<fertiofr Whkh ill 
toy opinion pritxSipft^f ' entitle* Mift 10 tl» 
tsteetH and r^peef of fxWterlty. Hit 6hligttt- 
«ned poiley add Hb*ffet fiewr with' regard to 

fetfgfcta, are the mosfe Itl&mbtfcJ jltfrte ^f^t 
ehardete* ; and. greaty Ask ib* > W - iameflWd 
that the bigotry and revengefW' prejudices (}f 
the times should have defeated his good inten- 
tions j for in the succeeding reign 'Intolerance 
and persecution reached the acnie of barbarism. 

// i « » 

- » •• • » • 
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' ttfogheaa is a Kafidsome commercial town; 
built 6n ihe bahfesbf tHe 8oyne,.whieIi' rapidly 
rise from the ' river. The approach to it 1$ 
through a street of great length, consisting for 
the most part of miserable hovels* The princi- 
pal etteet, m well as the new houses on the quay, 
are substantial an<% handsome. The improve- 
ments in the town have been rapid during the 
last few year*. Difficulty attends the accesa to 
the pott, owirtg to the winding course of the 
river dowtt do its fkfl into the sea and the shal- 
lowness of water over the bar, formed by the 
discharge of its waters. The Corporation pos- 
sesses * considerable revenue, and large sums 
have been expended on embanking the river, 
with a view of deepening the channel : some 
benefit has been derived from that measure, bat 



2«6 .* Trade of Drogheda* 

rtill it requires two tides for vessels, after p*sei()$ 
the bar > to reach the quay. To remedy th^ 
mcoaveoieace, it has bcfcn proposed fcqro^ke a 
canal in a straight line to the sea, and by the 
assistance erf juices a greater depth of water is 
ejected to be obtained. At present, vessels 
of a small draft of water only can reach the 
quay at Brogheda* 

In consequence of the distilleries having beea 
at work a few days, barley in great quantities 
was arriving from all quarters. The roads were 
crowded in all directions with Irish cars, laden 
with this material for the supply of the manu- 
factories, the importance of which to the, state 
will. appear from the following statement.* It 
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*« «« Tbe following stills are all at work in this kingdom :-~ 

Thirty-three, producing every twenty-eight days, 893,873 

gallons, at 5s. lid. per gallon, duty 266,299/. 13*. $J*f.— 

per day, 9,510/. 14*. 0±d. — per hour. 396/. 5*. 7cT.— yielding 

a revenue to Government of (supposing them to work eight 

m+fiths in the year) 2,130,397/* 6s. 4d. Graii} re^uired t at 

the rate of six gallons of spirits for every barrel, amounts to 

148,979, barrels, one-third of which must be malt, yielding a 

revenue of 34,968k every month, and * f * : . ." . 

On the eight working monfa In the jtnr . . . «. .-. • if tft ,f4* MO 
Which added t* the whiskey duty 8,130,397 6 4 

Mokes a total of r ,£2,410,14* 4 

" The benefits of such a stimulus to agriculture are evident, 
and would be still more valuable if they Were not purchased at 
the expense of the morals and industry of 4bf i l<*ret elta*&," 

5 



Manufacture % of Spirituous fyquors. 2$3 

may indeed be urged that if the use of! ardent 
spirits were totally prohibited, such i$ the na- 
tural propensity of man to intoxication, that he 
would become so by beer or some other fer- 
mented liquor. Prunkenpess, hQW€v^r f ;sdpr<^ 

moted, might, possibly be upended with the 
liJte>eT# consequences to the community which 
attend inebriation by spumous liquors, as the 
exhilaration produced by the fwmer; i* speedily 
resolved into a senseless stupor, while that of 
the latter inspires the inebriated with a danger- 
ous frenzy. 

! I 

' * ' 1 

• • • 

Greatly as agriculture is promoted by the 
home distillation of grain, the sacrifieeiof hutjian 
happiness, health, and morals, is paying too 
dearly for the M benefit derived ' to httahtndryt 
The yearly advantages accruing Xq tbe revenue 
from the manuftciure of legalized, poisdn; leave* 
little reasqn to hope for the adoption of mth 
regulations and restriction? c»i the sale of spirit**- 
ou* liquors, as would . place ifce inordinate us* 
of them out of the reach of the laboring classes. 
Intemperate gratification in ardent spirits ought, 
if possible, 1ft be. restrained, .instead of the law 
against drunkenness being allowed to sleep, as 
drinking to excess is the great bane to all th$ 
little comforts of the lower orders ; and though 
a perfect conviction of the. direful effects too 
often, attendant on inebriety be admitted among 
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them, yet the indulgence ha& too mafty tempta- 
tions to be resolutely abaftdofttd. ' ' 

We inspected the distffcety of Mr CotW, 
which i» very extensive. Here we'sa* tfre flMt 
*tearti*engine wholly <tonstttfettf- ft fteklhd, it 
appeared to Work extreitttfy WeB,' and d&s 
great- credit to the Dublin foundry i the rem 
ef tfce rnaihinery seemed well adapted to 1 thefr 
various offices. The exertions df Mr. Cod"d fefc 
a variety of undertakings hove greatly benefitted 
and materially contributed both to the agtieut- 
tural and mercantile interests of this district. 

We visited Mr. Tandy's ftrm, four miles fixMA 
Drogfredft on the southern bank, and near the 
mouth of the Boyne, whence we had a complete 
tfew «f Ifeti exit of the river and the proposed 
tin* of tbe canal, which appeared to be a feasi- 
ble project, and likely, at no considerable ett» 
pense, to answer a valuable purpose. Should 
a communication be formed by means of another 
canal with Lough Neagh and' Lough Erne, 
Drogheda would become a place of great trade, 
not only in the transportation and exportation 
of grain, but in other domestic and foreign 
produce. 

Mr. Tandy's farm at Morthingtdn, Oftrt 
Much for {he gratification of an agricultural 



W&t Mt. TaWdifs Farml' si^§ 

Vialtdr. Thte'clorera^erte rfemaAably cleaii^aiid 
sown on land in high condition. Eight pounds 

of seed are found sufficient, when drilled in, for 

« • • • 

i&6 IriSh acre : if a proof had* been required of 
the rapid and luxuriartf growth of clover iii Ire- 
hiiidj hfere were fcmple deinon$trattbns of the 
Act. ; Ten acres of cabbage had be £n planted, 
btitth* season had proved 'unfavorable to their 
gtotfth: b&tide Whicbj there Wfere fitfe aci-es of 
Swedish, and five acres of white turnips drilled, 
well hoed, and very clean. In all, there were 
tWeirty acres of greten 6rbp— an unusual number 
on* so' small a' ferm. The care and attention' 
bestowed oft the crops,' arid particularly* w iir 
tfrefr' bt&tig -'kept cfeafn'; cafctiot bte ' ; ekceeded, 
dttd* would entitle Mrl : Tandy' to tfre* rdjtatatfon' 
of a good feriiief'itt aify country 1 . " '" ' • : ' r% 
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Much of this farm had been ploughed until 
it Wad Exhausted and overrun with weeds : the 
exertions of the present occupier may be esti- 
mated by the presence of some few remains of 
what at first he had to 'encounter. 

There is infinite pleasure in the survey of a 
farm under a good system of management in 
any situation ; but particularly so in a neigh- 
bourhood where it is the misconceived practice 
to do every thing which by possibility can coun- 

VOL. i j. u 



Sdo Corn Market at Drogheda. 

teract the bounty of Providence, and tender tbe 
most fertile soil unproductive. 

■ * ■ • * 

s . ' ' . : . . .. 

» _____ 

The corn-market at Drogheda is a spacious 
handsome building. Considerable quantities of 
all sorts of grain are exported to Liverpool, and 
some oats are sent by the return of coal ships to 
Whitehaven* The number of opulent people 
in Drogheda is considerable, and the society on 
a good footing* 

We had the pleasure of meeting several of 
the mercantile gentlemen as guests of Mr. Codd* 
It was extremely pleasing to be a witness of the 
spirit and confidence with which an augments 
Axon of the commerce of the place was by these 
gentlemen anticipated. I sincerely hope that 
their expectations may be realized. Adieu. 
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Collon, Oct. 14, ibid. 

We arrived here this morning' to breakfast; 
and though our distance from Drogheda is but 1 
six miles, yet as we have been ascending during 
the greater part of the way, we perceive ow 
elevation to be considerably above the^l^vel rf 
the sea* •■■<■ ; >•*'** 
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Hie soil has altered greatly for the worse:' 
nothing can: be more ungenial to tillage* 
than the ground occupied by Mr. Foster, 
whose farm is the only one I ever saw that 
could put me in good, humour with my own : 
the surface of it is a meagre white clay, su£ 
fering equally from wet or dry weather. A 
propitious season for th? cultivation of fcuch 
land but seldom occurs* 

, It is very unfortunate that Mr. Foster should; 
have had' so unimprovable a subject on whk* 
to* operate^ as, with his knowledge- and *inde^ 
firtigable. : exertions, he could nbt have &ited 

u 2 



492 Description of Cotton. 

in exhibiting the advantages of a good system 
of cultivation on any spot, where it had been 
practicable. As a planter, he is eminently dis- 
tinguished ; for, in spite of th£ sterility of the 
soil, the elevatpd situation : of Collon, and its 
uninterrupted exposure to the winds from the 
sea* his glapt^tioqs grow very luxuriantly. 

„ CqUq9»u a* remarkably ; aea$ idlUge, wad, ei> 
ttrsly buftt; by Mr, Rrttet:; the cabino are vagr 
ttdyy, the. walls wjbke-WasUed,and the roofs. co* 
v*j$d wiifc Welafe slate. The chuqch i* an ex» 
tttitoety hatjdwKHB building* with ca .tower of ycsjp 
chaste Gothic. Dr. Beaufort, who was titft aiw 
chitect, is now engaged in fitting up the in- 
terior,, wbitih will be.m? leas ekgant than appro- 
priate* At aiaha# distances from thejchitodt im 
^ ¥ery^gwd f i paosoilage house. A cotton m*t 
nufectory fwnis6ese«Rl0yme!ii; to many oflhe 
inhabitaatsilwithin its #alfe> and taiodwf&wbyai 
Uttftvevife tbmr. own: hoases $ besides* which, * 
Lanc^afko ..sckffol iani a diepen**iy. . are*, ah* 
Oflt^tliabedsia tfee villagk •; ' < >* * 
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Our first object of attention before we rode 
tfttawghv the > plantations, and, oner the Faun, 
tfei& m«ming» wa& the nurpecy? wHkh wan 
fboaerfy a greater curiosity fthan, a* ptanqt* as 
it Jtitt one of the, firat in Ireland* Mi* ; Frater 



• ■ Sl*K &thrts Numrif Gtotaw?.^ 38ft 

ftjiiffd ih&mdti compelled either t© raise ftfe'tiwh 

seaSHfrgs, -dp 'to itnporif tfefett from E&glarid <o* 

• ^Gotland. The nursery contains several Acres, 

;alnd 1s Welt arranged and Managed. In this 

%jtft«*ary- I behfeid the greatest Variety of 

shrubs, evergreen and deciduous Ibrest trett 

I have ever seen. Here, with great pains, had 

fcam fctfleeted ^vety kmrtra specie** of I the oak 

(qtrertm), feevfcral Of' which hi& fceeh irigr«ft*d 

•Witfilsddns'ftoito Other trees. 

• 

In Wales the old English oak is yet to bte 
Vnet ¥W*i bat very Seldom elsewhere': the 
^original' soVere%n of our groves bating been 
- { ba*iihfei by' the Korean %htf Flemish oak, in 
cWsatfflenee of their iftote ripid growth. The 
*eoriisdf the oM Englteh Oak hiive Ho foot-stalk*; 
and die timber Is specifically heavier, Wtteii ih 
•water, then that of the continental oafts which 
treurp ftfr place. I should hence infer, that the 
oak now gitown in Irdaml li of foreign origin, 
as it is said to be equally valuable with the Eng- 
Itafi, abd to grow much faster ; a r2bomtitenda- 
tion arising probably from the same cause which 
produces fetich luxuriance and rapidity ih the 
gtfowth of all the frees, with the fexception of the 
fefcech, whieh seenife to make the least progress. 
Hie American tribe of bog plants have been 
happily introduced With great success j as im* 



£94 A pwt extraordinary Rko4odtndron. 

n&edi*tely beneath the surface of i«ert white 
♦day. is a deep substrain of. pe,at, which is 
^peculiarly suitable to their growth* Through- 
;4tijt (he plantations the laurel 14 interspersed ; 
$; thrives well under the forest trees, and i^ajtes 
a most be^utiftil underwood- 



, i . » 



j . TI>e psayilion, Mr. Foster's former residence, 
is oipw; occupied by Colonel Foster, who is 
making very material additions to the place. 
The peat, here lying very near the surface, 
«g}VG* tpall species of plants* that delight in a 
J»ggy K& A : ^nost ftstonishing luxuriance, J 
,jne£sur^jl , round the >. spreading branches of a 
( fjiQ<tg£ef}dro9 fdwnit ten feet high, a*d found 
«thfir cjrcfjRiference tp be eighty feet Surprised 
^ I was pt the abearance of the plant, I took 
^he dimensions myself that I mjght speafc with 
,cpnfidpflce as to the feet, I think this shrub, 
J*P«gh lpss lofty,, c^ered paore ground fhan 
the largest Portugal laurel J ever saw, , 

: .K^ar the pavilion is alsQ a printer ijfir^en, 
tppQtaiqing a grea^r numbpf of the different 
Species and varieties of shrubs, than, perhaps, 
MP ^ be foynd in any collection throughout 
,tbe empire. Specimens also of the indigenous 
igjrassep of; Ireland, amopnting to the number, of 
-Whty.four^ havf ; _been here_ wiUfl^edi <he 



Vast Number of Tree*, Shrubs, and Plants. 39* 

totai iitftnber of grasses growiflg iri"Irefehd is 
stated at one hundred and sixty*fi>ttt. 
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4 Among the carious fbi-est frees were a weep- 
ing' larch, and an oak, peculiar td Ireland, that 
has the same drooping propensity; ' ' In shorty 
the prodigious number of trees, shrubs, airid 
pkfctsy wtaieh Ihftd never seen liefore, wei-fe 
itffinitfty tieyond my powers of rejection* : ': 

Mr. -Foster^ botanical knowledge, indefa- 
tigable etettitais, and 1 skill in all hist operations, 1 
have rendered him not less a successful than an 
e*teifcive platiter. Above six hundred Irish 
acres have been covered with wood under thr^ 
gentleman'* superinfcendaftce and direction; 
giving to each acre about three thousand 
plants. As the forest trees require thinning, 
tfceir nurses, the pine tribe, are weeded out to 
allow to the former room to grow and spread. 
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The most desirable qualifications in a planter 
are care to protect, and courage to thin ! ' How 
few do we meet with in whom are combined 
these requisites! Mr. Foster not only pos- 
sesses the knowledge ot their indispensability/ 
but acts Up to the conviction thence arising, 
and is ahb in every other respect the best 
gentleman-manager of nursery grounds, plan- 



$86 Wefkfy S*le?f Timber mul^&Md. 
I have hadj£$j^»9t»f#fei>..;v.<> I ••( •»» Jr. ;> • 

tWo daj§ in.pach ;*#& dujdag :rt»ef igieyiterHp^rt 
9£ *&£ ypar, , rjjf. ptess ^fitfeffty Y«wtf friwth* 
$ell. for two shiljjpgs a fhafc : BrorfflWHtduCfr 
faggpts, #ft .half a guu?ea ! the.jKfftifei»&qx;Aiife» 
pence. * gftne-nrfol} #<j: dear <afti.Qoab ftfc D*»h 
gheda. , With the value of the bark from the 
larch, for $3 .purpose. >of tajming* I liadMhe 
picture of bringing MttEtate? aj^M&tftft. . :■ 

• r i • . • r » 

Mr-WhitP,: of B^sfigI4 pteBtft&HH ,.i*idtb» 
copntyof Quxhaoi» ha> gi«a$ pigrjt i« bU . at- 
tention $$ this subject,. J<a g^es whttw Itrafe 
is felled for the proprietor's Use, , this appro- 
priation of, tfs tyiirk must add greasy to .tb& 
value of the trees j hut where the. tiwbejf jfe 
sol4 after it is stripped* the loss of idjajyupf «k 
ment in the girt must be taken into consider- 
ation; as jq moat ct^ee it wpultf f*oae4;the 
general allowance. 
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The gipuwl wjiutfi i* {0ante4 *t*l|» J «afc 
ceive, on an ^M?r*ge organs, afford «■ greater 
return than jbag it been uiyler » *ystf&i of con- 
vertible husbandry ; af it if> $^lqulate4 tfepttftt; 
the fxpfrfttiw of aisfy ywa, J&* tmtaf «n 
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Planting a most profitable Investment. 497 

eaoh .acre- will be worth: at least fbitf hundred 
pounds,, ifrhile the tbmmngg of the plantations, 
after/thirty years' growth, wiH produce ten shif- 
tings/an aero f 






Photing, aspn investment fer capital, exceeds 
all other speculations in its profitable and cer- 
tain return ; as it is a sinking fund of fifteen per 
cent. ftQfti thirty to siltty' years' growth of the 
tree*. :• Ho bowitiy exhibits greater tefriptations 
for indulging in this bene&ial and ornamental 
application of such parts, of the stkrftce; as 
would beW^e employed in tRis valuable prac- 
tice, than Irelarid j xvhere wood thWves 'in all 
wtuatianfr-t-where waller' carriage, at le^tfbr 
rafts, would reality b&' bbtftified, and ; wheri 
every twigi in some wajr -or k)th6r, would add * 
emfiwt to the cottiers tabin. , Thousands bf 
seres, no^wa&e and Unprofitable, might' at an 
easy expense be rendered ftiore productive than 
krtd of the Battle average qualify in England. 
Fencing ia the principal expense. The plants, 
and the labor of planting them in Ireland, may 
by contract be obtained for three pounds, and I 
should calculate the fencing at about two 
pounds per acre. ' Admitting the fee simple of 
the ground to be worth ten pounds, these, to- 
gether with' compound interest in sixty years, 
would amount to one hundred and sixty pounds. 



398 Premiuins for Planting. 

The value of the . land per acife,. covered with 
timber frees,; at the expiration of this term, 
.would be equal tc> four hundred pounds'; which 
would leave a considerable balance in favor of 
the plantations, even on a supposition that the 
expeiwe of pkntifcg^ and fencing are bene tin* 
derrafcd. 

. The Dublin Institution* in the year. 1784, gave 
a premium of from two to four shillings a thou- 
sand, according toi the size and age of the trees; 
also, for all planting which should be certified 
as being properly and sufficiently protettfefl <bjr 
fencing. The sum paid in eight years amounted 
to one thousand four hundred and ninety-foui 
pounds, on somewhat lesfc than twelve millions 
#f trees, which is less than a million and a half 
per annum : a proof of the inconsiderable pro* 
gress which, planting at fchat time had made in 
this country; for on a supposition that three 
thousand fjve hundred trees had beets planted 
per acre, the whole extent of g* rinnd planted 
would not have much exceeded the,4atae num- 
ber c(f acres. The premiums, however,: hadthe 
good effect of inspiring a tajste for planting, and 
of promoting the establishment of nurseries; 

4 

The hedge rows on this extensive estate are 
the particular care of its attentive owner, who 



Carxef Trees inHtdgfrr**** \ 390 

farnfchta to Jthe tenants the requisite) white- 
thorn plants and tte&ti , these ate* planted; at 
prescribed distances in efcery fence by the do- 
<mpiqrs v who are bound by their leases: to <pw*- 
tect them. Nothing can be more beautifiai 
than timbers interspersed in hedge rows, which 
contribute to beautify the country, though it 
must be acknowledged they do not promote the 
interests of agriculture- 

The: laws in Ireland respecting planting are 
highly judicious. If a tedant be disposed to 
plant, h» may register the trees he plants ; and 
j& on the expiration of his lease, the- landlord 
and tenant cannot agree as to their vadue* a 
jury fixes, the consideration fof the trees 4hen 
standing on the form so. planted; which must 
be paid by the landlord, or the, tenant is at 

liberty to! convert them to his own use. 

* k 

The expense of planting in England has de- 
creased two thirds, within the last twenty years ; 
the facility with which all kinds of plants are 
propagated, and obtained from the nurseries, 
have greatly reduced their price* Trees of less 
size, and fewer in number, are now considered 
to be the best practice in planting, while the 
tedium and expense of cleaning the land is 
generally avoided. . Fitting the .young trees, 



*» VateeyfMr. Foster's Plantations. 

in fhy ogiBtep^isthte best tfiode, ae tbe losses 
toe kfi^ ami I cwiteiw the' progress of the 
Quirts ;grta*er* Bad I toad may indeeision «f 
«epipicta as to the ^ manifest advantage* of plants 
i*g, the survey of this sw*oing woold have 
taiwineed * j me. to stay years, Mr. Foster's 
^rtahttttt^a y21 be wtfrth fe greater ftutri tfeaa 
the sale of Ms whole estate at preseift wmid 
produce. Every other part of his property is 
under judicious management. Timber is fur- 
nished to the tenants for the buildings they 
okay wish to erect; bat thefy are bound to cover 
them tfith style, no ttraw being permitted td 
be thus applied. Agriculture suffers grett in- 
jury from the general practice of thatching 
wfch straw in Ireland: probably the produce 
W one hundred thousand acres is annually thus 
disposed Of, which, if judiciously converted into 
manure, would be sufficient to fiUpply twenty- 
five thousand acres of arable land. 



t r 



♦ The togs in Ireland are, by Dr. Beaufort, 
estimate ae two ftiHliofis of acres, or nedrly a 
mtith-pitft «f th* island^mountains* waiter, and 
wastes at' about three millions ; hence it follows 
that, if Ireland contain eighteen and a htilf Mil- 
lion* of acres, thirteen and a half only dan be 
applicable to the purposes of husbandry, which 
•wouM allow bat two acres and a quarter for the 



His Farm a secondary Object. 801 

subsistence of each individual of the present 
population ; yet from the general use of po- 
tatoes, Ireland is enabled to export produce t<* 
the amount of eight millions sterling. 



t T 
i 



The farm here is only a secondary object ; I 
shall have the pleasure of communicating my 
observations on its management and appearance, 
to-raorrow— till when, aditis* 
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LETTER LXVIIL 

Cotton, Oct. 13, I81S. 

THIS morning was devoted to the inspection 
of the flurm, the intersection of which by' 
numerous roads renders its occupation very 
commodious. The yards and buildings are 
complete, combining every object of utility 
with great convenience, in the attainment of 
which no expense has been spared. A number 
of ploughs were at work, drawn by oxen j and 
though the soil appeared untractable, the 
ploughing was well done. I could not, how* 
ever, but entertain an opinion that deeper 
ploughing would have had a good effect in 
rendering the surface less retentive of water ; 
to effect which, great expense has been incurred 
in draining and leading off the springs. The 
till, or sterile clay, lies so near the surface, that 
as soon as the roots of the grain reach it, they 
become yellow, sickly, and cease to thrive: 
to remedy this evil the ridges are gathered by 
the plough to a considerable height, which, 
though supplying a greater portion of earth to 

5 



Ikspcctkn of Mr. Fester's Farm. 30$ 

the plants above the till, is attended with the 
inconvenience of the crop ripening unequally, 
and. when lodged in the furrows, its having no 
chance of rising. We saw a field extremely 
well fallowed and ready for sowing, which might 
then have been accomplished had not' the rain 
of the preceding night precluded the attempt j 
and when the advanced period of the season is 
taken into consideration, it is! *x#> improbable 
that the sowing of it may be . retarded till . the? 
succeeding spring. ■ : 



The production of profitable green crops oo- 
such a soil, if not impracticable, must be pre- 
carious* I was somewhat surprised at the great 
number of « acres dedicated to .potatoes^ which 
long since have appeared to mean exhausting* 
crop, and injurious to good husbandry in all 
situations, as it requires so large b portion of> 
manure without making any return ; but on a; 
poorsoil baneful to the cultivator. The artificial 
sown grasses had not a promising appearance. 

» * , * * 

Beside the difficulties inseparable from the 
management of so ungenial a soil, Mr. Foster 
has to supply manure to a very extensive 
kitchen garden, from the quantity he is able t* 
collect, from the farm j this necessarily deprives 
it of much of the dung to which* it is fairly* 



9m Sc^d^Pibugl^Ca^d^ds.Mngli^Spade r 

entitled:; a ham /ba iMchi prrisMy* it: wotM 
ve& be subjectjed, wero ifc^ncrt v as I ;b&fort 
stated, aii object of secondary ' i Aiportarioet 
Ashes, however, might be reseated to, and I 
should^ suppose isuccessfbUy^ ' iit iwlmft : rda«r 
they wbuld/aflord/greifc; relief to^thedim^ 

heap. ■ •:•:, - x ' 
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A considerable tead of stoefc appeared; art 
thfc fdhrr; the kmg-horaed, cattle had been tfseft 
selected: a cross from an fndsais fccbtfriuMl 
produced most gigantic animals, which seemed 
to be particularly well adapted to the ploi»gfi or 
cart* . . r •.■ .. '• ; ;• 7 J : - . :•? 



• * 



The price of labor* I understood t a be som& 
thing less on an avecage than a/shilHng a dkagn 
I was glid* tt> find in Mr^ Foster a d*cikied> 
enemy to the trusty: :.< Ipr i has - . complete*^ 
banished this incumbrance fiom among fair 
forking laborers* The Sfcotth pkm£hv oarty 
and English spadfe, arer m constant use onrthe 
farm j the rent of its arable land is forty shillings 
an acre* and that, of the: faeaddw still' higtftr. 
The usua! term of leases, under simifaur rents, is 
twenty-one years, which are renewed two yeaa* 1 - 
before the expiration of the terbii Thes*l 
coataiR Several judicious pauses. f Tte teoflrtitlP 
are bound to keep the buildings fcnobyfcc; id- 



in constant, Z7<* <m.A&. Foster's Farm. 0Of 

good . repair; inj«te pf neglect, die landlord* 
if etitfb neglect be Arit notified* after notice of 
his intention, is anthbri?ed to enter and repair 
lunuelf, mthi pome* to distrain and levy to the 
fill! akmoqat'of ike expense incurred. 



Mr. Ifotfer has not only no objection to, but 
encourages, the suhdtfting 1 of his farms, to thf 
inhabitants of CoUon, who are enabled by the 
shuttle and not the pldu^h, to pay their rental 
In particular situations this mode, to a certain 
extent, may be beneficial to the holder as well 
at to the proprietor $ bot it decides nothing aa 
to the general policy of the measure* The 
pernicious effects, so evidently discernible from 
the general practice of sub-dividing and sub* 
setting estates, is not discoverable here j a dis- 
position In the people of Coilon to emigrate, 
and jack their fortunes remote 6am home, has 
prevented any material addition to the number 
of inhabitants for yearly the last century ; and 
until within a few yc*n, when the population 
with the produce* have betfi teen augmented in 
ceosetfnenoe of great eadfasums in the oeigb» 
Jmtfbeed, , 

v The principal eiril in Ireland is the absented 
nhip, jnkjjygkrtoftbsffleaaaiq too many ef the 
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Whit Dr. Beaufort. 

upper classes for the employment ofl the: sipere 
abundant population ; and the reprehensible love 
of ease, and the apathy, which pre vail among the 
lower orders* These, augmented by the want of 
appropriate services for single persons, and the 
numerous obstacles to their search for occupa- 
tions from home,, unceasingly augment the 
population, and render the condition of alimoi» 
desperate* Westmoreland, where die landed 
property is more, divided than in any county in 
England, and where . the respectability and 
comfort of the inhabitants ace uueqdaHed* 
would long ago have been in the same situation 
with Iceland, had not. her hardly and ie^wtriws 
sons sought independency, flu- ISrom their native 
toil, by their own virtuous exertions* 

t 

We visited Dr. Beaufort, who, qn a small 
scale, it an excellent farmer.. . His > mode of 
cultivating .potatoes on . wide stitches, and b$ 
frequently earthing theta up, corresponds in* a 
.great measure, with the practice on my .own 
ium; the produce, by. these means, is greatly 
increased, and the quality of the potato? much 
improved by being kept dry, which is seldom 
the case in the old-fashioned culture in lazy 
-bedsi . Dc* Beaufort had . recently reaped fifty 
stooisof wheatv*w»;sheav4s-to llfestabk* ipm 
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IttitogntiUes in Ireland, s < ~> 109 

a Statute ac?e j' he prdftwroWnwcifrfrieMfijr to 
totting, ami the appearance *tf his clovers did 



■ 1 r ^ » 



credit to bis husbandry; f ■:..v.' i - . , .> 

z* * ^ ■ • ■ . t > , • . » j „• . .j ».?.•» .i * 

• " The account given ofl the. numerous iregnh* 
tion* and improvements majie in Ireland; wtgria 
the hut thirty yearsy furnishes by » implicatidiri 
«sty repulsive picture afritt fetate and condition 
fKdvious to ttet >tittt^.>' f The county of X31are 
has always* been represented as> one of- the 
poorest and most negUctcki in Ireland; > Old 
storks have been pres^ved of! customs formerly 
prevailing: there; whiph would hare been m- 
erediWe, had f they not received some sanction 
from the more - modem ' details of other drctttft* 
stance^ equal in absurdity, by Mr* A* Young. 
The incongruities observable at the present 
moment predisposes the most unprejudiced 
individual, oh visiting .this country, to a belief, 
th&t the invincible distaste to order, fitness, 
and consistency, with which he is hourly 
amused, is inherent, and not a disposition ex- 
clusively appertaining to the present genera- 
tion : as, for instance, what would excite more 
risibility in England, than a carriage drawn by 
sumptuous horses of gteat value, without glads 
in the windows, or even blinds to protect the 
parties within from the weather ? 

x 2 



908 Consi&mbie EtipmMtMf* cntfie Roads. 

< The expense incurred on the roads is «* 
ftiually very great 5 above a thousand jpouads 
are expending to reduce an acclivity of ftfteeu 
feet in the road near this place j in this work, 
the footers appeai; to have i»e objection to 
•ofcage; as it may possibly be some advantage 
to them, bjr their being allowed to inate this 
labor subservient to the work 00. their farms. 
The capital of an amble fertaer iA reputed in sW 
pirts of ihe country to be smaH 5 the Jtent it 
mrrear to the landlord, aa I faeeaxte informed 
cm the other side tof the ialaad, fororing the 
principal part <Hf hit capital; but this fe not 
the ease with grating farmers, whole occupa- 
tions are extensive, and whose capital ltmat be 
equal, at least, to the stock whkh : they de- 
pasture. 

: JFame has not done justice to Mr. Foster's 
merit as a scientific and extensive planter : and 
such is the nature of the agricultural subject on 
which he has to work, as to preclude the possi- 
bility of his being distinguished as ft good 
practical farmer. On only tolerably good ao& 
such an exhibition of labor, perseverance, And 
talent would have produced very different re* 
suits* Adieu. 
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Clyde fttfai, bet, 14 f 1813. 
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We left Cation this morning soon after six: 
the night had been rainy* but, consistently with 
our usual good fortune, though contrary to all 
expectation, the weather cleared up, and afford* 
ed tts an opportunity of enjoying the beauty of 
the country. In the first part of the five mjles^ 
to Ardee, the land was poor* and we had to 
contend with a sharp ascent j but on surmount* 
ing that difficulty, the stubbles indicated that 
the soil had much changed for the better, and 
the management of the fields, as we approached 
the town, did their occupiers credit* 

. Mr* Ruftton's seat adjoins the town of A rdee, 
which is a neat little place, with a handsome 
church nearly completed. This gentleman's 
farming establishment is considerable: the 
little we could see of it from the road disposed 
us to think favorably of its husbandry $ it is 
well timbered,, and the stone fences were in 
good repair. 



310 Colonel Filgate a. spirited Improver. 

To Clyde Farm from this spot, is six mites £ 
the whole of the way presented' an interesting 
country. Colonel Filgate is a spirited improves, 
and an extensive cultivator of green crops* 
His loss by not bqgjrng ^is Jufp^jp is, however, 
very apparent. It was the duty of a man who 
had tbfi s^e^er pf\» ^ut, to watch the turnip* 
and prevent depredations : it is extremely 
vexatiousi to a farmer* < jkhctagh . hi* loss may bt 
more iinagijfcwry jtha# real, to . see, bft , turnip* 
pulled up aad scattered about; a far g^eaftr 
loss is frequently sustained by his fences being 
broken; .down, his field-gates ljeft ypw* > #0d 
cropa of aH descriptions subjected . tp the j eifr 
eroacbmen* of his own and: : fci% \ Jaeigfybtfurs' 
cattle. ; i 
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We rpassed the extensive: domain of Lof4 
Louth: on the state of his I^wxtekip's jmtweb 
or on the stock which we saw feeding up#ntfcem, 
it is impossible to observe favorably. Great 
paios have been taken to dot ^yery field, by 
transplanting trees of considerable size, . witfc 
such precision and* regularity, that their ra^ks 
appeared at first sight to be in imitation of a 
light infantry manoeuvre ; at present they add 
no beauty to the appearance of the plaee. 
• ' , - *' .* • 

Two miles short of Mr. Fortescue'? we crossed 



kit* Mto tfortescue. > * •'-- 



the Cfyde/sAd on it* northern side 4b^i*ved 
gome excellent pastures; On entering Mti Foi^ 
tesouef8)esta)kft ths Ortfc* and appearance o£ the 
febcis^tbe^ coi+ectness : of the ploughing, an& 
cleanness of the surface, presented a gratifying 
and novel picture. A farm having been recently 
Wt to Mr/ Startefpue's blailifl^ at five pounds an 
acre, a new fimnJiowse with appropriate buihfc 
fags wate ^erecting* IbrWi oceu pattern. flClm 
w&ebt stubbles bore incontestable evidence of 
tfcb goodness of the last crops : on a> pari of 
these clover had .been sown in drills, andrat 
B^etaumantpfaufrl have teldom seen. The 
^dalhy.of' the soil lis excetieht— miich superior 
to that occupied by Mr/ Tandy ; both gentlemen 
have the njerit not oply of understanding, bin 
of practically pursuing, a good system of hti& 
bandry ; the superiority of soil, however, gives 
a (dooded advantage! to the exertions of Mr. 
Fdrtescnev . - 

The cottages at the entrance of Clyde Farm 
are particularly neat, and had the effect of pre* 
passessiAg<me in fwror of the proprietor before 
I had the pfeasbre of his. acquaintance ; for in 
my hlnnble estimation of the marks of distinc- 
tion, the proudest that can attach to any opulent 
residence is the apparent comfort and hanni- 



3 ft Mr. FbrtwcuJs Jform Yard, B uiidmgs, 

ftps a£ the* Subordjaato iniividxtok faptelctaajft 
i* surrounded* The houseis a i^ay itoofcrtabte 
j»a0)tot>» and uncommonly weU kept: scwteJno 
•Id tint** about it contributes to its etnhelli*- 
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The fainvy ard dad buildings art very am* 
j&Odious* Here wo mw a thre&ing*nadim* 
Ml A staple cowtrtfctiod, costing only; thirty 
pounds, Which, we understood, fkkfafmeikikf 
Work in a satisfactory maimer? as #l»f a well-> 
aottrired weighing<imGfaiii4. Qm ait itxpenU 
mental .farm tbi* latter aM st ant jis t w rni Ml y * to 
Jttder tpin Aot only, the weight of crrtps^ >bat tb? 
weighfcof giten food daily «p|rfiad to i)be caffle, 
with their weight apd po6gi«s«ureimpro^mciifl 
wl^ facetting. -...*. i- .•••• ■ :iv.r-u.< ; V, 

excellent condition. There Were some actet 
of green crops, which in point of culture and 
9toa#i*G84' were/W>t inferior to those <rf \ the 
Lcttbians* A &op of : the what*: globe ntapup 
1996 a* luxuriant, that , X wished to fcanr 3if 
weight ascertained: 1 fated tba jpjrodadBtat 
forty tons the- statute UacrOM^by the Unjighing^ 
machine it was found somewhat to exceed, any 
estimation. We found the iron ptougha* atert, 



and supmdt Mode tf Miubuitiry. tif 

and «*efe approved : deep ploughing it prac- 
tised with much success, and executed ht a 
masterly manner. The drilling is correctly 
fterffarinefl, and the intervals kept perfectly 
clean : oti this depends the whole merit of the 
system j for where the hoeing is neglected, the 
practice become? injurious. In the sedulous 
attention to thtf performance of this duty con- 
sists the ehief iexcfeDeHce of the Norfolk hus- 
fcthdrp. > Nothing can detract from the pre- 
eminence to which that county and the adjoin- 
ing onetrf Suffolk are entitled, in respect to the 
system of drilling. 

Articular attention fa paid to the culture of 
potatoes : the drills in which they are planted, 
fey irieiffls of the plough, are wide, for the pur- 
pose of dealing and earthing up the crop. As 
Ae cottiers were busily employed in taking up 
theirs from the hoy beds, it afforded an excel- 
lent Opportunity of ascertaining the weight 
produced by the different modes of cultivation.' 
Th6se drified yielded at the rate of three thou- 
sand otae hundred and sixty-eight stone, or one 
hundred and fifty barrels the Irish acre; the 
best of those planted on the lazy beds, one hun- 
dred barrels, or two thousand and sixty stone ; 
but the produce most commonly obtained doe* 



«1* ^\£htoftot'*f the\Cattier*< ^ 

not excfeed ^eigh t^ barrtfl8,; £>r one 'thousand she 

huinirtdiand fifty stone* •;> r 

• • • • . i 

* . Tbe,fields are ^uarq;and r w(eU.fe^pj?d7--the 

bedgfiS ™, cpmpfc^e^ gQod^o^er:. t&e Clyde 
occasionally inundates and, iiyuj;e%^. large por- 
tiou of the ( mp adows, an^yil whic^t probably 
might ,j# .remedied |t jt fio, ; he»vy : expense*; 
The order and. .regularity which. pervades every. 
department of .thi$. psjtahlishm^nt is Jughfy 
pleasing, Wages to. the, cottier «e f a shillipg, 
3-day, and from six pence, to eigfct pence is paid 
to the women. 
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To. each of Mr. Fortescue's cottiers ground 
is let sufficient to graze a cow, and, wh§n requirw 
ed, for proyidiog it ^Iso with hay, beside what 
may be, necessary for their, potatoe crop : these, 
several advantages are allowed on reasonably 
terms, not exceeding a rent of five or six pounds 
per family* I have not yet seen any cottier^ 
who were so comfortable, or whose* dwelling* 
werg so clean. All that surrounds: them ir 
Stamped with an air of contentment, proclaim-* 
ing the possessors satisfied and fyappy. . This 
can never fail to excite a corresponding feeling 
in the bosom of a considerate spectator. The, 
tithes, as usual, are. here a subject of great 

2 



Good Fatwting Management. BIS 

complaint, and, oik a reduction/ m the price of 
grain, must.be usguribbs to agriculture 
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Mr. iFortescue'a Armfaffords Ito t hta oownfrjr* 
men an opporiaraity of seeing ra«d exflfcteingf 
good farming management, ewnbiiied frith the 
best system of husbandry extant, without their 
being under the necessity of leaving their own 
island in search for conviction on the beneficial 
results of the one, or the information necessary 
for their own practical adoption of the other. 
It has, as might reasonably be expected, already 
created in the neighbourhood a spirit for im- 
provement, and awakened a desire to imitate 
the like valuable practices. Mr. Norman, 
whose residence is near Mr. Fortescue, has 
commenced a great undertaking; his green 
crops are on an extensive scale, and, for a first 
essay, are well conducted. 

The stone fences are excellent, but costly, 
being formed of flat stones a foot in thickness : 
a bank of earth is thrown up behind them, and 
on this is planted the white thorn, which grows 
through the wall on the opposite side, and makes 
a very permanent and ornamental fence. 

I shall take my leave of this hospitable roof 
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fckh mpcU regret, : and not less ' scrticftudb \ fbr> 
the successful *esidt of this specimen of good, 
farming, which I have had the great satisfaction 
of inspecting. Happy iodeed would H ibei Jbr 
hreland wore wore such laudable examples to 
be fotmd in the conntjy* Adieu. > * ».• 

« • f a f 



r , i 



r • 

t • 



1. 



j I 



f > 



t « 



> * 



• t 



* > 



»♦ 



I. 



. I, 



1 



i 



» 



*N 



*i • 



mt 



« r 



* ■ * 



• * « J * 



» ( * r 



LETTER OX 
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Cl«rf«cUe, 0<t. 15, WIS. 



™HE hnpreqftons produced on «ny mad from 
our survey af Clyde Ftrj* created at the ajo* 
meat iquch satisfaction, and wiU furnish many 
plesaifig xefiection* hereafter. It is not possibly 
that the spirit of industry which that example 
ha? excised should not extend and become as 
highly beneficial to individuals, as conducive to 
the general happiness of the community. 

« • 

Two jwilesfrom Clyde Farm we 49am crossed 
the river, and proceeded for some miles by its 
side* On approaching Colvjtye, though in itself 
a pew miserable town, we perceived sone im- 
provements carrying oo» The soil i* this neigh* 
bourhood is light, ead the crops appeared to 
have been 



From Colville to Castle Blaney the fifteen 
ire hilly — the cabins miserable— *he <^un- 
try thinly inhabited, and poorly cultivstwJ* The 
direction *f the road, which formerly rose in a 



SIS Cattle Blaney. 

straight line over the hills, is now undergoing 
an alteration, by which many of the acclivities 
will be avoided. 



* , t ,- »•- »< 



Five miles from Castle Blaney is a neat cot- 
tage farm : on the grounds about it a consi- 
derable fexpenditure has taken place, which 
shows what might be expected from .good ma- 
tiatgement: CAbftut Catftte: Blaney the pla&fe- 
tfofis arid'in&bsure& have a'mdst pleasing eflect 
bii ifocceedihg to> the f poor nafted ; country 
through Which we had passed', 'fche JtJhurcln 
which staittW Ad an eminence abov# th<* 'toftta* 
& fe fine object; an adjtfrtitng lake -is also a 
gr&t addition to the beauty of the placte.' 



' * • * . j* 
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Lord Blaney's seat is at a short distance from 
the 'town, tffcich is of considerable exteAt. It 
rained so violently for two hours that we Wfere 
unable to leave the inn. Our engagement at 
Clorifeckle was paramount to all personal 'in* 
convenience, and we determined'on setting out; 
though the rain was very heavy and with a pro* 
spect of its continuance. We escaped, however, 
better than at first we had reason to expect. 



c • • 



We had yet thirteen itiiles to Armagh, and 
six further to Dr. Richardson's. For the first 
eight miles we were perpetually- climbing, until 



v I Arrive Af>Gl6nfe*kl& r S!% 

'W armed in the wild regions o£ elicited *bafc 
*enness* Fromthe summit of the bill' we> had 
been ascending, the view of the county wafc 
very grand, extending to the neighbourhood 6f 
dLbugh * Neagh. The city of Armagh being 
built on the aide of a hill, whose top is occupied 
by the cathedral, was at a distance a very fine 
objects it is a considerable place j the new 
streets are handsome, as its the Archbishop'* 

•palace adjoining tbe town* 

* * ■ . 

. » > ■ » 

The country to Cloiifeckle is well inclosed, 
and tolerably /well cultivated. We' droteed the 
Black Water two miles *short of this hospitable 
mansion.: The kindness with which we were 
.received at Clonfeckle instantly » obliterated the 
unpleasantness of a wet drive ; we have, how* 
ever, been so particularly favored by the west 
ther, that it would be highly unreasonable to 
complain. Ireland is reputed to be a wet 
country, and doubtless it is so ; but we have 
had the good fortune to pads through it in a 
season of remarkably dry weather. 



« * 



The enthusiasm of my friend Dr. Richardson 
is interesting in the highest degree. All the 
energies of his mind at this time are directed to 
the propagation of the florin grass: in spirit 
and philanthropy he has f?w equals j the proud 



«0p Rr, Rkhttrdml$ Zeal in 

distinction of being respected us the friend of 
h& country outweighs every other conaideofc- 
tion, and renders him insensible to the labor, 
trouble, and vexation which he daily encounters* 
■Calculating on the zeal of others by his own, his 
expectation* meet continual disappointment in 
the want of ardor or exertion on tbd part of hi* 
pupils And converts & yet in defiance of. all hb 
discouragements, he entertains not the least 
doubt that florin will, in time, be brought into 
general use and cultivation. 

< From the experience of its ralue, which I 
have had as a former, I am persuaded it has its 
limits : in its proper places it is highly beneficial, 
ty\xt these are exclusively confined to the hqg, 
the swamp and the water meadow, where it 
will make a large return ; but there, mid there 
only, should it be encouraged and cultivated* 

The deluge of rain which fell an the pro- 
ceding four and twenty hours is by no means 
propitious to hay-making : and in the moment 
for the exhibition of his crop and his process, Dr. 
Richardson was unfortunate. The wind, how- 
ever, this morning had become brisk from the 
north, with a bright sun : one hour after turn- 
ing the lap-cocks, which had been cut a fort* 
flight, prepared them for the stack. . 

5 



protowtiflg the Growth of Piorin. 3 2 1 

\Ve had an opportunity of seeing the florin 
here on various soils. The first specimen was 
of four years standing, planted in a clay — this 
was poor, and seemed to be suffering from 
the want of water, and the intrusion of other 
grasses. The second was a plot on a lighter 
soil, having the advantage of irrigation— this was 
luxuriant, and it was observable, that where 
it had received the greatest accession of water* 
there it was the most plentiful. The hay which 
bad been made from it, with the exception of 
about two acres, still in lap-cocks*, had been 
stacked in the field. Such parts of the florin 
as had not been exposed were of very fine color* 
I carried some of it to the horses; at first they 
were not disposed to eat it* but after tasting it, 
they seemed to. prefer it to clover hay* The 
next crop was on a peat, from which the 
surface had been cut down within a few inches 
of the level of the water: here the florin, being 
in its most appropriate situation, was exuber- 
antly abundant. 

* 
* Under circumstances similar to the last ex- 
periment, the planting of fiorin mbst be a 
wise measure j as it brings surfaces, which be* 
fore were wholly unproductive* on a par with 
soils of infinitely superior quality in their neigh- 
bourhood j and when the immense number of 
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322 Disadvantages in cultivating Ftorin. 

such boggy acres in Ireland are taken into 
consideration, the benefit which may be de- 
rived by the cultivation of fiorin on them be- 
comes a most important object, and entitles Dr* 
Richardson to the thanks of his country. 

The weight of a crop of fiorin hay is great } 
probably, not less than six tons the acre* It 
requires to be well weeded and kept clean : it 
should seem that my friend's directions on this 
point had not even here been duly obeyed; 
the best specimen of fiorin was full of weeds. 
I am disposed to believe the difficulty of keep* 
ing these crops free from the intrusion of other 
grasses is greater than has been generally sup* 
posed, and that many experiments may have 
failed from this cause alone. Fiorin does not 
vegetate till late in the spring ; the early grasses 
have from thia cause a great advantage, and it 
becomes more difficult to be kept clean. Where 
water cannot be led over it, a weighty tap 
dressing is requisite to ensure an abundant crop* 
Though the fiorin crops here were not equal to 
some of those of the Bishop of Deny, the dif- 
ference is perfectly accounted for, by the 
superiority of his Lordship's soil, and the sullage 
of the town, with which some of his Lordship'* 
crops were irrigated. The little solicitude shown 
by Dr. Richardson in the exhibition of his crop* 



Phria btnefitial in proper Situations. MS 

to the bart advantage* and which a little iAore 
attention to their weeding would have effected* 
evidently marks the conviction and confidence 
of hfe own nmd, m to the value of His adopted 
heritage. Jkftm rimy' be made ocmdoaive to 
t he cultivation of extensive tracts of . laifcd* 
hiiftertd considered at> ctf little dr mi vahsei , Jjf 
aft Startle, f.tttotitt; not be disposed terinti^ 
flufcfe ik ofe a*ty'gi&ti»& not capable 6# being 
irrigated, and Wh«*e itlwas notto be conaideiad 
*& perthanetit meadow; It cannot be esteemed 
at tb# rtvad of «t» bw* grasses, bcrt as one wTlick 
thrives prodagiGasfyr whwe ottoer grasses' would 
ttrty esfet. It will grow htttoiairtly, as stated 
by Mr. Millar of ^tawivrtqn in DtanAiesshire, 
aitiG ftuRctred; feet above the level of tihe seau 
When cut a fortnight, a few days are sufficient 
to prepare it for stacking. It is so tenacious of 
life, that 1 should have sotae ajpptehensibn 
mekt parts as most unavoidably be scattered hr 
leading and stacking, might again vegetate in 
the dung heap, and become a troublesome in- 
truder on the arable part of a farm. Should I 
be asked whether I conceive that florin will be- 
come generally adopted, my reply would be, 
that I think and hope it will, on such soils as 
are proper for it ; but to the exclusion of clover 
and other grasses, on all other lands, cef tainly 
not ; for I can get as great a weight of clover 
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924 Great Perseverance ofJDr. Richardson. 

in three cuttings, as from the best florin 
meadow. 

Dr. Richardson, is, perhaps, one of the few 
men in existence, who would have persevered in 
defiance of all the opposition and ridicule which 
have been raised against him ; and he must be 
esteemed as having succeeded beyond expecta- 
tion, when it is considered how slowly new 
practices are introduced, and how reluctantly 
they are adopted. Turnips have been cultivated 
in Norfolk and Suffolk for nearly a century, 
and have rendered those counties more produce 
tive than most others in the kingdom; yet 
their general and proper mode of cultivation 
is, at this day, confined to a small portion of 
England. 

Mangel-wurzel thrives prodigiously on a 
peat soil ; Dr. Richardson had many acres which 
appeared to produce heavy crops. Adieu. 

iv *!• V/« X/» 
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LETTER LXXI. 

Armagh, Oct 16, 1818. 

THIS morning we found the people engaged 
in cutting the florin : they accomplished the 
mowing of it with short scythes more expedi- 
tiously than I could have expected. The me- 
thod pursued in making this grass into hay, is 
to roll it up into what is called lap-cocks, 
leaving a space for the air to pass through 
them $ this is done about two days after it is 
mown. These cocks are occasionally turned, 
and after remaining about a fortnight in that 
state the hay is fit for stacking. With the ex- 
ception of the parts exposed to rain, which 
turn black, the hay is of good color. Four 
and twenty hours' rain did not preclude its 
being stacked on the succeeding day ; that 
which we saw in the morning would be quite 
ready and fit for stacking in the afternoon. As 
peat ashes answer for top dressings, the soil 
most appropriate for its growth happily fur* 
nishes the means for its abundant production. 



326 Slow Progress of, Improvements. 

It has been considered a matter of some 
surprise, that, in the myriads of acres so exclu- 
sively fit for florin in every province of Ireland, 
so few examples should occur of its adop- 
tion. In the immediate neighbourhood of Dr. 
Richardson there is ground to a great extent 
well adapted to it, but we did not observe any 
sign of its cultivation. 

It took Mr. Coke eleven years to make a 
single convert to the drill husbandry, though 
in the midst of his own noble domain, where 
his popularity as a farmer was justly great, and 
where his tenants were opulent and could aflford 
to speculate on any experiment of a limited 
nature. In this country, even with the in- 
clination, the farmers, generally speaking, 
would want the me^ns to avail themselves of 
any advantages of which they might become 
assured, from the adoption of this or any other 
beneficial practice. 

The inequality of the surface gives particular 
beauty to this country, in which the general 
state of husbandry is bad ; even the potatoe crop 
is mi^ch neglected* find very ill managed. We 
paw numerous small bleaching grounds, con- 
sequent on the weaving of linen, which is here 
carried on to some extent. 



City of Armagh. $2J 

* • ■ 

Armagh has so commanding an elevation, 
that it is seen to advantage from eVeiry quarter, 
and at a great distance* . There are a number 
of good buildings in the new part of the city. 
The barracks are extensive! where a staff of 
officers and a large military force are always in 
garrison* Six thousand pounds have been ob- 
tained for the erection of a new church, which . 
is in great forwardness. Great as may be the 
body of soldiers, and numerous as may be the 
charity children, it might have been supposed 
tbe interior of the cathedral was equal to their 
receptiqn ; but it seems to have been thought 
otherwise by those, who possessed sufficient in* 
fluence to obtain the means for building a new 
church. The grounds attached to the Arch- 
bishop's palace, as I mentioned in my last let- 
ter, join the town. The palace, was built by 
Primate Robinson, whose liberality was con* 
spicuous on all occasions. The view of the 
city from the palace is very, fine, and the park 
is well wooded. 

• 

Out of the fifteen miles to Newry, we had ail 
ascent for the first twelve. On the summit of 
the hill there is a noble prospect of the great 
mass of Mourne Mountains, and a vast plain 
extending to Lough Neagh ; the view altogether 
is prodigiously grand. Cultivation has travelled 



328 Approach to Newry. 

up the hills to a great height ; the population 
appeared to be considerable, and all the cabins 
were white- washed ; this gives them a sightly 
appearance, and to the whole scene an interest- 
ing and animating character. 

The approach to Newry is very fine ; part of 
it is built on the side of a hill, and part on the 
banks of the Black Water. A lock two miles 
below the town assists the navigation, and 
forms a connection with the canal communicat- 
ing with Lough Neagh. Vessels of consider- 
able size are obliged to discharge a part, or 
the whole of their cargoes at Warren's Point, 
four miles below the entrance into the canal. 

Within a few years the improvements in 
Newry have been considerable : the town has 
the appearance of opulence, and in the pursuit 
of trade and business many, appeared to be 
earnestly engaged. The entrance to most of 
the considerable towns is through a painful 
accumulation of poverty— here it is otherwise. 
The new buildings are numerous ; a handsome 
church is nearly completed. By the canal are 
brought down great quantities of grain, much 
of which is exported to England ; and it has 
latterly formed a considerable branch of the 
commerce of the place, . 



Curious Subject of a Catholic Meeting. 329 

A catholic meeting was sitting when we ar- 
rived. We, like many others, had a desire to 
see what was passing ; the parties were by no 
means numerous, and the greater part of these 
seemed to have little more concern in the bu- 
siness than what was dictated by curiosity* 

* 

Much warmth was exhibited by the orators, 
though there seemed to be no difference of 
opinion. As wishing well to catholic eman- 
cipation, 1 could not but regret that subjects 
should be agitated that were totally irrelative 
and irregular; as an instance, thanks were 
voted to Mr. M'Gre, the printer of a newspaper, 
now suffering the penalty of the law for a libel. 
The injudicious conduct of the friends to the 
question has furnished their opponents with 
more powerful arguments than otherwise they 
would have possessed. 

The Scotch cart appeared to be here in 
general use, and we were pleased to see num- 
bers of the people taking up potatoes with the 
English spade. The cabins seemed less de- 
plorable than most we had seen, and their in- 
habitants less destitute of necessaries. 

Dr. Bell's system of education was attempted 
at Armagh, and failed, on the same ground on 
which it was defeated at Baron's Court. The 



$80 Objections to Dr. Belts Mode of Education* 

parents objected to their children becoming 
monitors, nor could they be persuaded that in 
the teaching of others they materially fowarded 
their own acquirements. The emulation this 
post of superiority inspires is found to be highly 
beneficial among the pupils. An erroneous 
opinion is entertained as to the scarcity of 
schools in Ireland. I know not what formerly 
might be the case, but at present we have observed 
a very general desire to afford instruction to 
the rising generation in all classes of the com* 
m unity : neither a want of schools nor a dis- 
position to profit by them has been found by 
us in the most remote situations; the happy 
effects of which, we may reaaowibly hope, wffl 
appear in the course of a few years. 

To-morrow we expect a very gratifying day— 
the road to Rosstrevor has the reputation of 
having scarcely an equal in beauty. Adieu. 
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LETTER LXXII. 

Tullawore Perk, Oct. 17, 1813, 

JVe travelled by the side of Newry Water, 
which is made navigable for vessel* of two hun- 
dred tons burden j by means of the lock, to 
which I before alluded, that opens into the bay 
fifpin which they are received. Vfe have seen 
uptown in Ireland which for its size appeared 
in a more thriving state than Newry. The 
Black Water River approaches within a few* 
miles of Armagh. 

The boundary of Newry Water, on the 
southern side, is bold, and the mountains, 
which are cultivated to a great height, add not 
less to the beauty of the country than to the 
satisfaction of the spectator ; for wherever the 
indications of employment and industry are 
discoverable, an inference may be drawn thai; 
the inhabitants are not destitute of some com- 
forts : in all other parts of the British empire, 
on this inference might the benevolent observer 
securely rely* 



SM Warrevi* Water Ferry. 

The rich meadows that lie between Newry 
and the Lough are about two miles in length, 
and a mile in breadth. The hill on the north- 
ern side is covered with thriving plantations. 
Mr. Harrison, whose seat is on the margin of 
the Black Water, has been an extensive planter, 
and in a few years his woods will be of con- 
siderable value. As we proceeded, the south 
shore became very steep, and quite uncul- 
tivated ; the wildness of one side contrasted 
with the richness of the woods covering th* 
other, produced an agreeable effect. In point 
of profit the whole perhaps might be advan- 
tageously planted, but I doubt if it would i add 
to the beauty of the scene, which is greatly 
assisted by the number of cottage residences 
near the edge of the water, some of which were 
highly ornamented. 

At Warren's Water Ferry are tfie remains 
of an old castle ; this pass, in days of yore, 
was considered as a military station of great 
strength. If at this point an iron bridge were 
thrown over the river, which I understand has 
been in contemplation, the distance to Dublin 
would be greatly reduced. The water, which 
is much contracted above the ferry, becomes 
greatly extended immediately below it 5 and is 
of considerable breadth before it reaches War- 



Approach Rosstrevor. MB 

rea's Point, a distance of about two miles ; 
where a small pier is constructed on which 
ships of burden partly unload, and their dis- 
charged cargoes are thence carried by lighters 
toNewry. 

Carlingford Bay here commences — the 
southern shore keeps its course, while the 
northern recedes, and forms a bay resembling 
m amphitheatre, in the bosom of which stands 
the village Rosstrevor ; and a mile beyond it, 
the Mourne Mountains approach majestically 
to the sea. The circuit of the bay, which is 
not more than a mile, is covered with orna- 
mented cottages. The convenience of sea* 
bathing, and the beauty of the situation, at- 
tract a great number of visitors. The hills, 
which are finely wooded and form the northern 
and eastern boundary, shut out the chilling 
blasts from those ungenial quarters j while the 
Carlingford Hills protect the bay from the 
west, and leave it open to the south only* 
Rosstrevor stands on an eminence, and com- 
mands the whole prospect. 

My expectations were excited by having 
heard so much of the charms of this place, but 
it far exceeded all I had conceived. As a 
winter residence for invalids requiring sea air, 



SM Description of R/mtrevor. 

I know of no spot in which are unite*Ho many 
advantages : the soil, which is light and dry* 
admits of walking exercise at all times ; and the 
almost surrounding mountains aflfcrd such sbd* 
ter, that the frigidity of the season is little felt J 
for whenever it is fair it must be pleasant. 
> 

Rosstrervor is a neat village, with some rtatrfy 
old wood about it. The opposite shore, though 
bold, appears to be thickly inhabited, and cat 
tivated to the summit of the mountains 5 about 
Carlingfcrd, which is situated at the opening of 
the bay, the distance across which does not ex- 
ceed eight miles, the country becomes modi 
flatter. 

I regretted very much that we could not 
devote another day to this charming place* 
which may justly be esteemed the Montpeiier 
of the united empire, and infinitely exceeding 
that celebrated residence abroad, in every 
point, excepting that of climate. The: influx 
of company has had the effect of dressing op 
and ornamenting every cabin; all are said to 
be fully occupied in the bathing season, in 
consequence of the numerous attractions con- 
centrated in Rosstrevor : this in my opinion cam 
be no more questioned, than it can be con- 
sidered a matter of wonder. Within a mile of 
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Distinct View of the Isle of Man* S3* 

Rosstrevor is a small creek, which affords 
shelter to boats, from which place is a steep 
ascent for a mile through a fine oak wood : on 
gaining the summit, an extensive view is ob- 
tained, commanding the Carlingford coast, the 
bay, the mountains beyond Newry, and the 
enchanting landscape of Rosstrevor. The 
ground here, which lets from four to five 
pounds an acre, becomes quite flat, and so con- 
tinues ibr the distance of about two miles to the 
entrance of the bay. 

We travelled for a considerable distance at 
the foot of the Mourne Mountains, between 
whose base and the sea is a plain of two or 
three miles; their endless variety, and fre- 
quently contrasted shapes, afforded fresh objects 
for perpetual admiration. We had a distinct 
view of the Isle of Man, presenting an ap- 
pearance very different from that which we 
have of it in Cumberland. The soil is light, 
and produces good barley, but in general it is 
wretchedly cultivated : the cabins are poor, 
and the fences completely out of repair. The 
land is said to be Let at about twenty shillings 
v die acre, which exceeds its worth in its present 
slate, though it is capable of great improve* 
ment 



986 Tops df Mountains covered with Snow. 

We passed Lord Kilmony's place, which is 
sheltered by extensive woods ; a little beyond 
which is the village of Kilkeel, where the dis- 
tance from the shore is increased by the ex- 
tension of a headland into the sea : the land is 
of better quality, and under better manage- 
ment, yet there were several parties threshing 
out their barley on the high road. 

The mountains appeared here in great ma- 
jesty: some of their eminences, which are 
among the highest in Ireland, were already 
covered with snow. A little further appeared 
Slieve Donald, on the most elevated part of 
which are two cairns. The sublimity of the 
whole of this alpine barrier cannot well be ex- 
ceeded. 

We passed a newly erected farming establish- 
ment, with considerable buildings and offices ; 
and much expense seemed to be incurred on 
improving the land. The want of wood and 
hedges give an appearance of great poverty to 
the country in general. 

Lord Kilmony's property extends to the base 
of Invoick, where he has a large tract of wild 
uncultivated land. This he is now leasing, on 

1 
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the advantageous tertns of three lives, and a 
period of forty years beyond that of the stir* 
vivor. The tenants are at the whole expense 
of enclosing and erecting of buildings. It is 
ttipposed it will all be speedily engaged. * 

On leaving these improvements we entered 
a district which had all the appearapoe of hav- 
ing been laid waste by an invading army. The 
remains of walls alone indicated where habi- 
tations once stood. Curious to learn the cause 
of such extraordinary dilapidations, we under- 
stood that the landlord had Anally disagreed 
with the tenants as to the quantum of rent on 
his granting a new term ; and that on evacu- 
ating they had carried off roof, timber, doors, 
and windows. A chancery suit for the lands of 
Bally capary was at length decided against the 
tenantry ; but we saw no efforts to restore the 
of the estate. 



The base of Slieve Donald, a little beyond 
this Spot, advances to the sea, and forms the 
southern extent of Newcastle Bay : having pass- 
ed round the point we had a fine view of the 
bay of Strongfbrd. 

The highly cultivated ground which stretches 
from the shore to Tullamore Park— the sump- 
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tuous wood and imposing aspect of Slieve Do* 
nald present a most enchanting picture. 

A pier is now constructing by Lord Annesley 
for the protection of small craft, and the coal 
vessels which supply the extensive lime- works 
in the neighbourhood. If it answer the in- 
tended purpose, it may frequently afford shelter 
to such coal vessels as cannot fetch Carlingfprd 
Bay. 

The ground rises with dignity from New* 
castle to Tullamore Park. The house has con- 
siderable elevation above the sea ; and the 
hanging woods which separate the domain from 
Slieve Donald, whose base is thus covered to a 
considerable height, and to an horizontal extent 
of nearly three miles, are very picturesque : for 
whilst the rich autumnal tints deepened the me- 
lancholy of its departing beauties on the base of 
Slieve Donald, its summit increased the interest 
by exhibiting the chill of winter. This moun- 
tain may be said to unite three distinct regions 
and characters. The first is luxuriantly covered 
with stately wood ; the humble heath, which 
clothes the second, heightens by contrast the 
beauty of the first; while the light reflected 
from the snowy mantle that envelopes the third, 
gives relief to the sombre appearance of the 
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other regions $ blending, with the happiest 
effect, the beautiful with the grand and the 
sublime. I. question if there exists a more 
surprising view, or one more affecting the sen- 
sibilities of the mind, than that which is thus 
suddenly presented to the spectator from the 
terrace. Beyond Slieve Donald are other 
mountains, which would command attention 
remote from such a neighbour. 

Here are no less than one thousand one hun- 
dred acres of wood : I was so fascinated with 
the sight of such a forest, that the rocks and 
waterfalls in the river were passed with little 
attention ; so much was my mind engrossed by 
this novel and impressive object. I had nearly 
forgotten to mention, that the cairns on the top 
of Slieve Donald are of great dimensions j in 
one of them it is said there are apartments for 
the service of mass, by the priests ; in another, 
in Slangallion, the room is said to be three hun- 
dred feet in circumference. 

I must wait till to-morrow, to speak of many 
other interesting objects. Adieu. 

tl. W» Vs. 



Z 2 



S40 



LETTER LXXIII. 

Tullamore Park, Oct. 18, 1815. 

THE situation of Tullamore Park is vwy 
commanding : some inconveniences arising from 
its exposure decided the house to be built bne 
story high only, with the exception of the 
tower in the centre : it forrfis a quadrangle, arid 
contains a great number of good apartments ; 
and though frorii the character of its elevation 
it is not entitled to be called a splendid divi- 
sion, it is certainly a very comfortable and ha- 
bitable one. 

The wind blew afresh gale, which afforded u& 
an opportunity of forming some judgment of the 
violence with which it must be assailed. 

The extreme point of Slieve Donald is washed 
by the sea : the first line of mountain forms a 
beautiful curve, as if bent n> homage of Slieve 
Donald. The rocks and cascades are objects 
generally admired: these may be seen else- 
where j but Slieve Donald has few if any equals. 
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The roQuntaips wen beyond SHeve Donald in 
the b#sk ground have also a very fine aspect. 

* i 

(rpod tyste af)4 simplicity are always in unison, 
but there is ^ gr*n(}eur in the scenery of thi* 
placq to \fhich art pan add little, ai)4 SVfry af? 
tempt t& $nabel}ieh would rather detract from, 
than add to its magnificence* 

V ¥ «■ 

; 1>§ apprpaqh from Jlopstrevqr 19 by a floW$ 
tflrfa^p, commanding a glorious sea view— t|i? 
Alpine boundary riph in sublimity ^nd variety 
of outline, Wdiflg m the tpweriflg SJjieve Ponplf^ 
jvhi<jh form? an appropriate termiqation to tb$ 
psQgf>$ct« I know pfpo equal distance of couqir 

try thai poj»§»e* $0 jpueh to fiseimtfe m ofo- 
*eryer, as the \im rf road from Newry to TuU*r 
more Park* 

Diamond Mountain* which adjoins Slieve Do- 
nald, is certainly a fine object, bujt greatly ifir 
ferior j^p ii# maje^tfc neighbour, whose height is 
*Wp ihousand eight hundred and nine feet from 
tfr# level of the sea, from whose dashing watcre 
iff the eleyation of nearly seven hundred feet, it 
is sumptuously covered with wood. - 

The uninterrupted winds from the: Channel 
,<lo JMtf Mfcra ftp hare b«tn. inimical tathe plan- 
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tations, which are of about forty years growth. 
Some of the larch, of thirty-six years standing, 
girted seven feet, at four and a-half from the 
ground; and silver firs, a few years older, 
thirteen. The thinnings of the woods have a 
ready market, and are regularly sold twice a- 
week during the greater part of the year. 

I could not help regretting that a road had 
hot been cut through the plantation, to a knoll 
which is almost at the extremity of the "hill 
towards the sea, from which an extensive view 
of the Channel and the. coast would have been 
obtained. The effect of this would have been 
wonderful, as the prospect might have been 
completely hid until the moment when the 
whole burst on the sight. The church is a neat 

m 

building, and does credit to the taste and libe- 
rality of the Earl of Roden. The attention 
shown to comfort in the habitations of the many 
laborers employed is gratifying, and exhibits a 
benevolent consideration which ever dignifies 
the mansions of the great. A handsome and 
commodious inn has been built for the accom- 
modation of the numerous parties who visit this 
enchanting spot. 

H^re is some little farming attempted ; : and 
had it been better conducted, t was ill qualified 
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to have appreciated its merits from the complete 
occupation of my mind in contemplating the 
local beauties of the place. Wages are a shilling 
a-day for nine months } and for the other three, 
ten pence. 

The library contains many scarce and curious 
books, and the pictures present much that is 
worthy of inspection. The portrait of Anne 
Bullen, by Holbein, is an exquisite painting ; 
those by Fuller, representing the escape of 
Charles the Second, are highly interesting. 

The residence of Lord Roden diffiises com* 
fort and happiness widely around. When a 
nobleman condescends to act as a magistrate, 
he has the power of being eminently useful to 
his neighbourhood : the law so administered 
becomes duly elevated and respected, and the 
people find it their interest to obey its directions 
and support its execution — rendering the too 
common resort to military assistance totally 
unnecessary ? as there can be no doubt it is the 
distrust of impartial justice that induces man to 
despise the law, and become the avenger of his 
own injuries. 

The danger and inconvenience of child-birth 
appear here to be little felt and less regarded 
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by the lower class of females. We met a poor 
woman, the wife of on* of the woodmen, who, 
though in daily expectation of her confine- 
ment* was employed in laborious work, and ex- 
posed to the, weather bare-footed and bare- 
headed, without suffering any apparent difficulty 
from her condition; and if report may be 
credited, her expected indisposition will not 
preclude her drudgety above two or three days ! 
This speedy and happy recovery, We were 
given to understand, was not confined to the 
working classes, but extended to the niiddle 
ranks of society, rendering an inevitable event, 
and' one that occurs so frequently, lfete alarming 
in female consideration* 



We purpose leaving this spot to-morrow 1 * 
highly delighted with its beauties, and the civi- 
lities conferred on us by its noble add hospitable 
proprietor. Adieu. 
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Ballilady, Oct. 19, 1813. 

X HE preceding night afforded us ample con- 
viction of the exposure of Tullatnore Park : a 
winter's gale in the night must under this roof 
be terrific. Contrary to all expectation the 
storm ceased with day-light. We had a long 
journey to this place, which demanded early 
moving; this was far from agreeable, as the 
season was too far advanced for an open car- 
riage to be a pleasant mode of travelling. A 
tour through Ireland should commence in June, 
and conclude in September. 

Our first point was Dundrum. We had a 
gratifying view, on leaving Tullamore Park, of 
Lord Annesley's place: there have been few 
greater improvers than his Lordship. Dundrum 
Castle forms a conspicuous object from Tulla- 
more : it has been a place of some importance. 
The town is small; but the bay is extensive and 
forms a secure retreat for shipping. I had the 
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satisfaction of seeing here one of our coal ves- 
sels: this brought home so pleasantly to my 
recollection, that, notwithstanding all the delight 
I had experienced, my long absence appeared 
to be a great sacrifice. 

i 

Near Dundrum is the residence of Mr. Morris, 
who is an extensive farmer, and has some good 
green crops. A want of wood is a defect which 
always gives an appearance of the want of neigh- 
bourhood and poverty to a country ; and in one 
in which it thrives so luxuriantly, the regret 
felt at its absence becomes greatly augmented. 
The cabins here are miserable dwellings. In 
districts where nature has been niggardly in the 
dispensation of her bounties, poverty is endured 
as an evil of necessity; but in one teeming with 
abundance, the indigence of the people excites 
a degree of uneasiness in the mind bordering on 
indignation ; and the spectator is led to infer 
that something must be wrong in the constitu- 
tion of their social obligations. 

The Antrim mountains began to appear, and 
the surface of the country was become greatly 
diversified. 

Bally nahinch is finely situated. Mr. Carr, 
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who was the purchaser from Earl Moira, does 
not appear to have expended much on its 
improvement. Every thing seemed to be 
hastening to ruin ; even for Ireland the town 
was remarkably dirty. It was market-day, 
this brought a great concourse of people to- 
gether, whose general appearance was highly 
creditable. From Ballynahinch to Saintfield is 
six miles, through a poor country and a great 
extent of bog. 

Saintfield is a neat town : the streets are well 
laid out, and contain some good houses. We 
observed several gentlemen's residences in the 
neighbourhood. It is six miles hence to New- 
townards, which is only a little distance from 
the sea shore : it is a considerable town, and 
the market place is a handsome square. 

To Lord DafFerin's, about four miles, the 
road rises the greater part of the way. The 
soil is naturally bad, but great improvements 
Tiave been made round Ballilady : the house is 
modern and magnificent. The planting and 
embellishments in the grounds have made that 
a very fine place, which in itself possessed few 
natural advantages. Lord Dafferin is entitled 
to considerable praise as a farmer ; the green 
crops were good, and cultivated to some extent. 
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From various parts of the grounds a fine view of 
the bay Of Belfast is obtained* 

» 

Here our tour mav be said to terminate, after 
having nearly completed the circuit of Ireland. 

We have much to regret that we did not visit 
Wicklow and Wexford, as it is reported these 

counties possess much beauty, as well as some of 

* • ... 

the best cultivation in Ireland. Had we pot 
unfortunately taken the road to Castle Isle, in- 
stead of that to Dingle, and so to Kinsale and 
Killarney } and if, from Waterford, we had pur- 
sued our route by the coast, we should have em- 
braced the most interesting parts of the island. 
In addition to our circuit, we have crossed 
through a considerable portion of the interior 
in our expedition to Ballinasloe. 

, I know not how far I may have had the good 
fortune to make you a participator in the sens$- , 
tions and feelings which have been induced by 
the various extraordinary scepes I have sur- 
veyed. Great has been my pleasure, though, 
like. all human gratifications, it has not been 
unaccompanied with some alloy. 

The. latent richness of the land, and inexausti- 
ble fertility of tfce soil, far exceeded my expecta- 



Importance df Inland to Great Britain. S4§ 

tions : the extent and opulence of the sea-ports 
and some of the other towns, with the resources 
and facilities for agriculture and commerce, 
greatly surpassed any previous estimate that 
had occurred to my mind. The picturesque 
beauty which may be said to pervade the coun- 
try is every where grand — often sublime-— 
alwiys imposing : the unceasing variety of sun- 
fece is peculiarly attractive of attention ; and 
While the verdure is delightful to the eye, the 
luxuriance of vegetation supplies, and in some 
degree compensates, for the deficiency of cult urew 

The importance of Ireland to Great Britain 
far exceeds the value of which I had entertained 
any conception. Eight million pounds sterling 
of agricultural produce is at present exported, 
and six millions of people subsisted ! The ex- 
change with England is, for the first time, now 
favorable to Ireland — an incontestable proof of 
her prosperity, though it may be hazarding too 
much to pronounce it as the exclusive conse- 
quence of the Union. 

The hospitality, urbanity, and frankness we 
uniformly received from the higher ranks, en- 
titled them to our warmest thanks at the mo- 
ment, and will ever be acknowledged by a 
2 
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grateful recollection. The innate civility arid 
intelligence of the lower orders have frequently 
made me ashamed of the prejudices I had so 
incautiously imbibed to their disadvantage. 

I have contemplated with astonishment how 
the existence of so many rational beings could 
be preserved, and have wondered how their 
lives should be endured, under circumstances of 
such cruel privation ; and have not less lament- 
ed the sufferings which bigotry and' ignorance 
have inflicted, than the misery and crimes 
which thus have been engendered and perpe- 
tuated. 

The superabundant population I have regard- 
ed with surprise : the application of every hand 
to agriculture has been destructive of its in* 
terests, and has impaired the general happiness 
of the people* So great is the competition for 
land, that its rent has advanced beyond what the 
occupier with a living profit can afford to pay : 
the necessary consequence is, that the landlord's 
due furnishes the tenant's capital ; and as no ex* 
pense is incurred by the proprietor in respect of 
buildings, so there are noconveniences,generally 
speaking, on small farms, to encourage the least 
effort towards better management. 
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Such is the general diffusion of this ruinous 
practice, that to correct it seems, if not wholly 
impossible, at present impracticable, as it will 
not be considered incumbent on those in pos- 
session to attempt a remedy which would de- 
mand inconvenient sacrifices, for the sole pro- 
spective benefit of successors. The general in- 
terest and happiness of a country placed in so 
irretrievable a predicament, and which is daily 
becoming worse, cannot fail to excite th4 most 
lively apprehension for the continuance of its 
tranquillity. The spirits of six millions of peo- 
ple sustained by hope alone, while exercising 
the most virtuous patience under the severest 
privations, without the means of employing 
themselves or of obtaining employment from 
others, have ample leisure to brood over the 
misery they endure, and, if it were requisite, 
to magnify every grievance they are compelled 
to suffer. It is not surely in human nature to 
to be ever content under such circumstances, 
aggravated as they are by the want of those es- 
sentials ordained to secure the public peace in 
the fair and impartial distribution of justice. 
The benefits to which the laborer is entitled 
from the protection of the law, come not within 
the view of his pretensions : the daily execution 
of it by the military is familiar to his observation, 
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land in his community is denounced the result 
of tyranny j while the religious persuasion - of 
the great-bulk of the people condems them to 
ignorance, and increases and foments their 
prejudices. 

Is it possible to contemplate such a state of 
human existence, in such a country, imme* 
diately under the eye of the legislature, and 
the administration of a free constitution, with* 
out sincerely hoping, and fervently supplicating, 
that the effectual protection of the former, 
land the benevolent dispensation of the latter, 
may be speedily directed to the relief of this 
unfortunate, mismanaged, and neglected people? 

The interference of government in their be* 
half, if it were only by the enforcement of such 
rules and regulations as might be suggested for 
their comfort, according to the local necessities 
of each province or district, would not only 
have the popular effect of exhibiting a disposi- 
tion m the state to regard their wants, and 
meliorate their condition ; but it would be an 
irresistible stimulus to the individual proprietor 
of the soil, and the opulent capitalist, to unite 
in so benevolent and patriotic a work, and, by 
the powers which each might possess, to devise 
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means for the employment of the overflowing, 
population* 



i» *■+ 



The introduction of manufactories and 
fisheries, of trade and . commerce, cptdd, ,not 
but produce a prodigious increase of .normal 
labor, , which, on b$ing rewarded according to 
exertion, would soon produce industry and 
emulation j these would speedily create artifi- 
cial wants* the indulgence in which) aj^l'er a time* 
w<wrtd disincline the people, if not to impro- 
vident,, to r early marriages; and thus the pre- 
sent increasing; population might receive a 
check* and to a certain extent be restrained 
within the limits prescribed by the needed em* 
ployraent of the couptry. 
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» v » { * / s 



Although the manner in which the Irish pea- 
santry. exists is revoltjqg .to the feeliqg^ of , those 
unaccqstomed tp the (inspection of their wretch- 
edness and poverty*, yet are they rich in the; 
contentment which springs from a patient sub- 
mission to their lot, from their conjugal attach- 
ment and affection to their offspring, and from 
a natural buoyancy of spirits, that makes thq 
heaviest evils sit lightly on their hearts, with 
the exception of their being unable to earn a 
sufficiency to ensure the continuance of the 

Vol. ii. 2 a 
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cabitt roof met the heads of their families*-* 
source of the greatest affliction and misery* 
from one end of Ireland to the other. 

On having reference to so extensive a field, 
it Would Hot be less possible, than Wanting in 
gratitude, were t to omit, on this ttteasion, tor 
state, that We found a general fraflknefcs and 
hospitality to prevail every where j and that it 
is a most uhjitst cetafcure to charge Che Irish, 
with a prejudice agabst the English. The 
higher tanks afe too enlightened and generous 
i people/ to attribute any of their inconveni- 
ences froin political arrangemeiite, to the in* 
dividual of the mother country. Hie gener- 
ality of the lower orders entertain ho idea 6h 
the subject ; it must consequently be greatly 
the fault of the English visitor or traveller, and 
for which he would be undeserving any Com- 
miseration, if he met ^th any thing in Ireland 
which should detract irbm thte l*tfi of hospi- 
tality. 

As far as relates to myself, I have aeMtittL 
passed such a portion of my time so aigrtttSAf, 
or indeed so much to my gratification ; and It 
is not among the least of the satisfectidns I 
have derived, that my visit to Ireland ha* 

5 
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served to correct many private, as well as public 
erroneous opinions, and to inspire a most ardent 
wish, that the real state of the country, and the 
(condition of the people, may be more generally 
felt and understood. 

Truly grateful for all the kindnesses we have 
experienced, we quit the Island to morrow* 
Adieu. 

«it w» (*• 



THE END. 
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large volume* 4to.. with Maps, by Artowstnfth. Price 6k 6*. 

II. 
SYSTEM OF CHEMJSTRY. By Thomas Thomson, M. D. F. R. S. &c 

A new edition, entirely recomposed. In four large v&lsv8vo. Price 3/. 

III. . 
MEMOIRS OF MADAME MANSON ; explanatory of her Conduct on the 
Trial for the Assassination of M. Fualdes. Written by Herself, and addressed 
to Madame Enjalran, her Mother. With a Portrait. Translated from the French, 
and accompanied by an Abstract of the Trial ; and a concise Account of the 
Persons and Events alluded to in the Memoirs, by the Translator. 

IV. 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE CANONICAL SCRIPTURES. By Mary 
Cornwallis. In four volume* 8vo. Price 2/. 2$. 

V. 
HARRINGTON, and ORMOND, Tales. By Maria Edgewortii. Author 
of " Tales of Fashionable life/' &c. &c. 3 vols. 12rao. Price 1/. 1*. 

VI. 
COMIC DRAMAS. By the same Author. One vol. 12mo. price 7*. 

VII. 
ROSABELLA; or A MOTHER'S MARRIAGE. By die Author of the 
H Romance of the Pyrenees," " Santo Sebastiano," " The Forest of Montalbano," 
and " Adelaide, or the Counter-charm." In 5 vols. 12mo. Price \l. IOi. 

VIII. 
. MANNERS t a Novel. In 3 vols. 12mo. Price 18*. 

" Dicas hie forsitan unde 

Ingenium par materiae."— Juv. 

Je sais qu'un sot trouve souvent un plus sot pour le lire. 

Ered. Lb Gravd. 
IX. 

THE HISTORY OF ELSMERE AND ROSA: an Episode. The merry 
Matter written by John Mathers : the grave by a solid Gentleman. In 2 vols. 
12mo. Price 12*. 

Sic positi quoniam suaves miscemus odores. 

X. 

THE QUAKERS : a Tale. By Elizabeth B. Lester. 12mo. Price 6*. 

* De la Vanite* nait la honte," , 

XI. 

* OBSERVATIONS ON THE DISEASED MANIFESTATIONS OF THE 
MIND, or INSANITY. By J. G. Spurzheim, M. D. In royal 8vo. Price 
i4#. with four Plates. 

XII. 

TftE COLONIES, AND THE PRESENT AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
Translated from the French of M. De Pradt, formerly Archbishop of Malines. In 
8vo. Price 12». ' J . * 

xm. 

THE AMERICAN REGISTER ; or, Summary Review of History, Politics,* 
and jAterature. In2vols.8vo. Price 1/.12*. Printed at Philadelphia. 
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THE BRITISH PLUTARCH, containing the Lires of the most 
Eminent Divines, Patriots, Statesmen, Warriors, Philosophers, Poets, and Artists 
of Great Britain and Ireland, from the Accession of Henry VIII. to the present 
Time. A new Edition re-arranged and enriched with several additional lives. By 
the Rev. Francis Wrangham, M. A. F.R.S. In 6 large Vols. 8vo. Price 3/. 12s. 
boards. 

♦ # » Besides presenting at least one distinguished example, and frequently several, 
in nearly every respectable division of society, this collection of one hundred Live* 
exhibits an almost contiguous view of tie English annals from the rudiments of the 
Reformation under Henry VIII. to the conclusion of the last century. 

SERMONS practical and occasional ; Dissertations ; Translations, 
including New Versions of Virgil's Bucolica, and of Milton's Defensio Secunda; 
Seaton Poems, &c. &c. By the Rev. Francis Wrancham, M,A. F.R«S. of 
Trin. Coll Cambridge. In 3 Vols. 8vo. Price 2/. 2*. 

CHRISTIAN ESSAYS. By the Rev. Samuel Charles Wilks, 
A.M. of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, and Curate of St. Martin's, Exeter, la 
2 Vols. 8vo. Price 14s. 

THE LETTERS OF THE LATE WM. COWPER, Esq. to his 
Friends. A new Edition, revised by his Kinsman J. Johnson, LL. D. Rector 
of Yaxham with Welborne, iu Norfolk. In 3 Vols. foeUcap, elegantly printed, 
Price 1/. 1*. with a Portrait. 

THE ILIAD AND ODYSSEY OF HOMER, translated into English 
Blank Verse, with copious Alterations and Notes. By the same Author* In 4 
Vols, uniform with the Letters. Price 1/. 8s. 

♦* ♦ These two Works, with the Poems in 3 vols., constitute the complete Works of 
Cowper. Price SI, 7*. 

THE INQUISITION UNMASKED; being an Historical and Philo- 
sophical Account of that Tremendous Tribunal : founded on authentic Documents; 
and exhibiting the necessity of its Suppression, as the Means of Reform and Rege- 
neration. Written and published at the time when the National Congress of Spain* 
was about to deliberate on this important Measure. By D. Antonio Puigblanch. 
Translated from the Author's enlarged Cojjy, by Wm. Walton, Esq. In 2 Vols* 
8vo. illustrated by twelve Historical Engravings. Price \L 10*. boards. 

A HISTORY OF THE JESUITS ; to which is preBxed, a Reply to 
Mr. Dallas's Defence of the Order. In 2 Vols. 8vo. Price 1/. 4s. boards. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF POPULATION AND PRODUCTION, 

as they are affected by the Progress of Society ; with a View to Moral and Poli- 
tical Consequences. By John Weylaud, Jun. Esq. KR.S. In one large 
Volume 8vo. Price 14*. 

A SYSTEM OF PHYSIOLOGICAL BOTANY. By the Rev. 

P. Keith, F. L. S. Vicar of Bethersden, Kent, and Perpetual Curate of Marr, 
Yorkshire. In 2 Volumes 8vo. with Plates by Sowerby. Price 1/. 6*. 

•** The work consists of four books, arising out of a very natural division of the 
subject. The first bosk treats of the external structure of plants ; the second of their 
internal structure, or anatomy ; the third of the constituent principles of plants $ and 
the fourth contains an explication of the phenomena of vegetable life and death. 
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MEMOIRS OF THE IONIAN ISLANDS, considered In a 

commercial, political, and military point of view; in which their advantages of 
Position are described, as well as their relations with the Greek Continent: ta> 
eluding the Life and Character of AH Pacha, the present Ruler of Greece ; toge» 
ther with a comparative Display of the Ancient and Modern Geography of the 
Epirus^Thessaly, Morea, Part of Macedonia, &c. By Gen. Guixlaume de Vau- 
doncour, translated from the inedited MS. by W. Walton, Em. 8vo. 15$. boards. 

*»* The large Map which accompanies the work comprises the Seven Islands, 
South Albania, part of Macedonia, the Epirqs, Thessaly, Livonia, and the Morea t 
if. is entirely new, and filled with details which have not before met the public eye. 

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HUTTON, F.A.S.R including* 
particular Acconnt of the Riots in Birmingham in 1791 ; to which is snbjoittWT the 
History of bis Family, written by himself, and edited by his daughter Catherine 
Hutton. In 8vr. with a Portrait. Second edition. Price \%$. 

A COURSE OF LECTURES ON DRAMATIC ART AND LITE- 

RATURE. By Wu. Augustus Schlegel. Translated from the original German, 
by Johst Black. 

" The present work contains a critical and historical account of the ancient and 
modern drama — The Greek, the Latin, the Italian, the Preach, the Spanish, and the 
German. The view which the Author has taken of the standard productions, whether 
tragic or comic, in these different languages, is, in general, ingenious and jaat, and 
bis speculative Reasonings on the Principles of Taste are often as satisfactory as they 
£re profound." • • • . • '* We have, we trust, said enough of this 
work to recommend it to the reader. We ought to add, that the translation appears 
to be very respectable."~£<8a*»r£A Review, Feb. 1816. 

TWO SKETCHES OF FRANCE, BELGIUM, AND SPA, inToura 
during the Summers of 1771 and 1816; with a Portrait of Napoleon's Guide at 
Waterloo. By the Author of Letters from Paris in 1803-3* In 8vo. Price 7#. 

ENGLISH SYNONYMES Explained in Alphabetical Order ; with 
copious Illustrations and Examples drawn from the best Writers. By Gioact 
Cxaab, of Magdalen Hall, Oxford. In a very large Volume. 8vo. Price 1L Is. 

44 It is to be wished that some such work as the Abbe Girard's Synonitnes Francoises 
were undertaken for our tongue. Nothing would contribute none to precis* and 1 ele- 
gant writing." — Blsir's Lectures* 

ELEMENTS OF PLANE AND SPHERICAL TRIGONO- 
METRY ; with their Applications to Heights and Distances, Projections of the 
Sphere, Dialling, Astronomy, the Solution of Equations, and Geodesic Operations; 
intended for the Use of Mathematical Seminaries, and of first year Men at College. 
By Olimthus Gbeoory, LL.D. of the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich j 
Author of Letters on the Evidences, Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian 
jlejigion; a Treatise of Mechanics, and other Works. l£mo. Price 5s. bound. 

USEFUL KNOWLEDGE ; or, a Familiar and Explanatory Aecount 
of the various Productions of Nature, Mineral, Vegetable and Animal, which are 
chiefly employed for the use of Man. Illustrated with numerous Figures, and 
intended as a Work both of Instruction and Reference. By the Rev. Wm. Bikg- 
ley, A. M. E. I* $. late of Peterhouse College, Cambridge ; and Author of Animal 
Jjiography, &c. In 3. Vols. lgmo. Price It*. If. 

* # * It has been the object of the Author to compress into this little worjr all the 
interesting information he could obtain respecting useful productions* and, at the same 
time, to render it a* entertaining by illustrative anecdote, and as devoid of technical 
word* And phrases, as possible. The figures, which are near 200 in number, have been. 
drawn upon as small and economical a scale as was compatible with a sufficiently ac- 
curate representation of the objects to which they relate.— (See the Preface.) 
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AN EASY, NATURAL, AND RATIONAL MODE OF TEACH- 
IN© AND ACQUIRING THE FRENCH LANGUAGE onaHan entirely 
new ; in which the Anomalies and Irregularities of Verbs are clearly demonstrated 
sptd reduced to Rules; the Whole deduced from the Philosophy of Language, and 
sm Analysis of the Human Mind. By Wm. Henry Pybus. In one Vol. 8vo. 
Fries 8*. boards. 

*♦• By this grammar, acquaintance with the liberal arts and sciences may be 
acquired at the same time with the language. The simplicity of the method, which 
appeals to the understanding of the pupil, will give him confidence in his own powers, 
and engage him to pursue Ms studies with corresponding interest. It is well known 
that many, who have studied for several years according to the old systems of in* 
struction, do not without diffidence and difficulty convene with a native of France f 
tiftar are they generally understood by him, on account of the Inaccuracy of their 
prouanciatUn, and their contracted knowledge of the true Idioms of the lan T 



THE REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND, comprising a History of the House of Commons, and of the 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs of the United Kingdom ; by T. H. B. Oldfielp, 
Esq. Being a new Edition of the History of Boroughs, greatly enlarged and 
re-modelled. In 6 large Volumes 8to. Price S/. IS*. 

+«# The information contained in this work will be found practically useful in 
caseofadtssefettieo of parliament, as it comprises a history of all the petitions i* 
controverted election, with the grounds of their decision \ the number of voters In 
each horougb, 4c % their qualifications, aftd the names of patrons. 

PARLIAMENTARY PORTRAITS, or Sketches of the Public 
Character of some of the most distinguished {leaders of the House of Commons, 
In8vo. Prion fetooards. 

THE COLONIAL POLICY OF GREAT BRITAIN, considered! 
with relation to her North American Provinces and West India Possessions : 
wherein the dangerous Tendency of American Competition is developed, and the 
necessity of recommencing a Colonial System on a vigorous and extensive Scale 
exhibited and defended ; with Plans for the Promotion of Emigration, and Strictures 
on the Treaty of Ghent. By a British Traveller. In 8vo. Price 8*. boards. 

A TREATISE ON THE NATURE, ECONOMY, AND PRAC- 
TICAL MANAGEMENT OF BEES ; in which the various Systems of th» 
British and Foreign Apiarians are examined, with the moat improved Methods 
laiddown for edectuaJly preserving the lives of the Beet. Containing also art 
accurate Description, illustrated by Plates, of the Hives invented fay Lombard, 
Duconedic, Haber, Vicat, L'Abbe della Roece, and other Foreign Apiarians, 
find of a newly invented Hm for the Purpose of depriving the Bees of their 
Honey with Safety and Expedition. Forming die most complete Guide to the 
Study, and Management of those rateable Insects. By Robert Huish, Member/ 
of the Imperial Apiarian Society at Vienna, &c. &c. In 8vo. Price 10s. 6d. with 
luunerons Plates. The second Edition, corrected and improved. 

ENGLISH TOPOGRAPHY ; or, a Series of Historical and Statisti- 
cal Pescriptioos of the several Counties of Enrismd and Wales. Accompanied by 
a. correct Map of each County, takes from original Surveys, and beautify outlined. 
Price $/. 10s. in royal 4to. strongly half bound ; or on Imperial Paper, with the. 
Maps fall coloured, Prion 5*. 5t. 

••• The correct delineation of the maps which form this English Atlas will bear 
a compari son with those of any rival work ; but it has no rival in the copious yef 
comprehensive #seripttens of the counties, the contents of which are arranged under 
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the folUwinf heads :— Name and Karly History; SHaattofl, Boundaries, Extent, 
Population, &c. ; Air, Surface, Soil, Waters, and Produce; Members of Partis** 
ment; Eminent Persons from the earliest Periods; Titles, and Heraldic Honoors % 
landed Proprietors; Seats, Houses, Remarkable Buildings, Parks, &c; Manufac- 
turer, Trades, &c.; Recent Acts, and Improvements; Tables of Fairs, Markets, 
Distances, Population of Towns, &c. 

A PRACTICAL ABRIDGEMENT OF THE CUSTOM AND 

EXCISE LAWS, relative to the Import, Export, and Coasting Trade of Great 
Britain and her Dependencies, including Tables of the Duties, Drawbacks, Bounties, 
and Premiums ; and an Index. By Chables Pope, Controlling Surveyor of the 
Warehouses in Bristol; and late of the Custom House, London, 'third Edition. 
In one large Vol. 8vo. Price ll. lis. 6d. 

. •«• The additions to this third edition comprise 82 new acts of parliament; aJJ 
the. treaties in any wise affecting British commerce, recently concluded with feteigii 
powers ; many reports of adjudged cases ; opinions of law officers ; and other fatBUn* 

THE COMPLETE TIME-TABLES, exhibiting at one View the 
number of Days from any particular Date, to every subsequent Date, throughout 
the Year, upon a Plan new, simple, and accurate, designed to save Time and Labour. 
By J. G. Pohlman, of the Audit Office. One Vol. 8vo. Price 12s. in boards. 

THE PHYSIOGNOMICAL SYSTEM OF DRS. GALL AND 

SPURZHE1M ; founded on an Anatomical and Physiological Examination of the 
Nervous System in General, and of the Brain in particular j and indicating the 
Dispositions and Manifestations of the Mind. By J. G. Spurzheim, M. D. In 
Royal 8vo. Price 1/. 10*. with nineteen Copper-plates. The Second Edition, with 
Additions. 

HARMONIES OF NATURE. By J. B. H. De St. Pierue, Au- 
thor of Studies of Nature, Paul and Virginia, &c. Translated from the French, by 
W.. Meston, A. M. In 3 Vols. 8vo. Price 1/. 16*. with a Portrait. 

' A SUPPLEMENT TO THE RURAL SPORTS, by the Rev. 

W. B. Daniel ; being the 4th Volume of that Work. Comprising, among other 
Matter, Remarks upon, and Anecdotes of, the Fish, Beasts, and Birds, that at 
all interest or are searched after by the Sportsman. Printed uniform with the 
former Volumes, and embellished with a fine Portrait, and other Plates, by Tom- 
kins, Landseer, &c. Imperial quarto, 4/. 14s. 6d. extra boards ; medium draw- 
ing ditto, $i. 6s, ditto: demy quarto, %L 18c 6d. ditto-; reyal Svo, %L 3*. ditto* 

TRACTS, HISTORICAL AND STATISTICAL, ON INDIA, with 
Journals of several Tours through various. Parts of the Peninsula-: also an Account 
of Sumatra, in a Series of Letters. Illustrated by maps of the Peninsula of Din- . 
dostan, and by a variety of other Plates. By Benjamin Heyne, M. D. F*JL S, 
Member of the Asiatic Society at Calcutta, and Surgeon and Naturalist- on the 
Establishment at Fort St. George. 4to. Price 3/. &. 

. The information contained in tbese Tracts is of a very miscellaneous nature; histo- 
rical, statistical, ticientific, economical, and political. They are the result of inquiries 
made under tbe direct authority of the government in India. 

TRAVELS IN SWEDEN during the Autumn of 1612, with an Ac- 
count of Lapland. By Thomas Thomson, M. D. F. R. S. L, & E. F. L. S. 
Illustrated by Maps, Portraits, and other Plates, 4to. Price 2/. 2s. 

This work is tile result •/ a joarney through Sweden, undertaken principally with 
a view to miaeralegiral researches, of which it contains many interesting details. 
Besides a map of Sweden, a plan of Stockholm, and a variety of ether plates, ft 
comprises geognostic maps of Gothland, iNerike, and Sconia, plans of the Coppermine 
at Fablun, Slc. 

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY, from its Institution 

to the End of the Eighteenth Century.. By Thomas Thomson, M.D. F. R,$. 
L.&E. F.L.S. 4to. Price 2/. 2*.; large paper 3/. 12$. ' 
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ANNALS OF PHILOSOPHY; or Magazine, of Chemistry, Minera- 
logy, Mechanics, Natural History, Agriculture, and the Arts. By Thomas, 
Thomson, M.D. F. R.S. Professor of Chemistry in the University of Glasgow, 
&C. } Arthur Aikin, Sec. of the Society of Arts, &c. ; and John Bosxock, M.D* 

M. of the Gaol. Soc. &c. 

Of this Work the tenth volume is just completed (Dec. 1817). U commenced u» 
January 1813 t and is published.in monthly numbers, price 2s. 6d. The Annals of 
Philosophy are enriched throughout by the contributions of the most eminent pbiloso* 
phers of foreign countries as well as of Britain. The early volumes having been 
reprinted, complete sets may again be procured. 

tHE BRITISH REVIEW, AND LONDON CRITICAL JO0R. 
NAI* p»bit*bed Quarterly; viz. on the. Erst of February, May, August, and 
November, Priced*, each Number. 

THE COLONIAL JOURNAL, pablished Quarterly. Price $$. eacfi 
Number, in Royal 8vo. 

THE EDINBURGH ENCYCLOPAEDIA-, or, Dictionary of Artst 
Scienoes, and Miscellaneous Literature. Conducted by David Brewster, II* D. 
Fellow ofche Royal Societies of London and Edinburgh, and the Society of Anli- 

2uaries of Scotland ; with the Assistance of Gentlemen eminent in Science and 
aterature. In 4to., with numerous Plates from Original Drawings. 
This Encyclopaedia is published in half volumes, Price 12. Is. each. Ten volumes 
or twenty parts are already completed ; and from the progress which has now been 
made in the publication, the Proprietors have been enabled to fix with accuracy the 
greatest number of volumes of which it will consist, which will on no account exceed 
eighteen. 

*«* A few copies are splendidly printed on the finest royal paper, with proof 
impressions of the plates, Price 21. 1&. 6 J. each Part, iu boards. 

THOMSON'S NEW GENERAL ATLAS; compiled and adjusted 
from the best systematic Works ; and the most authentic Accounts of recent 
Voyages and Travels, just completed in SO numbers, price each 10s. 

*• * Besides 11 maps, this work contains two Plates, one exhibiting the compara- 
tive height of Mountains, the other shewing the comparative size and length of all the 
principal Rivers, ft includes likewise — a memoir of the progress of geography ; d 
summary of physical geography ; and a consulting index. This last appendage is an 
entirety new feature in an atlas, bnt of the most useful kind. It contains, in alpha- 
betical order, the names of all the principal places on the maps, distinguishing tht 
map or maps on which «acfer-place wilt be found, with its position. No pains have 
been spared to render this Atlas the most .perfect, as .it confessedly is the cheapest, 
exuMK. 

▲ tdjmkli cation of this work is about to take place, as soon as some of the maps are 
re-engraved : it will be published at intervals of a fortnight, in 20 Numbers, at 10s* 
each. 



BLACKWOOD'S EDINBURGH MONTHLY MAGAZINE; pub- 

ashed in Monthly Numbers. Price 2s. 6d. each. 

* 

THE ANNUAL REGISTER; or, a View of the History, Politics; an4 
literature, for the Year. [Published annually], in one large Vol. 8 vo. Price 16s> 

**• A few Sets remain complete in fifty-seven volumes; and also of the uew Series 
from 1791 to 1816, in 85 volumes. Gentlemen whose Sets are imperfect are recom- 
mended to take the earliest opportunity of completing them, as many of the volumes, 
are nearly out of print. 



THE PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY OF ENGtANft, from the 

Earliest Period to the Year 1803, from which lost-mentioned epoch it is continued 
downwards in the Work entitled, The Parliamentary Debates. Published in 
Closely printed Volumes* royal 8vo« Price 1/i 11*. 6d. 

This Work contains the most accurate account of all Proceedings and Debates in 
both- Houses of Parliament} Addresses* Kings* Speeches and Messages; important 
Parliamentary Papers, Petittons, and Reports; Protests; Lists of Persons filling 
the several high Offices in Chojch and State; Indexes, &c. Ac. and will form, with 
the Parliamentary Debates, publishing under the sajfce Superiateadance, a complete 
and uniform Parliamentary History of this Country* 

* # • The 31st Volume is now published, which brings the wosjt down la May, 170*. 
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THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, published in doaely printed 
Volumes. Price il. lis. 6&. royal 8vo. 

This Work eomnriies fall and accurate Reports of the Speeches of the Members ; 
Correct Copies of Addresses ; Royal Speeches and Messages; the most Important Par* 
liamentary Papers, Petitions, and Reports; the Annual Finance Accounts ; Lists, 
Indexes. &c. &c. ; and forms a Continuation of the Work entitled, " The PAR- 
LIAMENTARY HISTORY OF ENGLAND from tne earliest Period to 1803." 

The thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth Volumes, comprising the Debates Of the last 
fessiou of Parliament, are just published. 

A COMPLETE COLLECTION* OF STATE TRIALS and Pro- 
ceedings for High Treason and other Crimes and Misdemeanors, from the Earliest 
Period to the year 1783, with Notes and other Illustrations: Compiled by T. B. | 
Howell* Esq* F.R.S. F.S. A. and continued from the year 1783, to the present 
time; by ThoM ah Jokes Howell, Esq. published in closely printed volumes of \ 
double columns, ioyal 8vo. Price 1/. IU. 6d. 

** * As the twenty-first volume brings down the work to the same period as the 
folio Edition of Hargrave, (though including upwards of 900 Cases never before col- 
lected), a Table of parallel reference is subjoined, for the purpose of rendering this . 
Octavo- edition of the State Trials applicable to the Books of Authority, in which re* 
fereoces have been made to the folio Edition. The first three Volumes of the Con- 
tinuation are now published^ 

MESSRS. BALDWIN, CRADOCK, and JOY, having purchased of 
the original Proprietors all the remaining Copies of THE PHILOSOPHICAL 
TRANSACTIONS, abridged by Dr. HUTTON, Dr, SHAW, and Dr. PEAR- 
SON, in 18 vols. 4to., have determined to offer them to the Public for a limited 
time at the followed reduced Prices, viz.— 

Hie Demv Paper, at 18**. 18s. originally published at 98/. ft. 6d. . 

The Royal Paper, . . 31/. 10* , ML Ids. GsL . 

'»# • In conducting this work* it was the object of the Editors to farm, as completely 
a* possible, a substitute for the original, now no longer, or very rarely, to be procured. 
With this View they were extremely sparing in curtailment, the thickness of the 
Volumes, and the close mauner in which they are urinted, enabling them to retain a 
Very large proportion of the Transactions at large from their commencement in 1685 to 
the year 1800. Of even the few papers whose substance has been omitted, the titles 
are retained, with references to the vol nme and page of the original work ; so that, 
by means of a Copious Index contained in the 18th volume, the place of every paper 
in the original may be referred to. The work is enriched by 208 copper-plates full 
ftf figures, no expense having been spared to render it as perfect as possible. To each 
Volume there are Two Tables of Contents, one corresponding with the Number as 
printed ; the other exhibiting the subjects classed under their respective beads. 

Gentlemen may procure the work, on the terms above stated, through the medium 
of their respective Booksellers, or by application at 47, Paternoster-row, London. 



C, Baldwin, Printer, New Bridge-street, tondon. 



